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With a horrible look in his blood-shot eyes Despard uttered a yell of terror, 


2 Wa Down to the sea hurled his body, 


bounded up on the railing and sprang off. 
and, striking the waves, it sunk like a shot. 
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“Frank Reade, de., and His Greyhound of the Air 
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THE SEARCH FOR A MOUNTAIN OF GOLD. 





By “NONAMEB,” 


Author of ‘‘ Chased Across the Sahara; or, The Bedouin’s Captive,” ete., etc., ete. 





CHAPTER I. There sounded the roar of many angry voices he wanted to put up a job of some kind on the old 
HE OLD SAILOR’S STORY around a bend in the road ahead, sounding like|sailor, and they began to whisper. 

7 r the enraged cries of an excited rabble, and a} Justthen the bushes parted beside the road 4 
- A quier monotony had been existing ia Reades- gruff and bluff voice rising above the tumult, asjshort distance further on, and Frank Reade, Jr} 
town for nearly a year after the return of itsj/if entreating for mercy and begging to be heard. jand avery handsome young man in 4 bicycle cos 
most celebrated inhabitant, Frank Reade, Jr.,) ‘‘ Be ther poker av Moses!” gasped Barney, injtume stepped out from amid the sarubbery. 
from his last journey in the clouds, on a wonder-jalarm, “‘ what's that?” They came to a sudden pause upon seeing Bary 
ful flying machine he invented. _*’Pears like’s if dere was a fight,” said Pomp,/ney, Pomp and Matt Mainbrace standing in the 

In the intervening year the young inventor’s/listening intently. ‘ | 
fortle brain had devised a newer and more won-| Just then un old sailor rushed around the bend, “Oh,” said Frank reassuringly, ‘‘ you need no} 
derful piece of mechanism than his last had been hotly pursued by a gang of men, all of whom were be alarmed, Mr, Howard, for that negro and Irish 
though. Ai evidently bent upon capturing him by foree of a\Ma0 are my friends, and the crowd is gone.” 

It was’ in the month of Juné when our story|struggle, or resort to the weapons they carried. |.‘ YoU are so kind,” replied Harry Howard emo 
opens, and Frank’s father and wife had gone to] ‘6's the murderer! Collar him !” Shouted one tionally; “I cannot thank you enough, The ne 
spend a few weeks in Chicago, leaving Frank be-|of the men. ‘There’s a hundred dollars reward|8t0 #24 Irishman are whispering, I see, and point 
hind, with only the two famous friends of their|ofrered! The detective said he wore a uniform !”ng at the old sailor. Lam glad they are not som# 
many strange adventures, Barney O’Skea, the rol-|' « Blow me but I ain't!” shouted the old sailor, of my enemies; [am fearfully nervous. But foj 
licking Irishman, and that practical joker, the com-) wildly, as he came to a pausein the road, an excit-\YOUr Meeting me just now, and so kindly offering 
ical old negro, Pomp. ed look upon such of his bronzed and weather-|'© Shelter me, Ido not know what I should do, 

Toward the close of a warm afternoon, Frank|peaten faee that was not covered by a short gray|#™ Very grateful to you.” 
had given the darky several letters to mail at the|/peard he wore. ‘I’m Matt Mainbrace, by gol, an’ “Well,” said Frank, “ what was the matter, an 
village post-office, and then left the house for aly never done no feller critter no harm in this bless-\W2y’ You are not a bad fellow, if 1am a judge of 


; 


- 


e 


short walk downthe road. ed world. Avast thar now, my hearties, an’ bear|2#4man nature.” 
The negro started off, whistling a camp-meet-|qown on the right craft, fer this old hulk ain’tdone| ‘1 fell in love with May Blossom, a beautiful 
ing melody, and upon passing a fence, a showet|no harm,” orphan girl who lived in New York, and Ralph 


omat boots, and rubbish flew over ' : Despard, l ist, < y 
piltao. ml over nit: Just then ashort, thin man, with a black mus- espard, a balloonist, also became very much en 


“©"\amored of her, She gave me h f . Dex 
Hoe uttered a wild shout of dismay, flung up his tache, appeared and dashed through the roaring S den prererence, | Daa 


: 1... o\pard challenged me to fighta duel. We met in& 
hands and fell down. rare prune bait ect upon the old tar like alnarn, for he insulted me. Ishot him. Whether} 
The next moment a head popped up on the other ahs i, ” nee ANG EGe ; killed him or not I do not know. Discovered, 
side of the fence, and the broadly-grinning face of| +#© Slanced at the old mariner a moment. fled. A detective pursued me to this town all thi 


Barney appeared, looking down at him. ._,erand back!” he cried to the crowd. “This)yay from New York.” 
Migs bec and Sager ah were pened divert- ee ah, Decent he eto oe we me So that is the way the case stands, eh?” | 
ing themselves by playing practical jokes upon : f » IE “Phat and nothing more, Will you cas i 
Sanh other, and Barney expected to see Eee Soret on of ‘twenty-two. He is in a bicycling| pow & y t me . 

o rushing pell-me own tne road, frightene . “No. You said Despard was a villain—tried i) 
alt into a fit. The Pa slunk back sullenly and the oldsailor|acsassinate you; so ved did right to fight him. | 
‘But when he observed instead, the still, immov- cara . will assist-you all I can,” : | 
able figure ofthe old coon lying rigidly in the dust, 6 chap who shot the balloonist must be in| «God biess you, Mr. Reade,” said Harry Hom) 
with his dilapidated straw hat jammed down over|S°™®© other part of thetown,” added the short, thin} ayq, fervently pressing the young inventor’s hani 
his head, he imagined at once that he had serious- vous That he is here Iam positive, for I\« T hope to repay you some day.” T 
ly injured him, bt “Tan ed him myself. Now, scatter—hurry!” . “Bosh! Ah! look! see that Irishman and negrip 

The grin fled from his face, a serious look of}, “490 detective and the sane of roughs whom heithey are regular imps of mischief! Evidently the 
alarm and solicitude taking its place and ata single ne bribed to aid him run the fugitive down burt-mean to play some practical joke on that old sail 
bound he landed in the road, and bent over his old|/#°¢ @way. / or whom your enemies just mistook for you. Jui 
friend, gasping: - _ The old sailor was left standing in the middle of keep quiet, and we will see what they are going! 
“ Begob, I’ve kilt ther naygur!” __ jthe road glancing ruefully after them, and-Barney|do.” ' ; 
This dismaying fear had hardly entered his mind!gained a good glance athim, Harry Howard nodded and crouched back 
when suddenly Pomp’s fist shot upwards, and) “ Begob, it’s ther crazy aould sailor!’ he ex-|the shrubbery with Frank, where they could sq 
struck him upon the nose, : claimed, “ Don’t yer remimber ther loikes av him,jand hear all without being discovered. 
A million constellations of bright stars seemed to|Pomp?, Shure an’ he’s ther wan who kem here; Barney and Pomp had evidently come to a cot 
flash up before Carnoy’s eyes as he clapped his|yistherda’, axin’ fer Frank Reade, Jr., an’ a-givin’|clusion of their plan, for they walked over to Mab 
hand to his faco and sprang up. | us ther divil’s own cock-an’-bull story av a/Mainbrace, and Barney tapped him on the arm. | 
“Yah, yah, yah!” roared Pomp, scrarbling to)moighty mountain aygoold that he wants ter foind| .“Arrah, sor!” said the Irishman, with ‘a gril 
his feet. “Yo’ dune tink yo’ berry smart, didn’jsomewheres in Austhrally.” an’ isn’t it Misther Reade, Jr., yer afther wantil 
yo’, huh? Cotch dis niggah playin’ ’possum dat) ‘Fo’ de Lawd, he am de same one. Done gone|may I be so bowled as to inquoire?” of 
time, yo’ white trash‘ We’se quits now fo’ shuah !” crazy, fo’ shuah!” said Pomp, nodding his kinky| ‘‘Oh !” said the sailor, making a sudden elute 
Barney wilted, for he saw that he had been|head and grinning. “S’pose we’se ‘gwine fo’ terjat the bosom of his shirt with a frightened aiff 
caught in hisown trap, and he might have retali-jle’ dis chance pass by, Barney—hey, chile?” then turning and seeing who it was that alarmé 
_ated, but just then another matter occurred to at-| He tanped his forehead and winked so know- him, his fear left him, and he smiled and said: 
tract the attention of both of them, ingly that Barney could not fail to understand that “By gol! you skart me then. Yes—yes. [( | 
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ul o’ Mr. Reade, Je, 18 the wustiinterest different rich people ter.help me ter get/linguist, and recognize it as bona fide Malay writ- 
my hearty. An’ can I see him fra’ that wonderful treasure, but all laughed at me an’|ing of an ancient style. Now couple what thesail- | 
Wo paix an’ yer a luckin’ at him nM said Barney,jeverybody said I was crazy. Yet hare’s ther olejor said with the u eager substance of this parch- 
‘pardly able to conceal his mirth as théold man/manuseripts that ole bushman gave me rolled*in|ment’s story, and connect it with the early history 


Ray ey 
to run afo 


want 
way; 


his glance on Pomp. 
jstened . Blow moe, but there mus’ be some mis- 
take, DY jad, This ’ere colored man can’t be him, 
: Sis thou nt! ; : 
Deb it Ale it Mr. Reade’s histhory yer not 
aither knowin’ ?” 
«Waal, I’ve 


DO at knows as he’s thraveled in many furrin 


this oil silk. A perfesser translated itfer me, It’slof Australia and you will have a wonderful rela — , 
writin ther Maylay language. Look atit an’ jedge|tion of events. It is tolerably certain thatthe pro- 
fer yerself. I knowed you had flyin’ machines an’|genitors of the first Australians drifted incanozs | 
sich like, which’d be handy ter git it, an’ I thought|from the island of Timor to the northwest coast on 


























hearn tella mighty good sight about|wasn’t agoin’ ter do no more but perpare his ole|one route they went south, near the Great Bight, 
hulk fer Davy Jones’ locker.” the other division going along the west coastto 
He handed a scroll of parchment to Pomp, which|Swan River, while the third and most important — 
he unrolled from the dil silk, and the negro beheld|body went eastward. They are traced, in the 
; pea these Malay words, legible in some places, and|course of ages, across the Gulf,of Carpentaria, 
«Phin don’t es ae eee on ineey. re ther |badly faded, blotted, and lost in others; eo Sete Bra amid phe: Se ee fi 
ces OV & DD ’ miy sun-) « i lak lands of Queensland. Some of the tri a 
ioe D’yer want to insult him, sor, be a-sayin’ PTA pit di can gatpel. ee ae Se aout nan the Upper Darling, o¢cupying New South, Wales, |: 
he’s only @ Sea mated ee yous ate aN OROn di* 1 Pa Datan ae dapat pilingem pr ssepreee the Riverina and peopled the south tie 
: n-mass coubouran sato raja, ta|east.” . e 

shake his st at Barney Peat we old sailor’s re i Sete pe * bessar gounon mao. Poug-|. “ But what has all this to do with the manu- 
Barney grinned broader, a soudatchinta soudaros sapa dialan sama * kidol * ; ” x ‘ 

Ma Ores hactily began to make amends nee enor * Kall. Sama * treva-mera balou aoe m Ponda: Mark the course of the middle 

for an error he imagined he had made, by bowing ita natk diy atas tiga ari. Sama * Oran Capala balou, tribe. They had the king with them. Their god, 


ae , lacass massocdi dalm * pintou deri rouma dibaroua * ‘ 4 . ipa. 
profound too Oey he said in eager tones Cfigounon, * Tateoredanin’ Kala Kredgiapenou * tampat\or deity of to-day, is called Buddai-—a gigantic old 
the m ; 


: ‘ — — mass pougia-toul Re oe, man lying asleep for ages, with his head resting ~ 
«By gol, I ax parding, Mr. Reade. Folks will Be aN ‘*BUDDAL”? jupon his arm, Which is deep in the sand, and he is 
make mistakes, jedgin’ byjappeariences, you know, 


T've traveled a sight myself, havin’ been in nigh|y) dor it land, Now the middle tribe had its radja,and he { 
avery part on this blessed globe in my day; but,|" |, ne | _,,|may have been the Australian’s Buddai. His } 
eat ae me if ever 1 got sich a tannin’ as you did. ar oad with twenty Aas our wives, wees course would bring part of his tribe to Central 
J spose it’s acoordin’ ter ther elerwated latitudes | Vor or the land. aerived. me focnd eihpias wae pone? Mount Stuart—the loftiest peak on the wholecon- * 
inwhichyoutrayels?” en treasure) there, and the tomb of the first kings, |tinent. Buddai is signed to the manuscripts. 
« g’pecs it am, honey,” said Pomp, who was se-|'There we have lived maby years in the great mountain,|Could it nothave been he who foundor founded 
eretly tickled to be mistaken for the wonderfull/willingly. My beloved brothers, who went to the south|the jhidden city in the mountain? Giants, this “ 
oung inventor. “ But wha’ yo’ want?” and north, have pe>pled the rivers. At the blood-redjman says, were in the mountains. Now, while 
“J calkerlate I kin ’splain matters in mighty|rock we climbed above three days, and at the Man’s}most of the natives are average-sized men, those 
few words, cappen,” earnestly said the gulled old/Head Rock afterward, we entered the gate to the|of North Queensland are very tall and muscular. 
sailor, “Bvery one thinks as Matt Mainbrace is a ee below the mountain, The world’s treasures|Phis manuscript tells of the first explorers just as 
‘madman, but he ain’t. Wot he has got is deaa|flled the place~gold—and the skeletons Tea az? |bistory has it, and indicates that the sultan of the 
certain proof 0’ wot he ses, an’ he’s willin’ ter put f fs middle division wrote it. So you see thereis foun- 
ther biggest fortune ther world ever seen inter ther|_ It was a singular manuscript, and coupled with | gation in literal fact to believe in it.” 
hands o’ Frank Reade, Jr., if so be as Frank Reade,|Matt Mainbrace’s story, it savored of such proba-| Matt Mainbrace chuckled to see this argument 
eau help ter git it.” bility, that Frank Reade, Jr., was struck, for hejejinch'ali doubts in Frank’s mind, for he saw a 
“Dis yar pug-nosed, freckle-faced Irish baboon|¢ould read the words on the parchment from where|chance now for his pet schemes to succeed. f 
done tole mé yo’ been ter see. me *bout dat mattah|)e stood. ._,| ‘ Moreover,” cohtinued the professor emphatic-. “ 
befoah,” said Pomp, pointing at Barney with his|, Indeed, so impressed was he, that he emergéd|ajy “that there is plausibility in there being a 
‘thumb, ‘an’ I done tole yo’, chile, I’se a-gwinefo’|from the midst of the trees, followed by Harry| mountain of gold, is amply evinced bythe opening: 
ter kiek dat red-headed galloot ob a sarbant out|Howard, and approaching the trio, he said: sup of wonderful gold fields all over the eastern 
ob my employ ef he doan’ be moah *tentive to my| ‘‘See here, boys, this joke has gone far enough !’\nilly region of the continent. The scientific theory 
business affairs.” The three were startled, and simultaneously|is that most of the central portion of the continent 
Barney winced andalmost kicked himself at this|SPrang to their feet, ,,|was once the bed of an inland sea, it is such a. + 
‘dig, but he was powerless just then to refute the| “I have heard the story, and read this paper,”|hollow basin, and the vegetation isso stunted and | 
grinning Pomp’s calumnies. ~jeortinued Frank, ‘‘and Iam inclined to (give cre-|necniiar in character. The washing of the tides 
~ The old sailor looked a little surprised at Pomp’s|dence to the matter. You look a little surprised,| would, in due time, reveal any great treasures the 
talk, for he felt sure he was addressing a negro,|Matt Mainbrace. ButI will undeceive you. Tam|posom of the earth covered from tne sight of man. 
“yet so important was his business with Frank|Frauk Reade, Jr., the one whom you are seeking./For my part, were this old man to start an expe- . 
Reade, Jr, he did not want to risk any chances These two men are my friends and they have been dition to-morrow, I would be one of the first to 
saying anything. ! fooling you. But come up to my house, and I willljoin him, if 1 were invited to do so.” ae 
“If so beas you'll sitdown by ther roadside here have a long talk with you. Ifthere is any truth in| “Phen, by jingo!” said Frank, jumping up, 
wi me,” said the old sailor, ** 1’ll tell yer jist what/your story, T not only will aid you to find this|+ you shall have a chance, professor, for 1 am go- 
it was as brutig me all the way from New York ter|Mountain of gold, but shail put at your disposalling in search of the mountain of gold with him, 
see yer, Mr. Reade, an’I calkerlate as you'll be aj/my latest invention, by the aid of which we canjand shall start within a week in my ney air-ship, 
werry s’prised man when I tells yer all’s I’ve got|easily reach it. Pomp—go on to the post office!” |the Greyhound. I have itcompleted and allready 
ter say.” The crestfalien darky moved away with the let-|for a trial, as you know, and only was awaiting an 
Pomp winked at Barney, and together they satiters and the astcnished Matt Mainbrace, Barney, |opportunity like’this to make use of it. Now who 
down on either side of Mainbrace, for his earnest-|2ud Harry Howard followed the young inventor|will go?” 
ness impressed them and aroused,their curiosity.|back to his house. j There was not a dissenting voice, for even Harry 
Eyen the hidden Frank and Harry Howatd were| They had hardly gone in, however, when a mid-|Howard, pursued as he.was like a wild beast for a 
wrought up to a pitch of inquisitiveness and re-|dle-sized man with a black beard, and piercing|murder he had never committed, was anxious to 
mained perfectly quiet, listening to what was trans-|Dlack eyes came from behind a rock near wherelescape from the country. 
piring, 5 they had been standing, in back of which he had| The old sailor was delighted beyond measure, 
“Waal,” said the old sailor, as he drew a piece|been crouching, and from whence he had over-jand at the professor’s suggestion he drew a crude -| 
of old oil-silk from his pocket, ‘*I’ll bo as brief as|heard all that passed. _ .. ....}map of the mountain with explanatory notes of 
_ Tkin, tellin’ yer how I came by this ere secret, an’ He was a stylish man, but there was a vindictive|how to reach the golden city. i 
when I’m done yer kin jedge ther hull matter ferjgieam in his eyes anda sardonic look upon his) Frank took this map and the old manuseript in | 
_-yerself, It was some twenty-five years ago I wasjface as he shook his fist at them and hissed: his own hands and tied them together with a . 
shipwrecked on ther north-eastern -seaboard of| “Sothis is where Howard has found shelter?istring, remarking jubilantly : i 


iM 9 
aS Lhave heard.” 


\ 
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Australiay an’ was captured by ther natives. They|Curse him! I’ve found him ont, But he shall) “Land, ocean, mountains, valleys, rivers and 
ute me inter ther interior, an’ while there [|never leave here alive. And it will he strange if Iplains, willbe as nothing tousnow. Ihave gota 4 
_ Saved ther life o’ oneo’ ther ole men 0” a neighbor-|d0 not have my share of that mountain treasure.|vessel that far surpasses anything I have ever yet 1 


_ in’ tribe, which was captured along o’ me. We es-|Ralph Despard, you are in luck!” turned out, You have most all seen if in its first 





' caped together, but on our journey ter ther sea- stage, but if you will follow me I will show you 

- oast he was took with a fever which I seen would CHAPTER II the details now. Then, Matt Mainbrace, if you 3} 
kill him, Afore he died, he toid me that ther was are afraid of an aerial voyage in it you can remain 

| 8golden city hiddenin a mountain, plum in ther THE GREYHOUND OF THE AIR, behind.” 


_ Ihiddie of Australia, which I knowed mus’ be Cen-| WHEN Frank and the three others entered the) “I trust,” said the professor, seriously, ‘that it : 
‘al Mount Stuart, He had larned ther secret fromjhouse a guest was fonnd there who had called to/will fare better than your previous invention did— 4 
father, an’ gave me directions how ter git thar.|see the young inventor. eh, Barney? ed 9 ) 

Handin’ me this werry roll of oil-silk, he told me} He was none else than Frank’s old friend, Dr. Begorra,” said the Irishman, followinz the rest 

©’ many dangers I’d- hev ter go through ter reach|Vaneyke, the scientist and explorer, and, after thejout to the yard of the work-shop on their tour of | | 
_ ther buried city, an’ then he died.” first greetings were over, Matt Mainbrace was|inspection, “there’s only wan regret I hev agin 
__“*Heaven rist his sowl,” said Barney, with alasked to repeat his story more in detail, while the ther lasht wan, an’that wor ther fact that ther « 

ske tical wink at Pomp. professor examined the ancient manuscripts with|Wasn't a whisky-facthory in Wan corner av the « 
_,, + journeyed ter ther mountain,” continued the/the closest attention. aould machine. SPS | 
ld sailor, in earnest tones, “ an’ arter many trials,|. The professor was an attentive listener to the| A strange sight met the view ot thespectators in 
troubles an’ much labor, I penertrated that ere| narrative, and a serious look was upon his face, |the yard, | 
- Bolden city. Itwas wonderful. Gold, gold, gold}/when Frank turned to him with: _ {t was the hull of a light draught ship witha ” 
. Barhwheres, an’ it was an enormous treasure.| ‘“ Well, doctor, what is your opinion of this mat-|sharp ram at the bow, and a gracefully-curving, 
Ves I could not carry7but little away, and that I|ter?” wins long counter-stern. ee da 
_ dad ter sell, ter git back“home ag’in. It wasjistas| “It is my firm conviction,” replied the man of] It was built of the finest steel, rolled down to © 
5 thes iter git away from thar, over a fiery chasm,|science, ‘that this sailor is neither'a maniac nor althe thickness of paper, but very elastic and as 
_ “rough a den o’ wild beasts, an’ two bands o’|fool. His story has a convincing;'truthful ring in|tough as an inch plate. | peat esse Se i 
ae an’ dwarfs as it was ter git thar, but I donelit that impresses me with a sense of credulity; and) Upon the stern, the rudder, made of this thir ” 
* be NSAI YY Ma neo as for this old manuscript, that it is genuine there|stee!, was fastened. j i iar 
pat When I got back ter this ere-country I tried ter cannot be the faintest shadow of adoubt, Tama There was a steel rod projecting from the end a 


00 
LAsdtya- 
. ¥ 










as I’d come ter yer an’ tell yer all about it, If yer|Cambridge Gulf, or Arnhem Land, and advanced) — 
failed ter believe ole Matt Mainbrace, then helin three separate directions over the continent. By; 


The transcription was worded thus in English expected to awake some day and eat up the whole j. 









Ope yng 


“AND HIS 


‘GREYHOUND 





" WRANK READE, JR., 


fastened after the manner of the screw of a/man hiding behind the horse stable. 
‘steamer, excepting that it was larger, the long} The two crept forward quietly, thinking he was 


‘counter of the stern giving it free play without|the manuscript thief, when they saw that he was|ness—a giddy, 


touching the ground. the detective who had been pursuing Howard. 

. On either side of the hull, a trifle aft, project-| He was accompanied by thesame gang of ruffians 
ing backwards, were twojmore enormous light steel|/ who attacked the old sailor. 

“propellers, while from the deck there arose six 


altitude by ths aid of electric condensers and piles}|now. He was here last night, and stole “u valuable 
stowed away in the battery room in the hold, paper from Reade. He wants this air trip stopped, 
_ ‘There was a wheel house on the forward deck,/and paid handsomely for it. He wants to make 
circular in form, inclosed by toughened glass, in|the journey himself, There’s a mint in it for him. 
which was situated a lever board, by which the|We must smash this air-ship, or retard them some- 
vessel was controlled; a deck house amidships|how to give Despard the start.” 
containing bunks and storage room, and a large| ‘Treachery !” gasped Frank, 





in startled amaze- 


a 


‘the Saal at the stern, to which : propeller was|ers when the young inventor caught sight of ajmercury inthe bulb, nor the hands of the barom. | 


; x : i ile above them the moon 
«There’s no use fooling, boys,” the detective|unusally loud noise, while Beer ote 

uprights, three on either side of the deck, at the|was saying so canes ae Pe aneeh him. * ran sles plesinee with singular vividness in tke 
tops of which a large, powerful suspensory helicejown up, Ralph Despard is alive, He was only|dense dark ; pon sala 
ene fastened, to ae tho air-ship : any Manieed aounied. He wants revenge upon Harry Howard| A thick hoar-frost was_ upon the entire air-ship, 





















cabin aft. 
_ Besides this. @§earch light capable of reflecting 


bow, w hile against the hull at the catheads was an 
enormous wing of steel on either side, so portably 
2onstructed as to fold up out of the way when. in 
disuse. 
The entire 
painted gray all over, 


_ A shade of disappointment crossed Dr. Vaneyke’s 
face as he glanced overthe two hundred feet of 
length and twenty-five feet of beam of the im- 
mense air-ship resting upon eight automatic 
flanges, that sprung out when the Greyhound was 
settling earthward. 

** Enormous, light, and beautiful in outline and 

workmanship,” said he; ‘but, Frank, you have 
employed a material too heavy for any aerostat. 
Why, it is too entirely great in specific gravity. 
Your helices are too few.” 
“The latest experiments I made with my model 
xf the same material have proven satisfactory, pro- 
fessor, and I now have an air-ship capable of 
withstanding bullets and banging to a wonder- 
‘ul degree without a chance of breakage under or- 
linary circumstances, I have raised it, and am 
satisfied that it is all I expected.” 


ais doubts, for he knew from past experience that 
Frank Reade, Jr. seldom ever made a mistake ir 
wnything he ever undertook to accomplish, 
‘*T am satisfied, Frank,” said he gravely. 
‘Then send over your traps as soon as you 
lease, gentlemen,” said Frank, smilingly; “‘ make 
our quarters on board the Greyhound of the Air 


ir in excess of anything else you ever bad in your 
ves before. I have gota stock of provisions on 
2ard tolast a month, and more instruments and 
ssentials than are needed. And I promise you 
iat this trip to the scorching climate of Australia 
ill prove to be the greatest I have ever yet un- 
srtaken, I will send my folks word of it at 
ice,” 


They went up a ladder, and examining the inte- 
or workings of the air-ship, they found her to be 
3 perfect as human art and skill could make her 
1 every point and detail, 

The different workings of the vessel will be ex- 
plained in due course. ; 3 

When their curiosity was sated they returned to 
he house, where the professor left them, and 
Barney and Pomp busied themselves getting 
sverything in readiness for instant departure 
sloudward. : 

- Frank assigned Harry Howard and Matt Main- 
race to apartments, and they all retired for the 
light, the young inventor taking the old sailor’s 
apers with him to his bedroom. 
By the following night everything was in readi- 
ess for departure, and Frank and Mainbrace sat 
1 the parlor at,a table near the window, beside 
‘hich was the only gas fixture that lighted the 
90m. 
They were talking over their plans and alter- 
ately glancing out in the dark yard beyond at 
16 great air-ship in which the doctor, Barney, 
omp and Harry Howard were housed. The night 
as excessively gloomy. 
Frank had the valuable papers on the table be- 
re him, having just read them through, when 
wo hands darted in through the open window, 
One turned out the light and the other snatched 
Lway the papers. 
Quick as thought the boy sprang through the 
yindow, but the thief was gone. 
Luckily for Frank, his wonderful memory re- 
ined every word of the translation of the parch- 
1ent letter, as he had just read it, and he immedi- 
tely returned to the house and wrote a fae-simile 

























*s plan from Mainbrace. 

They were to depart as soon as Frank heard 
om his father, and wondering who the thief of 
2 papers was, they vainly waited another day. 
Jn the following night, equally as dark as ‘the 
seeding. Frank and Harry Howard left the 


two miles ahead was stationed on a pivot in the ed 


The professor did not argue the point, despite! 


ment, “ 

“ My rival is the thief who robbed you!” groan- 

Howard. 

He spoke ungnardedly, and the detective and 
his hired gang heard him, — 

With a rush they started out from behind the 
stable after the two young men,armed with the 


boat was built of thin steel, and was|™0st dangerous kind of weapons. 


*Weare betrayed!” shouted the desperate *de- 
tective. ‘*‘ Down them! If we jet them escape us 
we may all go to jail! Quick—come!”~ 

The rascals made arush, and Frank was about 
to pull out his pistol and face them when Howard 
hastily cried: 

“Come on! They are adozen to one! It is 
madness to ight! While we engage some others 
may destroy the Greyhound !” 

There was logic in this, and thev both ran for the 
flying machine some distance away, while the de- 
tective shouted: 

“Stand, or we'll shoot at you!” 

They paid no heed to this threat, but continued 
on, and a volley was discharged at their dim, fly- 
ing forms, but they missed their mark. 

nha moment they were upon the Greyhound, 
rushed inside, and Frank dashed into the wheel- 
house, pulled a lever, there came a loud buzz, and 
just as the rufflans drew near the Greyhound 
darted up into the air, ; 





CHAPTER III. 
A MID-AIR STRUGGLE. 
Ir was a much quicker start than the aeronauts 


nd warrant you Giakthe tate tok wal prove intended to make, but the harmless hail of bullets 


that rattled against the bottom of the hull told 
Frank that he had gone none too soon, 

There were servants in the house who would at- 
tend to everything, and when the professor sug- 
gested that they start off on their journey at once, 
Frank was nothing loth, and the air-ship was 
turned westward, 

The huge helices did their functions admirably, 
and raised the air-ship to the height of fifteen 
thousand feet, at which distance Frank decreased 
the revolutions of the wheels and started the pro- 


pellers on either side and at the sterr, sending the 


Greyhound ahead at a terrific rate. 


“I made 12C miles in my last air-ship,” said he 
to the scientist, ‘as you may remember, but‘I will 
show you 200 with this one, less oscillation, and a 
power to speed through the waves of the sea at a 
Moreover, we could 
go though a flame of fire without feeling much in- 
asbestos lining 
a ship as this we 


rate of forty knots an hour, 


convenience in this boat, if the 
proves good, And it is just such 
will need if ever we reach Australia 1” 


The Greyhound worked like magic, passing up- 














THE AIR. 


oT li re accompanied by a numb- 
‘ fgelin we 
aye Fhaiaeous feeling and a slight loss 
of muscular power in the limbs. 
A perfect stillness reigned, only broken now and 
then by the distant clang of a beil far below, or any 


and the contact of a hand with any of the brass or 
steel work resulted in a burning. 

The strange feelings that overwhelmed the aeria} 
voyagers soon wore off, for the ship had been as- 
cending at the rate of nearly 2,000 feet a minute, 
descended a short distance at double that speed, 
and then went ahead at the medium rate of sixty 
miles an hour, : 

Below them the moonlight was streaming upon 
a magnificent sea of cloud, its surface varied with 
endless hills, hillocks, mountain chains and num- 
berless snow-white masses arising up sharply 
from its bed. 

They sped on, all trace of the earth shut out from 
their sight, and presently came to a very dark 
mass of cloud on their own level with fringed 
edges, surcharged with rain which they were shed- 

ing. 

“Well, Howard,” said the professor, “how do 
you feel?” . 

** Queer—mighty queer,” the young man replied. 
“There is a buzzing in my ears, which keeps in- 
creasing, and a_ pain all over me, like one feels 
when plunging the head in cold water. My chest 
seems dilated, fails in elasticity, my pulse is 
quickened, my lips swelled, the veins come out 
strongly on my hands, blood runs to my head and 
eyes, and—well, I’m sea-siek, as it were.” 

“The usual Symptoms of an aerial voyage,’ 
laughed the professor. 

An electrometer and conductors had been set, 
but the glass, the brimstone, and the Spanish wax 
were not electrified to show any signs under fric- 
tion, and a voltaic pile of silver and zine, consist- 
ing of sixty couples, gave one degree, while a 
gulvanic flame appeared more active in this high 
altitude than at earth. 

“Is there any danger of asphixia up here?” asked 
Howard, nervously. 

** Not at this elevation. Yousee, hydrogen gas, 
at a certain height, will find itself in equilibrium in 
the air ofthe atmosphere, but it must be at the ex- 
tremity of the atmosphere itself. As the gas hus 
an elasticity greater than that of the air, it keeps 
dilating as it mounts in higher regions, Its speci- 
fic weight diminishes as the atmospheric air de- 
creases. It won’t stop mounting until it rises 
above the atmosphere itself. This only relates to 
confining itin a bulb; if it mixes with the atmos- 
pheric air, it disfuses and loses power. This is 
the principle upon which ballooning is based. 
Oxygen is the reverse.” 

Ry But this rarity—this stifling feeling—this gasp- 
ing——’ 

ny Remember, the higher we mount the less the 
atmospheric pressure you sustain to gravitate you 
earthward. A man holds up a weight on earth of 
fifteen pounds to the square inch upon the surface 
of his body of this atmospheric pressure. An av- 
erage man’s body exposes an average surface of 
about six thousand inches, which, multiplied by 
fifteen pagans for each inch, shows us that when 
onearth we each sustain about ninety thousand 
pounds of atmospheric pressure. Incredible, isn’t 
it? Of course, the higher we mount the Jess this 
pressure, and no doubt beyond the confines of our 


tit, and secured a new drawing of the old Sail-|h 


ise to sleep on hoard the air-ship with the oc’ hee this, their vision became impaired, solinfe 


ward through a mass of clouds measuring over one 
thousand feet in thickness. 

Barney had gone to the battery-room as first en- 
gineer, Pomp as usual Was assigned tothe gov- 
ernorship of the culinary department, and while 
Dr. Vaneyke was to act as assistant steersman, 
Harry Howard was posted to assist Barney, with 
ee ease acting as a general assistant to all 

Another man was Sadly needed though, to take 
turns with the old sailor as look-out ! en 
erate matters. res 

n view of this fact Frank resolved to make one 
stop ere reachiny the Pacific coast - 
Be individual’ ; Cathie 

ere was a trellis-work bulwark around the 
ens oe he . si traveling ahe«d, all 

hut 4 ©nt Out oi the wheel-house, : i str j i 
mcrae had so gauged the machinery that it only torber TU Sars tae 
on after it arae eee orieation, acd but little atten-| Foran instant the machinery was stopped, the 
Wik er iecnice . Ne the entire mechanism | helices failed to gyrate, the propellers ceased 

srl y the lever-board in the wheel- bias aber their axes. and the Greyhound was 

Th 5 auing éarthward like a thun A 

8 temperature outside was almost at Down it plunged into the on the jet-black, 


omer: bret Yn te meg "aomcan teeter ous base anid Whisk th sec igh 

? as whi j . 
became difficult at first, and the cold chilled them Suna in appalling: cigom nin mance ae ee 
I ; 


all through, 
x t almost seemed like Suddenly falling into the 
rnal regions, for there eame crash upon crash 










earthly atmospheric belt anything would.float in 
space as meteors do, They do not shoot until 
they get within the center of gravity, or in other 
words, the belt of air we breathe. Thon they are 
dragged to the earth with such terrific force that 
friction with the air’s resistance ignites them, The 
a: they approach the ground, the faster they 
Just then a crash below apprised the doctor that 
the ship was passing over a hunter cloud, and an 
instant later the electricity attracting the steel ves- 
sel suddenly gave it a wrench that knocked all 
hands over, and the Greyhound suddenly dove 
down, A thrill of horror passed over all hands. 
They imagined that they were lost, for the air- 
ship, acting as a needle would to the lode-stone 
of a horse-shoe magnet, had been attracted down 


or a time they could not see the column of oft 


a 
ay 
2 aS <A 





hunder upon all sides as the electrical carrents — 














ns: ah 


| met; 3 flery haze suddenly enyeloped the entire|the ring of a huge parachute, he tore it loose, and|Howard is on away from the drag rope attached | 


ship, and it vibrated with the violent concussions|sprang from the ear with her. beneath the ear.” Fees 
as if about to be rent to atoms, ( A groan from Howard’s very heart was wrung| Atthis moment he heard Howard’s voice shout. 
“the deafening intonations and the glaring/up as he saw them fall down through space, and\ing: 





ngues of blazing lightning were appalling be-|the girl flung out her hands. “‘Lower the ship, Reade! Hurry, for pity’s . 


- sond correct deseription; but Frank, all alone in| They came in contact with the balloon drag-rope, |sake !” NF. 
- the wheel-house, did nut for an instant lose con-|and she clutched it. - “Oh!” gasped Frank, in dismay, “Iam utterly 


. imself, ' 
" el er eaabt he feltthe attraction of the heaven-/was su 


jy battery beneath he grasped a lever and pull-| A snarl of 
ed it out, 


fonly checked, run down in the battery-room, and see what the 
ury escaped Despard, and he wound|matter is. Wecan’t go down an inch,” 


when with a whirr the folding wings onja leg around the rope, held on the parachute with| The frightened Irishman grasped the spokes, ks 


The DerponG had opened, but their. descent|helpléss, Here, Barney, take the wheel, while [ 


4 


de of the hullshot out and balanced thejone hand, and taking the knife from between his|and Frank dashed out on deck just as Pomp ut-, | 


_ either si id, al 
erp aiter the manner of two enormous parachutes, |teeth with iis disengaged hand, he aimed another|tered a yell of intense horror. 3 ihe 
‘Phe violence of the fall was immediately dimin-|blow at her with it. “ What’s the matter, Pomp?” asked the young : 
 jshed, and the ship regained its equilibrium and} Again Frank’s pistol rang out,and the knife jinventor, suddenly pausing. aie ee 
settled off in its descent at an angle. | struck by a bullet, was knocked from Despard’s| ‘‘ Fo’ de Lawd’s sake, Massa Frank, look down \ 
The stoppage of the machinery failed to allow/hand ere it reached the girl. dar!” replied the negro, pointing with one hand © 
the wings to move, but they acted in the form of} Then he uttered a ery, grasped the parachute|down the dark abyss, through which the pale- . 
rakes against the air by their vast area of dis-|with both hands, and fell. faced doctor was darting the rays of the search- . 
placement. aera Be shot, and in a minute he was engulfed ee ‘ a flea 
electrified cloud banks shot the ® darkness, thrilling scene met Frank’s view, | 
Through the The girl, half fainting, was left hanging on the} Harry Howard, unable to reach the girl, on a | 


Greyhound, and in less than a minute she was be- 


he storm in the falling rain, the phosphores-|TOP® ofthe balloon, which darted upward whenjline with whose body he then hung suspended by ; 





low t : : en 
-flame vanished, and the machinery start-|"eliéved of Despard s weight, _ |the rope, was violently swinging his body, and 

aie if nothing happened. y She could not hang on long, though, for her|swaying the rope like the pendulum of a clock. 
Frank breathed a sigh of intense relief, and,|5°0Se3 were fast leaving her. Every time he lurched forward, his hands darted 
lancing out the bese hit of the pilot-house, he , ; out to ace The ee an ae a ee manip 
i d l lyvi in. rope midwa . : 
Oey od wera hanae tact peas scHehiet against the bulge of the balloon, would 


But for his cool courage ail hands must have 


ished. 
Pie saw his paenatts scramble unharmed to THE moment Ralph Despard fell earthward/|loon. 


i , an : ; 
pe ey done aft, when he was suddenly startled/achute, Frank Reade, Jr., glanced down over thejand forth with redoubled vigor a dozen times, and 


ga fearful shriak in the tones of afemalefailing of the Greyhound and saw May Blossom each time missed her. 
Be Peavert the air-ship. hanging on to the balloon drag-rope, Everything had transpired in but few moments, 
Just then Barney came in, and leaving the wheel It was manifest to the young inventor that the|but it seemed an age to the anxious, nervous, on- 
in his hands, he sprang through the front window girl’s senses were upon the eve of departing, and lookers, Howard, and the girl. 
to the deck, rushed up to the seareh-light in the he knew that if he failed to act promptly in an ef- _ Back and forth with a rush went the body of the 
hi tented -button, he ig-|fortto save her life she would let go the rope and|intrepid young man, when suddenly, at one lucky 
bow, and touching an electric press-button, he ig : : p 
nited the carbons, fall down into the yawning gulf below, meeting|swoop he caught the gir). 
dn immensesheen of light shot out from the oc aie ere reaching the earth! She was half na teee udaehetag a ene 
. 5 ae @ situation was desperate. ly clung to the drag-rope, holding the rope Harry 
cur Me tes alee ated tx ioe aoe There was a rope lying coiled up in a box in the was fastened to out at an abrupt angle. ie 
All around flashed the light, as the rest meas bow below the search light, the flame from which] ‘“‘ Let go! exclaimed Howard. ‘I’ve got you! 
GaoNin tha’ tatense Tuk tchGavinc hore ard Was cutting Gown upon the deserted balloon, There was but little need of this admonition, 
. there at ay ding the Gate eGe Vega Pits Frank hastily opened the box and seized the|though, for the girl’s senses left hor, the tiny hands 
Shriek upon shriek in that sarae thrilling, fem- sha bon oiehta te Boe ae aera ee wet ie a re sahiy oat th ad ded: 
mae Cg Sie ; g e@ box, upon the Greyhoun ey 18 8 y- 
tN edie Gots Free on pealing for mercy Deva Depots Woes the balloon had shotjing pane under and past the hull of the rocking 
F ; 5 ; f 3 up a certain distance, and, meeting its own equili-jair-ship. , 
i Bnet ee pia ae to a pause; Frank had brium, it stopped its ascent and began to float off} The balloon darted upward, when relieved of 
ae etnedarl. poly Maatini sh SGude Blited s a ae ree ths nearly the same direc- aay en eee and young Howard ge 
quietly ‘within the stroam of vivid light, in the|" qmoCzeynound was then pursuing» | thegirl wore left, hanging in space, swaying. to 
pene pains ue pena rene from the vo and the Greyhound was fast overtaking it, but tt “By Jove!” exclaimed Frank. “He isa trump. 
elon : above, jending the weird scene a ghastly hung fully one hundred feet below where,Frank |Such nerve!” 
sptcn aCe ia Boots and he calculated the distance, and mut- i : Haul away, up there!” shouted Howard from 
r ing body dissolved into an im-|tered: elow. 
-mense balloon within the ray of the search-light,| ‘To get the girl from that rope we must descend} The two men who had hold of the rope were 
and in the basket beneath,a man and woman werejat least one hundred and fifty feet, for she could strong, but they had the utmost difficulty to obey 
a& plainly revealed as ifthe noonday sun shone up-jnot catch hold of this rope, as it would hang near- |this injunction, for there was a dead weight at the 
on them, : : ly twenty feet away out of her reach, and the bal-/other end of the rope, and over one hundred and 
Be et esting CRE on of thal: Then ho tdroed oo ths old ectonte Gea ede line eae Me uae oe 
) ’ o ist, and added: usly, 
balloon, from the bottom of which a long drag-rope| ‘Dr, Vaneyke, keep thesearch-light reflected full} They pulled and tugged, and Dr, Vaneyke 
ge down, Pe ea acy at the meee Been per I will le gra at the wheel. Ah eetoe the light, and wert to their assistance 
8 man, a black-bearde allow in stylish)—Howard—come here ow is your chance to|with Frank. 
clothes, had the woman clutched by the throatishow your grit. If’ you love the girl here is aj By uniting their combined force, they finally 


‘with one hand, while with the other he brandished|chanee for you to risk your life to save hers,” managed to haul Howard and the girl up to the 
ajflashing dagger over her bosom, asiftodealher| ‘‘What do you mean? What shall I do?” - |deek. 
a fatal stab! ‘Let me tie this rope around you,and we will} The noose had so tightened about Howard’s 


Every sound in the basket ascended to those up-|lower you down to the girl. You ean lift her off|lungs that he could hardly breathe, and his eyes 
on the deck of the Greyhound, and a hoarse ecry|the drag rope before she falls if you loge no time.” |were starting from their sockets, his face was al- 
of horror pealed from Harry Howard’s pale lips, **T will do it!” said Howard, casting a shudder-|most purple, his lips were swollen, and his clothes 

“ Great heaven |” he groaned, his eyes bulgingling glance down at the depths below. ‘‘* I’d risk | were sadly torn and disarranged, 
and his form quivering as he pointed atrembling/anything for her. Hurry and tie me.” But he recovered partially when relieved of the 
finger at those in the balloon. ‘‘There is May| Frank had made a slip noose inthe end of the|pressure of the rope. 

Blossom, my affilanced wife, in that basket withjrope while ho was talking, and having adjusted it] “Safe! Safe!” he gasped, as he fell upon his 
Ralph Despard, my rival, and the monster is en-\about the young man, he ealled Matt Mainbrace,|knees. 
deavoring to murder her !” Pomp and Barney to lower Howard down, while} ‘‘Pomp! Here—take this whisky flask!” shout- 

“f But I shall stop him!’ cried Frank, and in ajhe dashed into the wheel-house to manage theied Frank. * 
twinkling he had a revolver pointed at the man who|boat. ; The negro got it and Howard imbibed a draught, 

d caused Harry all his trouble, and who had! Jown went Howard over the side an instantiafter which Dr. Vaneyke stimulated the uneon- 

Stolen Matt Mainbrace’s valuable documents, later,’ with Matt, Barney and Pomp holding the|scious girl with a potion which he was obliged to 
Bang! went the weapon an instant later, and/ropeand paying it out, while Dr. Vaneyke man-jforce down her throat, 
With a ery of pain ee relaxed his hold uponijaged the glaring search-light so they could see; May Blossom soon afterward revived. 

his victim, and reeled back. what they were doing. Then she sat up, and glanced vacantly around. 
__ “Saved! Saved!” shrieked the girl frantically,| Frank pulled the lever on the keyboard in front} The balloon yanished in the clouds overhead, ~ 
as She held out her arms toward the Greyhound.jof him, and he observed that the air-ship was di-} Barney had control of the wheel, and sent the 

Conld Heaven have sent me this deliverance?” |rectly above the balloon, and instantly the side and|Greyhound ahead faster, and within a few minutes 

,_. “No!” yelled Despard, recovering himself, his/stern propellers slackened the radidity of theirjthey were far away from the scene of adventure. 
_ black eyes glaring with a tigerish light. ‘‘ This is|revolutions, until the Greyhound traveled at the) Ithad been a narrow escape, and they all felt a 


THE MOUNTAIN IN THE HAZR. knock the girl out of his reach by moving the bale | 


had hardly seen them dart toward through the dark, rainy night clinging to the pa-| But he increased his exertions, and swung back . 


- je 


yee 
eda 


human agency, My plan to thwart them is baf-|same rate of speed as the balloon. tremendous sense of relief when they saw the girl - 


} fled. _L abducted and carried you away with me} Then he grasped another lever to cause thejsafe. The rainstorm, with its dangerous electrified 
| iM vain, They would frustrate me. Your lover, I/helices to revolve slower, so that the air-ship might/clouds, was left far astern, and the vessel was fly- 
_ know, is on that air-ship. But Iam determined|descend. ing through the air with a brilliant moon and sil- 
tohave you, If it cannot be alive, then you shall} He waited a moment, and then a thrill of hor-|very stars overhead onee more, ~ 

be mine dead. Ihavesworn it. That is why I|ror passed over him, for he observed that the elec-| The moment the girl revived, found herself safe 


Se to kill you! And by heavens, I shall keep|tric machinery failed to respond. ' jon the deck of the Greyhound, and saw by the 
my vow!” Brake ay The Greyhound darted ahead, but did not falljeffulgent glow of the myriad electric lights on all 
| He sprang at her with the ferocity of a wild/an inch. sides that she was beside her lover, and was fly- 


| beast, his knife clenched between his teeth, grasped| ‘Heavens! gasped Frank, “ what does thisjing through the air, she acted likea dreaming per- 
her up in his arms, and clambered up on the edge|mean? Can the motive power have been injuredjson, 
rere basket, she meantime shrieking wildly for|by the electric storm we passed through? This is| Rubbing her clear blue eyes, while a lock of in= 


ha 
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is peek . frightful! We cannot get down to aid the girljtense mazement swept across her beautiful white — . 
; He shook his fist at the air-ship, and grasping|now, for the bulge of the balloon holds the rope’face, she glanced mutely from one of the men to 
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the other, and then at her singular surroundings,| ‘‘ Yes, we know all about that matter, and it is 
' ** Can—it—be—possible,” she faltered, ‘‘ that—/true, too, May.” : 
this—is—— Am I really dead?” ‘‘Indeed! Well, stupefied again with drugs, I 
_ May!” emotionally eried Howard, holding out|/was taken to some western town, to where he had 
his hands to her, sent his balloon to give a public ascension. I was 
- No, no!” she exclaimed, starting to her feet,|put in the car, he pocketer the proceeds of a sale 
her face changing, “This is no dream! I amlof tickets, and disappointing the audience which 
not dead! Oh, glad reality! Harry! Harry!” |was to appear next day, hehad the balloon inflated 
She began to cry and sob, and flung herself into|during the night and rose skyward with me. 
her lover’s arms, “To take you on his journey to Australia in the 
- But she soonrecovered her composure, and with|balloon?” 
‘blushing cheeks, as she recollected thatthe others} ‘I presume so. In the air I regained my senses, 
bwere looking at her, she disengaged herself fromjand he coolly told me of my situation, We fought. 
Howayd’s arms, and said, witha nervous laugh: |He saw the alr-ship, and the sight maddened him, 
*T ‘am forgetting myself, This place is sojfor he knew you must be init, as he said so. He 
strange, though——” | boasted he had been paying his emissaries, who 
* You are upon the Greyhound of the Air—a fly-|delayed it, to give him a start of Mr, Frank Reade, 
‘ing ship,” said Howard, explanatorily, “one ofjJr. Seeing that his plans failed, and that his life 
the most remarkable inventions in the world.” was in danger if he encountered you, he resolved 
* Ah! That explains it—and, you being here?ito spring out with me andrun chances of reaching 
‘Ah! I understand all.” the earth with a parachute, Lresisted, He then 
“Tam making a journey to Australia on it with|*tied to kill me. I needsay no more. You know 
the inventor, a gentleman who has rendered mo|"Le rest. 
the most invaluable assistance, Allow me to in- 
troduce you to all hands.” 
He thereupon make the Greyhound’s erew ac- 
quainted with her, and she proved to be a charm- 


ing cre: ivaci : long prosper.” 
sea Sra toi dapcaonn pecara cen nares At this moment the wheels of the wings began 


sai ‘ i “ t of every 

T suppose,” said she, ‘that you all are won- to furiously gyrate, and to the amazemen 

dering how I came tobe in that balloon with Ralph|O@® the motor began to eet AS) casei epeacs 

Despard?” ' and they felt the Greyhound shooting up in the 
“¢ We are very curious,” said Frank, “but if you|#!= and ahead at a terrific rate, as the helices and 


ill kindly defer the explanation a few moments,|@tiving-rods began to work faster. 
a will oo down in the nattoerause Wi and examine. . Hello!” exclaimed Frank, in startled surprise. 


the machinery, to learn the cause of the helices’| Whatisthe matter?” 

refusal to slacken speed so we could descend,” |,,.. Barney must be mad! Sere Wey eee 
« Certainly,” replied the girl. It seems as if he has. pulled all the levers at 
‘Tf the machinery is out of order,” explained Once! Great Scott! Run, Frank, see what’s up! 

Frank, ‘and I do not attend t6 it at once, we run oe he inventor dashed up the stairs and 

the risk of the entire thing giving away, when we|?4t OR Ceck. | 

may all be suddenly launched into eternity,” The air-ship was oe rea in @ thick rok 
There was yet a fearful danger menacing them,|,, He glanced vee pietiedt ee BoE ot ape ” 

and it made them all feel decidedly uncomfortable ri Birnie light, which still shot out ahead o 

Redes Gun eke: pele Phat But following the direction of the light with his 


cia sales ; 4 : |gaze, Frank started violently, and then made a 
large, square room in therhold, brilliantly illumi dash for the pilot-house. 


Sey ctenurth Hanes : , The others came out on deck, and a shout of 
The four walls were covered with shelves, UpoD|horror went up from every throat when they saw 

which stood the electricity accumulator jars in|that the air-ship was plunging with fearful-speed 

of which a rubber-covered wire ran up to a dead-|mountain top, hardly to beseen through the mist, 

hole in the wall, where they disappeared in the} Frank rushed toward the pilot-house. 

form of a thick cable. ; ; Barney was nowhere to be seen ! 

From the cable they radiated all over the vessel,} «He has deserted his post!? gasped Frank, 
distributing their power wherever it was needed,|:« Heavens! And if I do not get in and stop the 
while another series of insulated wires ran up to|ship, it will dash against those beetling rocks and 
the key-board in the pilot house. ; smash the Greyhound to pieces |” 

In the center of the room a small, exceedingly; ‘Thrilled with horror over the peril menacing 
light dynamo machine wasin operation, and tio them, Frank ran toward the pilot-house in a wild, 


light shafts fastened to the ceiling were connected|gesnerate effort to save the ship and the lives o 
by cog-wheels with the helix shafts, while three all a board from utter Aang: : 


other shafts in boxes that ran along the floor were 
coupled with the driving screws on either side aud 
at the stern of the Greyhound. 

There was also a wheel at each side connecting 


with the two enormous wings, that this enormous) Jo the wheel-house Frank rushed, his heart 
battery controlled, fluttering with apprekension, for as the light was 

‘““ What a queer arrangement!” commented Dr.|radiated but two miles ahead, and the Greyhound 
Vaneyke, glancing around. was speeding at a mile a minute, he had but little 

** It. is simple enough,” replied Frank. ‘Ah !itime to do what he wished. 
and here is the cause of the trouble. See there—} As he sprang in through the doorway he stum- 
the end ofa broken wire has become wedged injbled cver the figure of Barney lying on the floor, 
between the cogs of the helix shafts, so that when/and flinging out his hand he clutched the lever on 
the wheels reverse*the end of the wirestops themjthe key-board tuat controlled the driving wheels, 
from revolving.” pushed it all the wayin, and the propellers in- 

He pulledthe wire out. stantly stopped spinning around, 

Frank then ealled up .to Barney through a} Another lever was jerked out, as the momentum 
speaking-tube, and told him to lower the air-ship|given the air-ship kept it going straight ahead, and 
by causing the helices to revoive slower, when he|the wheels reversed and brought the Greyhound 
found that the trouble was rectified. first to a pause, then.sent her cackward, . 

He then earefully examined the rest of the ma-| All the while though she kept ascending, dragged 
chinery, but found that it was all right, whereupon|up by the helices, 
he smilingly turned to Miss Blossom with: But the catastrophe was averted just in time, for 

** And now for yourstory, miss, since I know we/but a short distance separated the air-ship from 
are safe,” the rocks when Frank gained control of her and 

The girl nodded, and said: changed her course, 

** Ralph Despard was not killed in the duel he} A glance at Barney showed him that: the Trish- 
fought with Mr. Howard, but he pretended to be,)man had simply fallen to the floor overwhelmed 
in order to save his cowardly life... When you fled,|with fright, for his teeth were chattering and his 
Harry, he sent a private detective to loot you outiface was as pale as death, 
of New York so that he could press his attentions} ‘‘ Barney, you fool, get up!’ 
upon me. Left a poor and friendless orphan, I had|‘ What ails you?” 
a sore trial resisting his detested adyances. Two} ‘‘ Howly poker!” groaned O’Shea arising. “ It’s 
nights ago he called at my lodgings, and adroitly|kilt we all are.” 
drugging me, I wasabducted by him.” \ “ Explain yourself, you lunatic!” Frank angrily 

**Oh, the scoundrel!” exclaimed Howard, furi-|exclaimed. 
ously. I “Shure an’ we're arunnin’ down a mountain, an’ 

“Well may you upbraid him. Todays hekeptlit’s clane through it we'll be afther goin’ in wan 
me under the influence of his subtle drugs, mean-|minnit be ther watch.” _ 
time, as I learned on his return, he having gone} ‘* We would have perished had I not just come in 
What did you turn 


‘* Have yer schtopped it thin? Thanks be ter St. 
Pether! Sure I seen rocks ahead, So I did, an’ me 





















be baffled,’”’ said Harry, solemnly, ‘‘ for fate brought 
about our singular mid-air meeting.” 





CHAPTER V. 
THE DUST STORM, 


exclaimed Frank, 


to a place called Readestown, where he stole somejand reversed the propellers, 
sees papers, by means of which he hoped tojon all that power for?” 

eRric 
gold.” 


himself by finding a mythical mountain of 
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av thim levers, for begob, 1 didn’t want ter git kilt | 


I didn’t do narthin’ ter thry ter save etir lives.” 

“You should not have lost your wits by getting — 
so panic stricken,” said Frank, who comprehend. — 
ed what alled his old friend, ‘for it might hay, ~ 


cost us our lives. 
Barney.” 


| wid arl the resht av yez, an’ thin have yer say tha, _ 


Always keep a level head, ~ 


“ Paix, I tried,” said the old fellow, pulling q — 


wry face, “but, be jabers, me heart flew up in — 
me neck and gave me brain ther dumps, so it 


did. But it’s clear av the mountain we are now 


an’ ther mist in ther bargain, sO yer’d betther — 
schtop goin’ any hoigher, or it’s clane through | 


inter heaven we'll be next.” 
Frank could not help smiling, and after stopping 
the movement of the wings, he slackened the speed 


of the helices, started the air-ship ahead once — 


more and they cleared the mountain, 
He then cautioned Barney again, went out on 


deck, explained to the others what occasioned the | 


trouble, and dividing the men into two watches, 


‘* Heaven decreed that his evil intention sh ould|he provided May Blossom with handsome quarters, 


‘Since Harry is going with you,” said the gir} 
before she retired, *‘ I will go, too, Mr, Reade, if 


“Tt defines the moral that wickedness cannot}you have no objections.” 


‘“TItisa long and dangerous trip from herato 
our destination,” replied Frank, ‘‘ and the journey 


is fraught with extreme peril and much hardship, — 


But Iean take you, if you wish te go.” 
‘*T do, indeed, sir,” she replied earnestly, 
“On the other hand,” continued Frank, “if you 


wish to alight, as 1am going to stopon the Pacifie | 


slove to get. another man and makea few pur- 
chases, I can set you aground and send you back 
to New York by rail.” 

‘‘No—I much prefer to go—to share the dangers 


of my affianced husband, and to render you ali the — 


services I can, sir.” 
“Very well, that ends the matter, Miss Blos- 
som,” 


With everything regulated on board, Frank re- 
tired, and the next day found the Greyhound speed- 
ing but 5,000 feet above the land, with the Rocky 
Mounteins in view far ahead. 

Below them they Gould see the sinuous path ofa 
raiiroad winding through forests, over plains, 
through villages, and over silvery serpentine riv- 
ers that here and there broke the landscape. 

It was in the south-east of Idaho, between Fre- 
mont’s Peak and the Sweet Water Mountains, in 
the neighborhood of the Great South Pass, aris- 
ing to an elevation of 7,489 feet above the sea 
level, . 
Frank Gesigned that their course should take 
them south from there through Nevada, down into 
California, from whence their great trip across the 
Pacific Ocean would commence. : 

But their fate was to be decided ina far different 
manner, as will be shown, for they were more at 
the merey of the heavenly eiements than they im- 
agined, 

The young inventor was standing on deck talk- 
ing to Dr. Vaneyke, when they met with the mis- 
hap that eaused them to alter Frank’s original 
project. } 

*‘ You were saying.” said the old scientist, ‘‘ that 
the screws were at such a pitch as to allow the 


lk Sie 


motor to revolve at 2,000 revolutions a minute for — 


its maximum speed, that the motor is coupled to 
the screws, the armature-shaft and screw-shaft 
being rigidly united, so as to make but one shaft 
of it. Now I noticed that between the motor bear- 
ings and stuffing-box thero are spring and double 
thrust bearings.” 


“Yes,” said Frank nodding. “It is a series 


motor, and the winding is of such fine wire that it — 


will carry a current of 700 amperes of 200 volts 
pressure, which is equal to 200 electrical horse- 
power in ordinary use. This power can be in- 
creased by simply making additional, connections 


with extra accumulator jars of vulcanized fiber, | 


which I hold in reserve, 
aceumulators, As you saw, they are about 6x7, 


I’ve got 2,000 cells of — 


and 10 inches high, closed by hermetically sealed | 


vulcanite covers, save for a small perforation ina 


vulcanized knob in the top, which allows any ex- | 


cess of gas to escape. Each cell consists of twen- 


ty-five perforated lead plates filled with a paste of © 


oxide of lead and diluted sulphuric acid placed 


side by side and separated from each other by © 


vuleanized forks, 


cover and forms one pole of a cell, while each re- 


Every alternate plate is con- 
nected to a lead strip which projects through the — 


maining alternate plate is simiJarly connected to - 


{form the other pole. 


** Rach cell has twenty volts, electro-motive force, 


and a pape e of 1,500 hours. For instance, if 


the rate o 


discharge from one of these cells is 250 — 


a 


amperes, it will deliver this ourrent for sixty _ 


hours. A smaller current can be obtained fora 


longer period, or a larger current for a shorter — 
period of time, provided the product of time ex- | 
pressed in hours, and the current expressed in | 
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amperes does not exceed 1,500 ampere hours,|them so that they would be unable to performito rights soI can go sky-seraping again, Good+ . 
‘qbich is, the.capacity of the cells.” their, functions, day, my friend.” pace 
~ «You have reduced it to a nicety, haven’t you,|. Down sunk the Greyhound faster and faster, he roost ruler looked amazed, and then recov- _ 
Frank?” a, until it seemed to those upon her that they werejering he eried : gi rae 
«J had to, doctor. Knowing the eapacity of thejfalling into a bottomless pit. “Hull on thar, pard! Kain’t] cum upthar on —. 
pells affords me ‘the means of determining the} Then Frank made a most terrifying discovery. |thet thing?” y iE 
amount of current available, and for indicating} It was impossible to get away from the dust} ‘No admittance except on business,” replied 
a time to recharge the battery. You observed|cloud as the vacuum made by the sinking vesse}|/Frank. . Pay 

the clock dial in the pilot-house? Well, the hand/dragged it down toward the earth. ‘Now look hyer! Idon’t never take ‘no’ fer a , 
‘on it gauges the current going in and out of the) Yet the young inventor dared not go down faster,|anser, d’yer see? An’ [’m dretfil curi’us ter see. 
calls, 80 that the pilot can see how much electrical|nor dared he slacken the descent, and the anxiousjjist wot thet consarn is made of.” | 

energy is stored away for use in the accumulators./look upon his face intensified. . As Big Jim said this he tapped the dirty belt 
By a contrivance of my own with my dynamo Ij He glanced significantly at the doctor, and Van-|which held his red shirt in his patched pants, in 
yecharge the cells with electricity I generate my-jeyke understood him, which was thrust a brace of huge pistols, as if to 
self when the supply becomes exhausted, and asit} “I fear,” he muttered, ‘that we will havelsignify that a refusal would lead him to use 





works automatieally I need never look at it, as it/trouble to get out of this!” them, A. i fe 
does its own work, All needful is to supply water] Just then there came a fearful shock, and glane-| Then be approached the air-ship, and, jumping is 
‘to the cells when evaporation necessitates it,” ing out the window, the youth saw that the Grey-/up, he caught hola of the wire-trellis bulwark to ; 
- «But how do you regulate the speed, my boy?”/hourd had struck against something looming up)hoist himself on board, when Frank shouted: © 
«From each end of every group of twenty-five|beneath its hull, ‘¢‘ Stand back there, do you hear? It will be the 

gelis didn’t you notice an insulated wire running | worse if you don’t.” See 
through the wall to the pilot-house to the coptroll- * Git out!” grunted the bully of the mining . 
ine switch, where terminate also similar wires con- CHAPTER YI. town, hauling himself up. 


‘nected with the motor. The switch key .is so ar- ‘* Barney,” shouted Frank to the Irishman who 
ped that by moving it in three different. posi- Perey ence eee eat S was in the pilot-house, i 
tions three different rates of speed can be gained.| . The cries of the others apprised: Frank that they| ‘Ay, ay, sor!” replied O’Shea, 
It is done. by varying the arrangement of each|were not a little frightened at the accident, and} ‘Pull lever No, 5.” | 
group of twenty-five celis, so that the electro-mo-jthen the air-ship gave a violent lurch and shot} ‘’Tis done, sor!” ' 
five force on which the speed of the motor de-jover, bow and side foremost. — “Ouch!” yelled Big Jim. 
pends is changed, For example, with 1,000 sells ar-| Grasping the helix lever Frank pulled it, and} He received an electric shock that nearly para- 
yanged in 500 series, and twenty in parallel, the/the wheels began to spin, raising the airship to ajlyzed him, doubled up, squirmed about, and then 
electro-motive force would be 1,000 volts, and thejlevel, keel: l suddenly letting go, he fell to the ground, while the — 
nominal eurrents 230. This is the third position.| Then he shoved it in, and the vessel settlingjother miners fairly howled with laughter and de- | 
The other two are decreased accordingly so thatislowly down again enveloped in the dust cloud,|rision. z 
the force is from two hundred miles an hour down|finally struck the earth. He did not say a word after he got upon his feet, 
toa mere drag through the air. The helices are} The flanges sprang out, braced it up, and they|but bending a look of amazement first at his hands 
independent of the propellers, have as muchisaw that it was the ledge of a rocky acclivityjand then at the air-ship, he suddenly took to his 
power, and the wings also have their own individ-|which they first touched, heels and ran away. . 
ualforce, So you see I control each separately.” But they made a safe landing, and they saw the} When he was at a safe distance he yelled tothe .. 
“Then you can go on storing your accumulators (dust flit on, falling in great masses here and there|rest: \ 
with electricity and keep voyaging in mid-air forjalong the ground, and then presently the semi-| ‘Sufferin’snakes! Scatter! It’s from Old Nick, ; 
an indefinite period?” gloom faded away and thesunlight began to gleam|an’ stings like blazes !” : 
“ Until food, water or accidents compel us to de-|through the reddish mist. _ Frank ordered Barney to start the electric lights, 
cend.” | Objects afterwards became plain to them, and/and, running up in the bow, he turned the search- .. 
* And if you alight suddenly?” gradually they began to discern a number ofsmall)light upon Big Jim, half blinding him. 
“The flanges fly out along the keel, and a sys-/houses scatterec here and there, while close beside} That frightened the others away, and when they - 
tem of flexible springs ease the concussion, while|them was a railroad track. were gone Frank turned to his companions, re- 
if we strike in the water her hullisof suchabuoy-} ‘A settlement! exclaimed Frank, ‘‘Are you/marking: 
ancy and smoothness at the runs she is bound tolall safe?” *“We are rid of those pests for awhile,but they | 
stay at the surface, and the stern propeller will} The rest replied in the affirmative, and looking)will haunt us as long as we remain, and may do us | 
drive her and the rudder steer her as in most or-/out the glass windows they saw a number ofjsome injury. The peculiarity of our descent and | 
oddity of our vessel’s appearance has stirred them 
up, so the best thing we can do will be to set to 
work at once cleaning the machinery so that it 
will work, and depart from this place.” 


-, a 


dinary ships.” rough-looking people come running toward them, 
Frank had hardly given this explanation, when/|while off to the easuward, and subdivided into sec- 
suddenly there came a cry from Pomp, who haditions, the dust cloud went rolling along on its 
been standing up forward looking at the distanticourse, leaving some of itself scattered over the 
mountains, and they all glanced ahead. settlement, while the rest was whirled up into the} The others assented, and ull bands pitched in 
A cyclone!” exclaimed Frank, eying the sky/sky again in masses, vigorously. f 
abead, The air remained hazy a while and then gradu-| But the dust had created so much damage that i 
“No,” said the professor; “‘ it is simply a wind-lally cleared off, as the last remains of the dust/|several days slipped by before their labor was at ~ 
storm coming over the mountains, but it is a\was blown away. an end. - 
_mighty dangerous customer.” Frank went out on deck, and saw that the air-| Inthe meantime a strict watch was constantly 
» “But see,’ said Frank, ‘it is but one immenseiship was coated with dust particles, while a nume-)kept upon the vessel until every one in the town 
cloud of reddish-yellow dust. By Jove! it looks|ber of the natives of the settlement, all looking)had come and inspected the queer craft which had 
queer!” like miners, came hurrying toward the air-shipj|fallen like a meteor from the sky, dragging down 
“And it will be queerer for us when it strikes us,| with every evidence of intense curiosity. with it the strange ‘dust clouds which had covered 
Frank.. That fine dust has been lifted from some} There were several men‘standing at a respectable|the town with its particles. 
Pacific island or blown from the crater of a voleano|distanee from it when Frank appeared, and he! At the endof the third day, Frank left the Grey- 
ina state of eruption. Carried perhaps thousands|heard one of them cry: re ‘ hound forthe purpose of making an examination 
of miles by the upper stratas of wind; if it fallson| ‘Sufferin’ snakes, ef thar ain’t ahuman critter|of the town, as they were to depart that night, as 
& town it would be apt to bury it to a depth of|’pon ther blamed thing!” soon as he returned. 3 
ten feet. Such phenomena is not rare, If we| ‘ Mus’ be a angel,” suggested another, “‘senseit) It was nota very large settlement, its chief in- 
plunge through it the bearings of the Greyhound’s/cum frum heaven.” r dustry being silver mining in the hill whereon the’ 
machinery may become so clogged that it won’t] ‘“ But, by gosh, it brung enough sand down fromj|air-ship first struck, and it consisted of a railroad — 











work, and we may go crashing earthward faster|them clouds!” added ancther, depot, a grocery store, a score of houses and seve- 

than we came up.” Frank walked over to the railing and addressediral drinking saloons, besides the mining property. i 
Without uttering a single word Frank hurried|them with: It was a coo), clear night, and as Frank walked ~ 

into the pilot-house, **Good-afternoon, gents. What townis this, any-jthrough the main street, he came toa vile-looking ;. 
Grasping the levers, he stopped the advance of|way?” resort bearing the name of Sandy Ellis, wherein 

the Greyhound, and spreading the huge wings,| “Jiminey! he torks English!” said the first|was congregated a. crowd of noisy miners, 

he almost stopped the Boltese. speaker, Out of mere curiosity, Frank went into the sa- 


The air-ship began to rapidly descend, while the} The others nodded, and the man, who seemed tojloon, and saw that the noisy demonstration was 
doctor hastened aft with Pomp, sent May Blossom|have more courage than the rest, ventured nearer/made over the card-tables, at which a number of 
inside, and with the aid of Matt iautirass andito the Greyhound and said: miners sat gambling. 

Harry Howard, everything was lashed secure. ‘Reckon youse is pilgrims in these yere parts;) They glanced at him curiously, as they recog- 

The erratic movements of the queer dust cloud|but howsumever I don’t mind a-tellin’ yer as ye’ve|nized him as one of the men from the air-ship, but 
forestalled them though for it swept toward thejlit on Glory Gulch, an’ I hopes as yers won’t fin’|he paid no attention to them, and joining a group 


air-ship with unexpected velocity, and ere they|jno argyfyin’ in ther place.” clustered round one of the tables, he peered over =~ 
Were a thousand feet nearer the earth, they be-| “ Mining settlement?” asked Frank. at the players. 4 
came enveloped init. “TI reckon. (Who be youse, anyway? Frum; They were two in number, one being Big Jim, _ 

The wind roared‘ and buzzed around the Grey-jheaven?” and the other a smooth-faced man with along , 


hound, and those on’ deck were foreed to seek| “Not quite. Thisis 4 flying machine, and we’re|nose, black hair, and city clothing. 
shelter indoors, as the fine particles of dust got in|from the east.” _ |. Thetwo were playing draw poker, and as Frank 
_ their lungs, as they breathed, and nearly strangled| ‘Sufferin’ snakes! we reckoned as the Day o’|joined the group, he saw that the bewhiskered 
_ them, 3 Jedgmint hed drapped on us!” miner was losing heavily. ye 
In an instant the vessel was enshrouded, and| ‘“ What district is this, my friend?” } ; The smooth-faced man coolly and quietly pock- 
_ the dust covered it all over, changing the appear-| ‘I kalkerlate we’se in Idaho, an’ I’m Big Jimjeted his winnings, and announced that he would , 
_ ance of everything. | wot rules ther roost in Sandy Ellis’ shebang yan-jplay one more deal. d 
_ _Afew moments later there sounded a strangejder. I dunno whether yers know wot greased| ‘‘Itis only to give you a chance to get even,” 
_ Stating noise at the axes of the helices, and at thejlightnin’ is in your diggings, but if you’ll drap inter|said he, quietly. ; . 
bearings of the propellers. ah Sandy’s slush-bucket wi’ me I'll treat ther hull). “ An’ sufferin’ snakes,” said Big Jim, swearing 5 
_ An anxious look swept over Frank’s face, crowd 0’ yers.” roundly at his ill-fortune, ‘‘it’s nigh time, too, fer | 
Then the wheels began to stick, slip, stick and| He pointed at the rest who had come out onjhere’s ther last ounce o’ silver I’ve got!” | 
par RS uM i Mi ed) ake | . ldeck just. then, and leered at May Blossom, but} He anted it up, and the stranger, forsuch he 
is 6 dust was getting inaround the bearings, and|Frank had learned all he wanted to know, as he/jwas in the town, shuffled and dealt the cards. ‘ 
although the electric pressure kept the wheels|replied carelessly : ; He then anted[up, and the miner drew two cards 7. 
_ Spinning, it was obvious that it must soon choke] “Much obliged; but I’ve got to get this machine|while he drew one. on 
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it Big Jim called him at once and laid a hand on 


- everybody’s surprise, each was seen to hold four 


- he exclaimed. 
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nken miners weré abashed, and lowered|ing glimpse I caught of him falling from the bg). F 
tiveie castles as their gaze fell upon the handsomejloon, clinging to the parachute, was correct,” tt 
cirl so fearlessly braving them, and; they slunk “Who is the gentleman you refer to that I Te. 
_|back a few paces. semble?” blandly asked Jack Flush, with a cu. | 
_“ How’s this, though, hey?” demanded Jim with} Big Jim though was sulky, and roared: __ {ous expression. t 
an evil leer. ‘Sufferin’? snakes! Didn't one o’ them pilgrims} ‘Oh, he isan enemy of mine,” said Harry, “ By | 
They both flung down their hands, when, to/eheat me out o’ my dust? An’ when t’other one he must either be dead, or at all events he car. | 
piled in an’ we run an’ fit, he drapped two o’ ther|tainly is ey hundred miles from here, Your 
Aas. | fellers wot wuz with me.” features and the tones of your voice are strikingly 7 
That one or the other hac cheated was manifest) Just then Dr. Vaneyke shot the powerful search|like his. But of course I must be mistaken, ag | 
at once, and they accused each other of foul play)jight in the faces of the miners, and Pomp having)you say, and trust that you will pardon the error.” _ 
while a wild howl went up from the crowd, wholeome out of the magazine with several hand-gren-| Jack Flush bowed stiffly, a strangely sareastig | 
looked unfavorably at the stranger, ades, at Frank’s order they were flung among thejexpression upon his face; and looking up Smiling. 
He was @ determined fellow, though, for he|qrunkards and exploded, creating a terrific up-|ly, he replied in careless tones : 4 | 
jerked a revolver from his hip-pocket, covered|;oar, ‘‘Suech mistakes are not at all rare, I hayg | 
the miner, who started back and seized the pot. Shouting, injured apd panic-stricken, the half-jmade them myself. And now, Mr. Reade, as Iam } 
“Turn over your cards until I see the backs!” |plinded men took to their heels and ran. to become one of your crew, and wish to settle | 
Frank had gone to the pilot-house, and the mo- myself, if you will kindly assign me to my quar 
** Naw i won't!” growled Jim. ment be saw there was no immediate danger of|ters, and explain my duties, I will endeavor to 
“Then I will do it for you,” interposed Frank.|peing blown up with the dynamite carried by the|do my work to your entire satisfaction,” a 
And reaching out, ve did as he threatened in almipers, he pulled the helix lever, the wheels buzzed; “You will oceupy stateroom No.9 on deck,” 
twinkling. around, and the air-ship ascended. said Grank, ‘‘and cauassist Matt Mainbrace in the | 
Everybody saw that Big Jim’s four aces were] A}] the reddish-brown dust had been removed/general work such as he will explain to you.” 
printed on cards with backs much different from|from the Greyhound, and the machinery worked| The stranger bowed again, and averting his dark | 
those of the deck they had. been using, again as usual, face to conceal a sinister smile, he walked aft with | 
His flagrant villainy was exposed, but he wasnot| “At an altitudé of 6,000 feet Frank brought thejthe old sailor, muttering beneath his breath; 4 
disposed to submit to defeat without a struggle,|Greyhound to a pause, and following the direc-| “Safe! I feared exposure, But Ralph Des. 
vniair as it was. tion of the searchlight which Matt Mainbrace was|pard’s smooth face has saved him, They don't | 
So he drew his own weapon, and was about tojnow managing, he saw all the miners of the/knowme. By heavens, this chance luck is won. 
fire at the stranger, when Frank gave hima pushiGuich out in the street gazing up at the air-jderful! Landed safe with my parachute, and re. | 
und sent him reeling, ship. solved to seek my fortune in California, I set out 


‘6 Dina’ ; ’ 
Stranger,” said he to the smooth-faced man, “They look as if they might be surprised, 


»|giving up all hopes of ever seeing the air-ship o 
ca § site seen how he cheated you, and I will back gaid the young inventor to the stranger, who its passengers again. Stranded for want of funds — 
you up ¢ stood in the pilot house beside him. | 


| 

; i to proceed ee than i de et had to alight q | 
thon He reno yered limeelt and ception io ponebaiee| s Hoatoely more -s0' than 1 iam,” | replied the) [OU Te Cale Fe eye sea ie Rapostcd to be aes | 
oet » |the dust storm had driven the Greyhound to earth © 



































** Hold on there, that’s mine,” said the stranger, 
*€ See here!” 


by the strangest of all fates, it happened to be that 
ed tones: : 

; “s ir-ship of my invention. : 
“You'd better not. The whole gang willback| ,, YOU @re upon an a | at the very same spot. What aqueer fatality! It 
him up and murder you. Best to skip. Much Ne ebdies gale, ert 2 vconteen » Una) F120! seems as if I am destined to become oe et 
OMe You dont belong in this town, do your” |,“ AS safe as it you was on the Jand. But TESS yi covinead that I am born tobe the ul | 

say, how came you to be in Glory Guleh, gamb- mate husband of May Blossom, and to possess this ] 


‘No. Just arrived to-day.” i ith Bie Jim?” 
‘I thought so, Then you too would perish. Sere arebe ad there by train, to-day, quite aeci-/mountain of gold! No doubt of it, But I must _ 


; ithme, Ill gi - 14.) Dé i i su 
uge, Hurryup!” ee  fdentally, ‘he fect is, I was on my Way to Call-/Pley My Gattn Shit Diy os nard, there les ronien | 
The rest of the gang looked ugly, so, after a ful destiny before you. Chanes has thrown the 
glance at them, the mun seemed to reluctantly as- roy means in my way to gain a wife, and a huge fort- 
nents ane eases On bun eee Bie Jim shot! ‘(How would you like to take a trip to Aus- i venbe aye” and at the same time a chance ] 
: oaths eee , tralia with me in this craft, in search for a moun- . : 

after him, and, catching sight of Frank as he ob- ban) ofiaold t , And Ralph Despard, for he the man was, went 


served that he missed his mark, he cried: inchs i : 
‘An? thar’s thet white-faced brat wot'’s on ther By Jove! That is a grand prospect. Can I Soe inte a with the bluffold sailor, 


ship as cum frum ther sky, which same did me a|8°?" ; : an he Wha a oaGnk. G 
powe’ful hurt tother day !” ‘You can if you like. I need one more man sap ees a. #0ne, » Harry and May 


Rate eta ee tb re soitrv : ; a : 7 
ee s in wi’ ther pilgrims, Jim,” said one of the oon will gone bo stop dn: California: for: bin hath ce. an ineteant & deep silence ensned between | 
‘‘Sufferin’ snakes! He'll do us all a sight o’| ‘‘And glad of the chance,” eagerly said the ory eae Bays we serious look upon his | 
harm it we le’ ’em go. Eve been a-lookin’ fe jist stranger. ea cae oH nt arene it Spade Mr. Reade.” | 
this chance ter git ’em off o’ that wessel. Come ran anced at Dim intently & moment, rs : z , , eat hls : | 
on.” 8 << Tt Sean to me,” ‘said be jCakesntiong “that I pec oan I say I much fancy him myself, | 
He pushed out the door after the two fugitives,|have met you before.” ty ; s 
followed by the whole.gang, and, as they sat down| ‘* Hardly possible, sir. I'ma New Yorker, name He aoe a BAe a oe plance, ang 
the street after Frank and the stranger, they began|of Jack Flush.” ii esp vingest manner, Kin aS ay rie ante 
to discharge their revolvers after the two. “Your face is strangely familiar to me some-|!Y, 22 do ita hit i do not intend to have any- | 
In nowise slow to return the fire, Frank andjhow, though.” thing to do wi iD. || 
the man reached the Greyhound in safety, and) ‘Case of mistaken identity,” said the other,| A fact that struck the trio singularly, and gave |} 
went up the ladder to the deck, where the cause|shrugging his shoulders, ~ ground to their first suspicions, was that Mr.Jack } 
of the trouble was explained to the rest. He was a well-proportioned feliow, in city-made|Flush, although professing some trepidation about — 
This was hardly done, when the gang of drunken|clothing, and kept his face shaved clean, his black|the air-ship’s safety, he unconsciously seemed to | 
miners, headed by Big Jim, came rushing toward|hair cut short, and had a long nose, black eyes,jsuddenly forget it, exhibit an intense satisfaction | 
the air-ship, some of them carrying small cans ofjand a nervous manner. at being on the Greyhound, and mioreover he ap- | 
blasting dynamite in their hands, Frank started the Greyhound ahead, and ex-|peared to be perfectly at home at that sickening | 
“They're a hull gang tergether, pards !” shout-| plained the situation to Jack Flush, after which he/@levation, ices | 
ed Big Jim, “See thar, They’re on that wessel|vave the wheel to Barney, and went out with the People unaccustomed to aerial navigation would | 
now. Fire ther dynamite cans at ’em,.an’ blow|/man and introduced him to the others. invariably become nauseated upon reaching a 
‘em body an’ soul outer Glory Gulch, up ter ther) Barry Howard was as much struck with Jack|high altitude, complain of dizziness, buzzing In 
sky agin!” | __|Flush as Frank had been, for as soon as the strang-|the ears, difficulty of breathing, and so on. | 
The men raised their fearful missles, aiming|oy spoke the young man started, bent a piereing| But Jack Flush made no such complaints, q 
enough of the terrible explosive to blow the Grey-|>jance upon the other, and with a curious leok| Indeed, he seemed to be in his element, more 
hound to pieces. upon his face he asked « -» |than the rest, but they did not suspect that his | 
Foran instant Frank and the others were half)“ Hayen’t I met you before somewhere, Mr,|#eronautic experiences had made the best voyager _ 
stupefied with consternation over the peril of their) wiysh 2” : ‘lof him of any upon the aeronef, 


position, for there seemed to be no escape from) «Mr, Reade asked me the same question, I} Two days passed uneventfully by, when the | 


fornia, to prospect, as I baye no future, and 
have got to earn my living some how or anoth- 





« 
fl 





the almost certain death staring them grimly in|qoubt it, though.” Grevrhound came to a broad stretch of rolling | 
their faces. “The tones of your voice are strangely familiar|prairie after passing over Fremont’s Park, and © 
| to me.” merging over the State of Nevada. a 
CHAPTER VII, ‘‘ How odd! It must bea fancied resemblance,| Miles upon miles of tall prairie grassrojled away 
THE STRANGER. however.” — in the distance with a dried-up appeatance, while | 
: Harry shook his head with a puzzled look. here and there herds of cattle could be seen brows- © 
It seemed as if the doom of those upon the} ‘ Perhaps,” he hesitatingly replied. ‘* Yet youling. : “if 
Greyhound was sealed when they saw Big Jim and/so strongly remind me of—of—of—— Let me see.} “Such a hunting ground!” exclaimed Harry 
the miners menacing them with the eans of blast-| Who can it be?” f Howard. “IfI only had a rifle now, I would so _ 


ing dynamite. _| .He pondered a moment, meantime keeping alenjoy a shot atthose buffaloes, Mr. Reade. I never — 
Quick to forestall the trouble though, Frank/sharp scrutiny fastened upon the stranger, who/saw anything like it before.” 
turned to May Blossom, who stood beside Harry|smilingly returned his glance; but the effort failed| ‘There are plenty arms on board,” replied | 


Howard, and hastily whispered : —he could not remember, Frank, as he leaned over the taffrail with Howard, 
“Quick, miss, go and speak to them. They; May Blossom touched Harry upon the arm. “and as our store of meat will have to be replen- 

would listen to you. That will give us time to act| ‘I recollect,” said she, quietly. ‘* He looks lJikelished soon, we might alight here for a couple of 

in self-defense!” Ralph Despard.” hours and give you a chance. But it would bea 


The girl saw that the air-ship might never leave} ‘‘ Yes, by Jove! so he does!” exclaimed Harry,|far easier matter to fling some hand-grenades 
Glory Gulch if prompt action did not ward off the} vehemently. , | Jamong them, and simply go for the meat.” ij 
impending danger, AA **Ah! I recall to mind,” said Frank, ‘‘ It was aj “I would be just as well satishedthat way.” 

_So she ran tothe bulwarks with her hand up-|photograph of your enemy which you showed me,| “Then I will drop overa grapnel anchor at the © 
raised, and cried in ee piercing tones: oward, that made me think I had seen Mr. Flush|end of a’ long, fine, but strong rope, I use for 4 
*“Stop! Be men! ould you murder a helplessjsomewhere before. But then Mr. Despard wore ajcable, and we can descend upon the next herd we 


girl?” thick black beard and rather lohg hair, if the fleet- meet.” 
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AND HIS GREYHOUND OF THE AIR. _ 
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and Howard wentup forward and dropped) “It will take but léss than five minutes for the| ‘Why do you deny it? Look at yourhands!? 
the drag over, after which they proceeded to the/flames to reach us, for already I feel their Scoreh-| “ Mrue, hey are covered! It must be from the ! 
pilot-house. gz e eertas tes ing heat, and less than three minutes for that herd/machinery.” . Wie ar | 
Faking the management of the air-ship from|of frenzied buffaloes to trample us under their| ‘I have no grease on the machinery. I use ~ 
pr. Vaneyke, Prank lowered the Greyhound to- hoofs, But—ah! By heavens, what’ is ‘this I|oil.” Fest cutaiteage * 
ward the earth, thi . see?” . ‘*Yes, I know. But I was helping the cook, ° 
“She descended to withia one hundred feet of the| “The air-ship is descending,” shouted Harry. jand—and accidentally got some lard on my hands, ° . 
gronnd, and ott a along a Short distance wher] And he told the truth, for it came down with alyou know, and——” a 
rhe grapnel caug tunder the fallen trunk of an im- fearful rush from the height of nearly a thousand] “ That willdo, Mr. Flush,” said Frank, dryly. 

feet in the space of two minutes; the wings flew] “‘I hope you do not imagine! did it on pure. | 


i" 
AW 
i 


mensetree. ; | 

‘As it promised to hold, and there was a large/out, and the trailing drag rope descended near|pose?” | | aoe 
herd of buffaloes but a short distance away, Frank them. 5 phy art Well, Lhope not,” said Frank, and bestowing 
stopped the ropellers, and folding the wings he} The buffaloes were almost upon them, whenia look of singular interest upon the man-headded; , 
kept the helices going at just sufficient speed to] they both sprang for the drag rope and seized it. |‘* Dry your hands and help Mr, Howard up, if you‘ 
hold the Greyhound up to the limit of her drag.. “Allright! Up! up!’shouted Frank.’ ‘}please, I must hurry to the pilot-house to as- ° 

« Why don’t you land her?” asked Howard. Evidently the steersman .heard them, for thejsume charge of the wheel, so that we can get out © 


“No. We can go down upon a rope-ladder.|next instant the halices buzzed around, the hugejof our present danger.” 


Should the herd of buffaloes run this Way there is| wings beat, and the air-ship ascended just as the} The man muttered some inaudible reply, and (; 
ling what damage they might do if they struck] whole herd of beasts went rushing pell mell over|Frank hurried away, as he observed that Barney - 


no ‘el : § i 
the ship, .Up here she is safe,” J the spot Frank and Harry had just evacuated by|was not handling the Greyhound as skillfully as . 
«That isso. Ah, and here is Pomp with thejclinging to tke rope. | she should have been managed. | ‘ 
enades,’ Up into the air shot the Greyhound; the grapnel} When he was alone Jack Fiush turned his face ‘ 


eThe negro brought each ef them half a dozen of|just passing over the backs of the buttaloes as they|aside with a Satanic smile hovering at the corners '* 
the missiles, and they went down the rope-ladder went thundering by, Frank and Harry each cling-jof his mouth, and. darting a scowling glance after 
tothe ground, Dr. Vaneyke was lett in charge of|ing to the drag rope as the air-ship ascended. — _{Frank, he hissed softly: t 
the Greyhound, and when they alighted they crept} An instant more and they might have been| ‘“Inearly finished you then. But I may meet 
in toward the buffaloes, keeping well to that side/trampled to death beneath those flying hoofs of|with more success at getting rid of Harry Howard, «¢ 
where the wind could not betray their presence to|the terrified beasts. | | I have sworn that he shall not live. If lean rid »° 
the keen-scented beasts. Clouds of smoke as black ay midnight were|/myself of all of you but the girl, it will take me & 
They were fully a milo away, but Frank and his/sweeping toward them, laden with glittering sparks|but a short time to gain the knowledge needful to - 
companion soon traversed the distance, and then/of fire carried up by the wind that swept the flame/navigate this aeronef. Then I shall be‘master of ° 
flung the grenades with unerring precision. along. s /the situation! It will cost me but little trouble to ; 
Several loud intonations followed, then a fear-| Up, up, up, aseendéd the Greyhound,.but only/carry out this voyage you have undertaken. [I ; 
ful roar as the startled buffajoes took frigkt, and a/half the danger was past, for they yet had to get{havé your map and explanations, and can easily '* 
moment later there was a terrific commotion|beyond the reach of the fierce flumes that came/find your mountain of gold. All would then bein »! 
among the herd as they scattered and dashed off|roaring over the prairie in the form of an-enor-/my possession. I shal! yet conquer in this uneven ' 
from the place they were occupying. _ |mous shell, battle,” 4 
*Run!” exclaimed Frank in alarm. ‘“ They} The heat that began to sweep around the aero-| He felt the rope shaking beneath him, and knew | 
are coming this way!” nauts became almost insufferable, and Frank)that Harry was coming up, although he could not 
The heavy pounding of hundreds of clover hoofs| gasped as he glaneed upwards: | ~ Yse¢ him. t 
fairly made the ground shake, and a billowy mass| “They have taken in the ladder!” ’ ‘A cunning look crossed his face, a sly, villainous \¢ 
of surging bodies packed in a dense heap was| ‘ What shall’ we do?” asked Harry, in dismayed|look that boded no good. for the youth, for he t 


seen rushing toward the two youths, tones. glanced all around very carefully, and seeing no ;‘ 
“They will trample us to death!” gasped How-| ‘“Goup! Climb the rope to the deck, There isjone near him, ke rapidly drew a knife from its :: 
ard, aghast. no other way to reach it. Besides, it is hazardous/sheath in his breast pocket. 4: 
“Not if we reach the Greyhound in time,” to remain here, for when the flames get beneath) ‘Then he Lent over the rope with it. re 

APSR A “One cut across these: strands,” he muttered | 


“But look! Whatis that fre and smoke back|us we may burn.” | vs 
“You go first, as you will have to manage thelsoftly, ‘and down he goes, his soul in eternity.” * 


of them ?” 
* By Jove, Howard, the exploded grenades have/ship when you get there,” said Harry. Just then Harry came in sight of the man. i 
set lire to the dried up prairie grass, and the wind ot to lose any time in argument, Frank began} He did not see the keen knife held within an - 


is spreading the flame and driving it toward the/to climb up the rope in the: fast gathering gloom,|inch of ‘the fragile drag-rope, but vould just dimly, 
air-ship, Horror! it welose a moment we are|from the dense clouds of smoke pouring up from|see the outlines of the man’s figure. 
lost!” . the fire. The Greyhound was darting upward very rapid-! 
Withghe speed of the wind they rushed toward] ‘The Greyhound ‘furned around as he ascended, |ly, and shooting straight ahead,.far in advance of 
the air-ship, the thundering herd of,terrified buf-|and darted away ahead of the bellowing fire. the flames, » ° a 
faloes rushing bellowing after them. It was ‘a terrible race, for the flames, driven by} The explanation Barney made to Frank was that! 
he flame spread with lightning rapidity, and|a swift wind, came sweeping along almost as fast/upon seeing the danger menacing them, the grap-.' 
shot up in the sky, ran off on both sides, and in a/as the air-ship went, upon seeing which Barneyj|nel had been shaken loose, and they raised the \ 
few minutes the roaring crimson tongues of fire|Kept raising the Greyhound. ‘ Greyhound to go to their aid before the fire or the* 
and dense volumes of smoke were fairly licking} Frank glanced down, and ashudder passed over|buffaloés could reach them. f 
at the clouds as the wind drove it toward the Grey-|him as he saw the fire overtake the herd of buffa-| The scene beneath the air-ship was appalling, for f 
hound, ,0e8, and in an instant the unfortunate beasts werejthe burning prairie spread out an enormous sea of ? 
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On ran the tivo youths as the fearful heat rushed| wrapped in the midst of the awful flames, flame that had stretehed in every direction, and 
upon them, and faster came the now maddenéd|} ‘It might have been our fate!” muttered thejthe roaring sound of the conflagration was borne 
herd of buffaloes after them, as they realized that;)young inventor. to their ears distinetly. © — 1 


they were pursued by the awful fire:which had| Darker and darker if became all around him, as} Mighty billows of fire were rolling east and west, * 
sprung up so unexpectedly. he slowly climbed up the swaying rope, until atia crimson glow shading the clouds, and millions 
_ And to inerease the horror of their situation, |last, enveloped as the ship became in the blackjof flying cinders and sparks floating amid the 
Frank and Harry saw the air-ship suddenly break smoke, it was hard to see anything moré than ajsmoke banks. 
from her anchorage and dart up in the air. yard in advance, | ; The fire was rushing’along at a fearful rate of 
There was a crimson hue to this darkness thatispeed, throwing’ out waves of scorching heat that! 
CHAPTER VIII. came from the fire, but the flames were yet too)were felt by'every one om the ascending air-ship. 
. far away to break entirely through the dense pall.| Fortunately though, the Greyhound was far be-4 
TREACHERY. Up went Frank, and at last he reached the hull,/yond ‘the reach of the. fire, and was momentarily 
Tae two imperiled youths came to a pause, and|when, upon glancing upward a chill’ of horror|widening the space. * E 
glanced at each other in the most intense dismay.|passed over him to see the evil face of Jack Flush} Harry was half exhausted by his climb, and as } 
“We are abandoned to our fate!’ exclaimed| peering over the edge of the bulwark down uponihe discerned the outlines of Jack Flush’s figure, . 
Frank, pointing at the ascending air-ship. ‘‘They|him. he shouted: 12 
have seen the fire sweeping this way, and, fearing} He leaned directly over the drag-rope, and] “TI say, Reade, help a fellow up, will you?” ir 
that it may overwhelm them, they mean to rise in|there was a sinister expression upon his dark,} No reply came from the man, but he crouchec/: 
the airabove it and thus escape the impending |evil face. , back behind the railing to keep his face hidden 
danger,” . _. . “Hullo! is that you, Mr. Reade?” he cried. from Harry’s' view, and raised his knife to sever* 
“No! No! They would not act so cowardly,”| “Lend mea hand to get up; I’m tired,” panted|the drag-rope. ; 2 
gasped Howard. “How could they have the|Frank. Nettled at getting no reply, Howard continued‘. 


hearts toabandon us this way to our fate? Itis| “Certainly. Here! Wo wero all anxious aboutjup. 
too inhuman!” you,” said Flush. — - ** Rather mean of him!’ he thought. 


“Yet the proof is obvions,” exclaimed Frank. He reached over, and Frank grasped his hand,| Just then Jack Flush’s knife struck the rope © 

“We must not remain hére,though. It would|when like a aan his own hand stipped through/and the keen edge glanced over it where it rested,’ 
be certain death! Can’t you hear the pounding of|it,and he only saved himself from pitching overjon the railing. t 
the buffaloes’ hoofs—can’t you hear their frantic |to the earth below by snatching atthe rope again} There came an cminous rip. }. 
bellows of fear—can’t you sée the rushing mass of|and checking the fall, It was cut hal} in two. ee @ 
their dark bodies coming toward us?. It isduath| “Heavens! save yourself!” gasped Flush. Chagrined, the man raised the knife again, anc: 
to stay, I tell you! They will crush us. Moreover,| ‘Oh!’ exclaimed Frank, in startled tones. just as Harry’s head appeared in sight, he slashec" 
the fire is sweeping down upon us with appall-| He hung there panting for breath an instant, |the knife over the first cut, severing the strand:! 
_ing speed, and within a few minutes those raging|and then hoisted himself up to the deck unas-|that remained. es 
flames May engulf us in their licking tongues. |sisted. ; This time there was’ no bungling. 2 
The fearful, choking smoke will envelop us, and| Jack Flush had drawn back with a pale face,) And like a flash the rope went down, and th? 
Reade, Reade, we will be strangled to death !” and was watching him with an uneasy expres-|wretch who cut it’ rushed away muttering glee! 

Courageous as Frank was he could not help re-|sion. a : —. ffully : 
alizing thata frightfuldoom was staring them in| Frank récovered and glanced at his fingers. “By heavens, Harry Howard is a corpse now! 
® face, | He started, and a look of intense suspicion|I am avenged!” a Ik 


_ _ Ho glanced at tha surcing buffaloes, then at the|crossed his face; then he sprang toward the man, 

_ Taging flames that spread over the eastern heav-/grasped him by the wrist, raised his arm and ex- CHAPTER Ix 

_ Sas like an infernal canopy, and then he turned|claimed excitedly: : : | i 
his glance upon the Greyhound, soaring far above} ‘‘ Your hand is covered with grease !” THE SUBTLE DRUG, _ cee 

i the sky, and his glance became riveted there. ‘No, no, it can’t be, and yet——” Down shot the rope, the end having bee 
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me ea “FRANK READE, JR., AND HIS GREYHO 
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and bold her up over the eltyti rh, 
-.iI’}j] stay here, and boi j a im 

c - s , : aot and for-jI 1s STAY ea an we i} des ‘end. 

| | y to my.confessson > aid relieved. ond all the rest went into the bang 
ave as d| ‘* Mr. Howard, listen to 0 left me to ee eV Ot ctor and all the : 
vtwisted around Harry Howard’s leg, so a eins ive an innocent man, Mr, Bene in my belt,as The d aye jointed saloon aft, where Pomp bas 
lelimb easier, just.as the youth caught hold 0 ys and I had my unsheathed - » over to help|somery : aE y eattil repast, and as they all took the. 
“trellis work of the bulwarks. bi frie Wac eras it now. 1 was just leon ae aT tarod the|spread a ta eae peat han ae Fiesb'ene 
' His seizing the bulwarks had Peron whet itiyou up, when the edge of ee orrified, as it fell,iseats ans Geto antes and he mutteress 
eT Whee avectitely acsasen to ree, ib go, andidrag-rope, and I rushed away ™ Wore ory morsel but my ows ix drogeed. Wie. 
) fell he was eon, moonsciously tkom an al-limagining that I had ue tesa d, eh?” fe: Every morse ou will all be-asleep a ey 
‘had just ae eee - oe. oS Ab) So.that mee ‘it was the merest acci-jin ten eee subdue Prank Reade. seemenee 
FF avis hotles that the trellis work offered a| ‘It was, indeed; bu : 


imercy. 
safer means of gaining the deck, it was to that factident.” 
é 












































: : itt e it Iny hands. How fortunate ther | 
do not doubt it, Jack Flush.” ship Win opt at those subtle com ounds, and s 
; i i Fs Oo no 2 ru » y (aD Be Me eee - : ort *- 
plese ae et iter Reta tre ae ae that you forgive an anne <7 Ore i notigreater blessing that I bad & vial my pock 
; ; ack £jush, : ise, man ae aaa 8S 
Uivpnra Gon en putter: jarasthe rope was snarled] ‘‘ With all ray heart. . Rise, | irhe party at the table was merry), and the Beas 
Vrs d his jeg—a jerk that nearly tore his hands}kneel to me. ot to mention. the matier 44° a air sharpened thelr appetites, 40 that they 
around his leg at init down sikh tt ‘* But I beseech you nott edit my innocerce,|ing cold alr Bhar} 
Peo reheat tiene el, ing. to the extrema|to Mr. Reade. He might discredil ‘Dit , a. poorjate with voracity. =. od had bees disposed of 
| The Pe igen cuore: he fast-jand turn me adrift on land again. nay will} But before half the food Bag bh 
length of rope, beeame enormous, and as he fast-|< ; othing in the world, an by one they fell fast asleep in thelreiiaies an. 
ied a firmer hold upon the trellis work with his arts abi BA ON it.” aoe Se lee helpless before the gloating eyes of te. 
hands, he found'that he could but with extreme cere. ee @ fuss you aré. making over a oe oe Seon lelsennie 
ence hiniseit nn te the ple GEtiaRAtG matter, Why, no, of SEs aiery He sprang to his feet, gian vod at them trigmpa- 
ME aietas atrte were, uations cas c eould|won’t say anything if it is going to get you th an, iautly,and pulling a revolver from Ge poeket a. 
6c ty . : 7 7 . - 7 te ere 
acaty move himself an inch, weighted down as he Parent Vikos you!” fervently cried the hypo- mee nv worked like'a chart. She aun 
eT | k inet And now to steal up behind esas and pat 
assistance,” he muttered. /|crite. it, and then|mine! And now to st up bebi J 
és bl iseelae a ent oe Frank Reade, that he}. He grasped Harry’s hand and wEnne. putes Pomp a bulletin his back. All he re wt I can throw from 
ould go a without offering to help a fellow.”} went bone to a Towaad went up to the pilot/the ship save the girl for whom I Rave Fam th 
t}u > : é wai re “ck and ther ” 
A moment later he shouted lustily: approaching : risk, aud then — 
: > cernedly. " bilant chuckle folshed the seplene®, eee. 
**Help! Help! I’m failing!” | /house uncon ¢ ae ks His sibilant cl d th 
. : : i e did not mention what happened. _ ; ol finial th a diab al look on Bis faem And 
No reply came at once, and he felt his puaere Ge Re gaa are tale Howard?” said young bined owe Da . a a eal be erasecuian 
Pe oattelg of intense dismay stole over him. Reade, who held the wheel and had been talking clute e ’ 






















































deck to murder Frank Heade, Jr 

; f ; i Fs ere!ito May Blossom. i LCN AOS 

Help a follow!” Pee teat cfg es pay I’m all right. We missed our buffaloes CHAPTER X. 
! | riage oh aces 2 hehe al > at the ‘HE [ AND FALL OF THE GRETHODED, 

The Sleit titeme. cusapeorieeie, and as his); ‘‘But saved our lives. Just, look en a ne . = — > i a} $ t. leek an ae 
fingers slipped further, he closed his eyes, expect-/fire. We are leaving it behind fast. As a ands! RaLP! re ee ee a 
Ee nobaine bab death, _.\jare under shelter I’) show you what the Grey- knov u - He & the Gresh a ane _— 
groan escaped his lips, and he felt himself/hound can do.” of his tim n 


i ivi 7ers t to their'suceeed in hie designs 
tal}i denlya pair of hands grasped} He pulled the driving wheel levers ou : Oe ne te nine . 
a inte’ ana kis Pucbene was dnakiecedly full extent and set the wings in motion, while the Everybod ¥ upon | Be . Ae — 
fhasited helices were put atarateto keep them at their der the influence - at wees . hott a sid “i 
; j i ed in their food while a wrete H 4 :3 
mp who had hold of him. present altitude, | jer ot Whe Sane Se mm ald 

Por de Loede sake, Massa Howard, yvouse} The air-ship began to drive along so fast that Pomp to prepar > supper, Al 3 oply Preaek 

‘one got mighty hebby fo’a young man ob yo’lthe wind currents fairly shrieked by the ship, and| Reade, Jr.. and himeelf wer 


.TARS, 
c © . o cr ring ’ J ’ y % th his rey iver utched ia hie bast as 

4 9 ky gasped as he got the full benefitithe huge mass of flame astern kept growing small And, wi nd s inad « 
ran wolght tn 5 er and smaller until at last it faded entirely from he left the dining- aloon, Jack Plush stole t ward 
Oh, Pomp! is that you? See—the drag ropelview. ‘ y . the pilot house to delibes ately ans esinale the young 
yroke and becoming tangled around my leg, it is} ‘ I'wo hundred miles an hour!” exclaimed inventor, 60 that be minht gain sole masteey ofthe 
10lding me down,” hurriedly replied Howard, Frank, enthusiastically, as the chormous speed Greyhound and ita passengers 7 

‘* Hull on dar an’ ketch yo’ by one arm so yo’can|made the vessel jar and shake. ‘‘ Iris wonderful!) Within the saioon arognd the table hie eieties 
infix it, Sah,” said the negro, and the next mo- 


Nothing can beat it. If you was on deck, you had fallen is 


in Yarious postures, uader the iefe- 
1ent both of his brawny hands grasped Howard’s|}would be Swept away. Call down the speaking anes of th 


rf *® powertul narcotic poieog he bad intr 
ight wrist, leaving the young man free play of hisi|tube and warn the others to stay indoors, How- duced into their avyetema | . 
ight hand. ard. If everything wasn’t fastened securely on) The drug Was a narcotic, acting on the beale ant 
He lost no time unfastening the unlucky rope) deck, not a thing would remain.” producing sleep, it compounds being ebie@r 
nda-sigh of intense satisfaction burst. from his} ‘At what elevation are we?” queried Dr. Van- opium and morphine, the effect of whieh bad eee 
‘ps as it went whizzing down earthwards, eye. felt within twenty minutes after aking i. 
It was then an easy matter for Harry to get up} ‘About seven thousand feet. I’ve got theidea! The sensations of Jack Plush’s vwietiess eoe- 
9 the deck by the aid of Pomp. 


+ 

of a machine which would 6° even faster than thisimeanced with giddiness, drowsiness, eteper, aad 
He had hardly done so, however, when his glance|one,” then insensibility, all appeariog fo be ecand asker 
2ll upon the severed end of the rope. i “ Faster than this one? Why, it seems impossi-|—.a loud notes « apable of a: Gaing apy Of thea, al 
A fearful suspicion entered his mind ashe pick-|bie.? though they w “ulekly relapse Ie Gao 
d it up, examined it and then showed it to the} «Not at all. The idea just oceurred to meé thatiscilousness aga 
eg Tcould go all the way around the world in twenty- 

e¢ . 


ro. pile a Their breathing WaAA flow and stentertomse, eoas- 
That don’t look as if it broke!” he exclaimed.. |four hours.,”’ stentoriogs, ¢ 


i , tenances livid, pulse feeble, pupils of (Be oF coe 
_« Wha’ yo' sinerwate by dat, sah?” asked Pomp,| « How do you mean, Frank?” tracted to the size of a pin’s peist oa sotemeinte 
‘t ee oie ha boas pai HLS, to explain, you know that the earth turns |r, the stimulus of lich 
** Fo’ de lan’ sakes—no around on its axis once in twenty-four hours don't] “A'phvyaiefan «intl fas A bh : 
**Look. It could not break this way.” .., {¥ou, doctor?” ; : tore an. wo s- Line . . id there — 
** Yo’ tink dis chile done dis, Massa Howard?” “Yes, of course.” um into the wes tr ye; "es 5 = nanan wd 
“No. Of course not.” | “And you know what enormous fore ivht be! hi. oat Dp cop ee SO (GDEe a - 
ary . € 28 might ba blood. and tha oh? « . beste Be : 
“Tse jes come heah, sah. Heerd yo’ callin’ fo’ gained from the magnetic north pole, with peor lwhh aan |, BOS iGo Of thelr hearts Getamees 
elp.” . : erly constructed machine?” rs Build. 
. 





: : oie P ; ' ‘yr @& hal ry > bese mee Eucued : we 

Who was it at the railing a few moments Pe I know what its power is on the compass neoleiee ee aeaet eet “ena th andl waniae 
, | e C A v4 sal ‘aa “ui Cn isin sOHLH, & ‘ 
i : Was outon deck, and glided towant Jase 
“ Well thea, you also know that if a person could |he observed that th . aire hir om oy ' 

construct a means of breathing when beyond the directly o- rt th ty of San Pre Oe 
limit of atmosphere that surr ; The halt. 
Ower Of gravitation would 


go? , 
** Dunno, sah, I didn’ see no one.” 
“That is queer, Where is Mr. Reade?” 
““In de pilot house wid de others, sah,’ . 
** I see we are far beyond reach of the fire.” 
¥f Fo’ shuah! Massa Frank done got de wheel 
Ww.’ 










‘ r the city of San Pranctess 
hones, aoa oe The helix spirals were whieine ae at the 
Th. ena Would float in space.” arte their eae Soarts, and the propellers had stepped 
[ae is be |*86ir revolutions. 
Dil Le ee ihe severed d cag-rope end was triage nearwhere 
«6 i 4 wack Fiush stood , 14 ne —_— ) 
e machine waleh Would cars merteek 2 Magne roma be ean ta ft cout tenay Aenea 
| the sky beyond the belt of atmos and held no ePidly unfastened it from the ring-bolt fm the 
Sees fyhen Jack Flush stepped out from behind there by the force of the polar area old medeck, to which it was thed. and Runnnal ae 
Ho ee i Oar ae ia ak Sears ebaten Gian bi chine could be So constructed that it could contain a non he peered ahead al the giaee pilot-boeee. 
lance became riveted upon the youre’; an (saiiicent quantity of oxygen air to keep me alive) ‘oun “8S not tn it. 
‘* Escaped !” he gas for eats ae man, © Navigable, nce at ti al A cold chill Seemed to strike the schemer. 
3 P gasp Cay. |Proper altitude, I could hold j “+ (ne! 6Hs heard Frank walkine t 
aes is the matter, Mr. Flush?” asked Harry|would spin around beneath me. I could ne earth the other side of - on. — = — 
pROC|EntIyY.# | jone day, and : walt justicold paranirar:.  «  ?, Middle deck-houes and 
the man was ‘ quick witted fellow, and ra nines ee patnne Pee end find myself in thelizad that ‘the vee OBt all over bim as tg 
\ oresaw that unless he could framea plausi : | Mice ba) eee inventor would be 
Ly plausible cae doctor shrugged his shoulders 


. | work miss him tee. 
: he idea,” cs Skeptically Jove it With eh. om the rest. and combinine the 
+ Frank, whereupon they would comparelalgo gee Said he, “seems plau Tinie wath ft 


; : . Sible, but jt! be other tines he had done, swepect 
1otes, and he would get into trouble. is that—the ocean ahead thenaagable. Ah! What] sti Am bafft 
Assuming, therefore, a look of tearful solicitude, tere 


: id again ee I 
. : ldo? [fy “i again f he hissed “What siell 
® hypocrite fell upon one knee in front of the Fra lies San F Fancisco.” influence ROOM. to be the onis o under the 
istonished Harry, and raising his clasped hands “Aro you gore pean Sunk the ship lower fe mence Of th yo ee 


2 ithe otha. ® droug he will certainly ear I Ged 

eOnnane dod: hea ative: P Rank H I scientist, & landing?” asked theher, ton He is quick to act and would net beak 
Pa eco , eaven am 66 7 , : . . ae it a 

tot a murderer !* Be Lie RN a 4°8—in the city, or on the 









«T will go and explain this matter to him,” 
“An? I’se gwine in de galley to git supper ready, 
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They separated, and Harry went across the 





















































= He looked lrn O@ the epot! 

Recs PE ABH ** But here is Po Cutskirts,” or aaa ne ® Cornered animal for £. 
eho was fan aoent the rope?” cried Harry,|ready.> T° Pomp, to announce thar SUPPer isjand dared toe ESDE RO down late the ealeee al 
vo seen d ee Ute ai team ** All right, We dine on boarg Y for the cain “towl after him to shoot bim sor. 

Pt Wise ’ ou all go down. have bis own ‘Bastin SUSpert treachery at cece and 
sas hy . tstol ip read! nese, 















Pi Se ete ATE” : a pu 
FRANK READE, JR., AND HIS GREYHOUND OF THE AIR. 
That the game was lost, the rascal could but ac- Barney, with a broad grin. “But, Masther Frank,|him, and rushing up to him. ‘“ Blow me if ery 
owledge. SiG _... ‘Pye ben in ther batthery-rume a-luckin’ at ther\ain’t Mr. Reade.” si (Coo ee 
«] must let it go, feign the same condition asjindicathers, an? I’m avamoind as yer will have} Jack Flush turned deathly pale, and began ty 
the rest, and await my chances for some otherjter schtore yer Jars wid electricity, for it’s arl-jtremble. Ae 
time!” he muttered, Se . jmosht exharsted it all is, includin’ ther resarve| ‘ By heavens,” he muttered, *T hope he won’, 
He pocketed his revolver, and flinging himself|wans.” _|find out that I started the machinery in hopes 0, 
prone upon the deck, he simulated the appearance) ‘Yes, I know it, Barney. There is not enough'stealing the ship during his absence; but Ill fae, 
of his six victims. ci 5 . -lelectricity left to carry the Greyhound two hours|it out as best I can.” CL EIN 
Nor was he any too quick about it, for Frank hadjlonger, The jars that feed the, helices are better] He had been horrified and disgusted to find tha, 
seen that there was trouble, missed Jack Flush,/supplied than those controlling the propellers, so|the electrical force had all been used up, and fear’ 
and came out to lookforhim. ». {that although I can hold her up in, mid-air twoled death when he found the air-ship falling; bu 
“Tn heaven’s name,fwhat can be the meaning/hours longer, I could not drive her.ahead morejhe did not know atthe time that the accumulato; 
of this?” Frank had muttered, as his startled/thap one-third that space of time, . There we go—|jars had been emptied of their power. Ela 
lange fell upon the sleeping people in the saloon,/down again!” ; “Glad to see you, Reade!” he panted, rushing 
© Al} are insensible—but, no! Where is Jack), The Greyhound spread her great wings, thejup to Frank and grasping his hand. ‘ We’ve hae 
Flush? Heis not among them! ‘There is somejhelices revolved slower, and the, great: air-ship/a narrow escape, sir.” ee 
treachery at hand, I distrust that fellow, some-|slowly and gracefully sunk earthward with every; ‘1s the ship injured?” eagerly asked Frank, i 
how. But I'll find him, and if I learn that he isjonaon deck, —_. | “ We came down with a shock that half stunnec 
vlaying any underhanded work here, I’Ji——” Fortunately the night grew dark, s0 no one saw |us,” explained the man, ‘‘ but I’m blest if I knoy 
” He iid not finish the sentence, but there was ajthe air-ship from below, and she came down in anjhow things are.” Sas 
singularly grim look upon his face, as he hurriedjopen grassy spot on the outskirts of the peninsu-| Prank said no more, but rushed away and madé 
out on deck. ' lar city with a gentle shock as the flanges flew out), quick examination of everything. ; 
Frank glanced up and down, and saw Flush ly-jand the wivgs folded. in, + By jove, this is lucky !’”he exclaimed. ‘Not 
ing prone upon the deck beside the storagerooms,| They were within the grounds of some large es-|, thing injured. The water sayed her. And now 
“He, too, is asleep!’ he muttered. ‘‘Then Ijtate, and a gentleman presently came up to the to find out why she fell.” : f 
must be mistaken, Ifhe had done any act of vio-|ship carrying a lantern. ; He hurried out on deck with'the'gratifying news: 
lence, he would of course have protected himself.) Hewas vastly amazed, but Frank alighted, andlang told the others to come up on deck, after 
}'ll examine him.” j soon made matters clear to his comprehension. which he paid the boatmen, all the stores werd 
~ He approached the shamming rascal, knelt He then told them that they were in his stock|+-ansferred on board the Greyhound, and he turnecé 
down at his side, and after a desultory examina-|yard, and had no objection to the ship remaining to Matt Mainbrace with: . ; 
tion, he came to th conelusion that the man wasjuntil they chose to go away again, H “And now, old fellow, can you tell how thie. 
insensible.” . After he had been shown the air-ship he went|troyble oceurred? The ship would not have risen: 
Hurrying into the cabin, he brought outa flask/back to the house with the whole party and or-|i¢ some one had not started her up skyward.” i 
of liquor, and forced some of it into the stranger’s|dered one of his men to hitch a horse to a wagon! «By gol,” said the old sailor, with a hitch at his 
outh, , _, |end drive them all into the city and back again forltrousers, “your're axin’ ruthera poser, sir. But: 
The youth was obliged to resort to several dif-jtheir shopping. Ireckon as she went up 0’ her‘own accord, fer. 
ferent measures before he was able to revive the) Matt Mainbrace and Jack Flush, decided to T®-| While me an’ Flush stood watch forward herethem . 
man. main behind to watch the PETC et Frank/ wheels suddenly spinned aroun’, and up We went? 
Then Jack Flush acted very stupidly, for he wasjand all the rest drove away, enjoining them to behjir, a shot.” ¢ 
mute and dazed when he finally sat up, andjcareful not to meddle with theapparatus in the) « Queer!. But he is an honest old fellow.” said’ 
glanced around. electrical room. _ ? by 
“T say!” exclaimed Frank, for the sixth time.| Once in the city, May Blossom was. provided 
_ © What's the matter?” ) | with suitable clothing, and the rest procured all)-py 
“ Matter?” said Flush, half incoherently, ‘‘I—jthat was needed, when speed was made back toltne levers before that, by pulling upon whieh I easi- 
do—not—know.” the stock farm again, pds | ly drew the levers out while standing beside him out 
- “ Are you sick?” | It was nearly midnight when they drew near|on deck, It was no trouble to get them off after-" 
 Yes—very sick, sir.” the place, and they were deeply engrossed in con-| ward, either, my fine fellow, so you, Frank Reade 
“Drink some more of this brandy.” in vee bdr ne oe suddenly exclaimed: larg puzzled,” ? , » 
Flush did so, and itseemed to imbue him with} ‘‘Gee! what’s. that?” ¥ ayer , 
more animation, for he arose, leaned against the; With one accord the aerial navigators all glanced ¥ ie RON BOA left. ae aries the air-ship, and 
deck-house, and asked : ahead, and a simultaneous ery of alarm burst from/#rank went down into the battery-room, started | 



































Frank, softly. re 
* But the ‘honest old fellow,’” muttered Jack . 
ush, audibly, ‘‘ did not see me fasten two wires to« 


. : ; 2 
‘ What in the world has happened ?” every mouth at the startling sight presented to|*h® dynamo machine and began to generate a new ; 
: ; : . "their view, supply of electricity in the accumulator jars, in’ 
‘That is just exactly what 1 want to find out,” |their view BELA in poKeeon Lia wovene. dee 


said Frank. 4 The Greyhound was darting up into the air. 
“Ab! Let me see—that food—yes! I’ve got} Brightly illumined by theelectric lights, a vision None.of the vessels thereabouts ventured near ‘ 
it!” of beauty aud Bree! the wens oEt air-ship soared coon until arevenue tug came steaming up along-" 
“Got what? You were all fast asleep.” skyward before the dismayed group in the wagon./*!¢°- , Ait 
“Wore we? Ithought it might nave been we i Faith an’ we're left intoirely!” gasped Barney. Me ene dpi * shouted the captain. ‘ ‘Cateh" 
were all poisoned, As soon as we ate supper we] ‘‘I fear,” said Frank in tremulous tones, “ that|! if pas bit Peetu ones you. Diyer hear! 
dozed off, Still, it seems to me that the atmosphere|the ship is lost. Whether she has gone up by ae-|  ,, SO'ra oo ee if OL es , distrustfully. : 
might have had something to do withit, too. What/cident or design is a mystery to me, but the pro- aye is it? eee nates approaching. Rue 
do you think, Mr, Reade?” - pellers and helix power is almost exhausted, and| ,, Ree aa ei nea Hon ought SEANCES 
“We are not high up enough to suffer numb-/she will soon fall, and that will end her.” . rey hae a ad nd t o. nosey officers will 
ness, and it is the cold upper air that causes it,| Up, up she went, and. they watched her anx- isp Sad rag g° ee ing down amid our” 
and brings on a comatose state. It therefore/iously for ten minutes as she fled westward; then|) a eee Da ow this craft is constructed, 
can’t be that, but I suspect that some of the/Frenk suddenly groaned: - ' rn pi oe Sana 1’. be afth pak) 
canned food may have brought the trouble about.| ‘See! See! She is falling now—falling into the engi INS LINC lave © aither takin’ av 
Come; let us attend to the others, or they may die/sea!” ares 


for want of care." | And he told the truth. ' ete : not enough electricity on board yet to : 
Frank hurried into the eabin with the man, and Barat — Giles Pay ioegs ANC i 
bein Pomp Sitting up, staring in amazement at CHAPTER XI. au ait WOR'G Sake, mnneh: longer: tn ats u 
6 rest, “AKA 3 
Fo’ de Lawd sake, wha’ de mattah?” he gasp- THE ELECTRIFIED OFFICERS, "About ten minutes. ‘ haa 
ed, as his rolling eyes rested for a moment con Tae dark waters rushing in through the Golden| “Then it’s howldin’ thim off I'll be doin’, 4 
Frank. pi Gate from the ence uceee an the Bay onsen chop thee fa terposed the port off 
“Some drug in t s ower ou,|Francisco, bore a row-boat of large size, in whic , 4 Ss r cer On. 
Pomp.” $ ne fh) Hes tO De eee 9 sat Frank and. his friends. the tug, grufily, We want to board you—do you e 


“Bress de lamb dat I’se a niggah, Massa) The wagon had taken them from the stock farm|hear?” 


Frank,” that laid south. of the city, in that district between} ‘Whist! Beaisy!” exclaimed Barney. “ We're’ 
‘What for, Pomp?” ; School House Station and San Bruno, to’ Pointifresh from ther clouds ay Heaven, an’ divil a‘, 
“Kase niggahs got mighty tough stomach.|Lobos, and then they embarked in the boat with|conthraband breeze or schtar is it we’re wantin’ 

Kain’t kill a niggah, nohow. Niggah eat tacks,|all their purchases. + \ter schmuggle inter ther poort, sor, so ye’d betther 


‘n’ pizen, ’n’ chaw lightnin’;. but *pears like yo’} The air-ship had fallen off Point Bonita, and|kape away ordherly an’ dacint awhile, as we want ‘ 
kain’t kill°em—no sah_-dat’s a fack p ae was floating, = . {no callers this avenin’, d’yer moind, me jewel?” 

He arose, rather shaky on the legs, carefully| ‘If she is uninjured, we can easily get posses-; The officials had their curiosity aroused about ‘c 
felt of his stomach, and wondering whether it|sion of her again,” said Frank, grimly, ** for shejthe strange craft, and their dignity offended at 
might burst or not, he went to the assistance ofjwill float like a duck.” Barney’s curt reply. 

Frank and Jask to revive the others, who by this} ‘“ Bedad, there’s the dicken’s own flotilla av; Itsimply incensed them with augmented deter- Bs 
time showed some signs of returning animation|boats schtamin’ up to her,” said Barney, who/mination to board the Greyhound, so they steam- 
under the stimulus of the liquor. stood up in the bow. _jed up alongside of her, ‘ 
ithin a short time they were all resuscitated,| Thetwo hired oarsmen strained every muscle,), Frank had been obliged to go into the pilot- \ 
but the wily trickster had taken hasty precau-jand in the course of half an hour they were across|house, to watch the indicators there of the operat- 4 
tions to get rid of all traces of the drug he had|the mile width of the Golden Gate, and ranged upjing dynamo, but he had every confidence in Bar- 
given them. . . amid the tugs and small boats whizzing about the|ney’s ability of getting rid of the officers. a a 

When they had all regained their senses the mat-|air-ship, ‘We are the port officers,” announced a fat , 
er was discussed, but no definite explanation| It was evident that every one was curious about|man as the tug swung alongside, “and demand of 
could be formed as to the cause, 30 they finallyjthe Greyhound, yet were all afraid to approach)you in the name of the law not to: resist our ex- 
dismissed it from their minds. ; too near the strange, illuminated craft which had|amination of that craft. Now boys make ready 

A good landing place was selected, and Frank|{allen down from the skies to float in their midst.)the port stern hawsers—quick !” ic 
_ Went into the pilot-house with Barney to lowerthe| The big row-boat ranged alongside, and Frank) Two men rushed aft on the tug; with a huge 

air-shiptothe earth saw. 4h Mainbrace and Jack Flush standing onjrope clutched in'their hands, and Barney shouted 

“Lve gota number of purchases to make,” he|deck Shouting to the captains of the boats to comelwarningly: . 
told the Irishman, “and must get ina supply of|totheir aid. **Moind yez now, it’s warned yerz be’s, an’ if 
food, for our flight over the Pacific will -bealong| Making the row-boat fast alongside of the Groy-janny wan ay yez gits in throuble, shure yer has 
one,” eer aay ae Seen jhound, Frank hastily made his way up on deck. |only yerself ter blame.” Ba 
_ “Shure an’I hopes we won’t git say-sick,” said| “By gol!” shouted the old sailor, recognizing} “Stow your jawin’ tackle,” admonished another. 
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eh FRANK READE, JB, AND HIS GREYHOUND OF THE AIR. eh ee a 
m agreeable, And it is mighty 


t i i dge in jailithe seat of his pants touched the uninsulated|less devices far fro 
coer Pe ane eee ‘levitio wire and broke it. lucky too that the Greyhound suffered no dam- 


| Barney said no more, but ran into the stowage-| He gave a wild whoop, clapped his hand to thejage from the last flight she took.” 
oom ie emanated with a wire in his hand whieh almost burned spot, sprang up into the air, and| “There was something mysterious about that 


“e fastened to a binding-post on the brass capped/fell flat on. the deck. 3 matter to me.” - 
Src: andl 3 ig “ Mother av Moses,” groaned he. ‘It’s frizzled| ‘‘Youare right. There is a reason for every- 


There was a grin upon his face as he watched|an’ kilt I be’s !” : _ jthing. I know, Howard, that the ship could not q 
he Custom House offieer’s men preparing tocome} The current was broken and his victims were in- have gotten in motion unless the levers started 
n board with the hawsers, to hold the tug besidejstantly released. ; her. There is no possible way for an electrisal cir- 

ne air-ship, The Custom House officers were fairly savage|cuit being completed excepting by operating the 

’“ Masther Frank!” he exclaimed a moment af-jover their rough usage, ee levers. Yet both Mainbrace and Flush deny hay- 
orwards. | “Go for them !’* shouted the infuriated fat chief.|ing touched them.” cigs 

I) ** Well, Barney?” queried the young inventor|“ Arrest them all, Shoot down everybody who re-| “I am not superstitious, Mr, Reade,” said How- . 









































































som the wheel-house. ~ of sists. We will pay them for this!” ard, in serious tones, ** but do you know that I | 
.** Pull lever No. 7; if you pleze, sor.” . A hoarse ery from the rest followed thi: remark, | firmly believe Jack Flush is a typical Jonah, for q 
Look out, Barney—there’is a heavy batteryjand with a rush the men came toward the rail ofjever since you have had him on board, there has 
Se , the Greyhound, knowing it was no longer electri-jhappened a series of dangerous events that might 
 Bejabers an’ its paralized thim min’Il be, soon.” |fied, and flourished their pistols:as they ran. * have cost,us our lives. Haven't you noticed it?” 3 
“He was careful not to touch the bulwarks, the) The next moment several of them sprang upon} ‘Yes. I distrust the fellow. But there is no ¢ 
5ps of which he had electrified, but. the deck-/the air-ship’s deck. remedy for the evil. He is on board at my own in- 
ands of the tug holding the hawser seized it to ig tall aon. So he will have to accompany us to the 
\pring on board, ; end of our voyage.” 4 
Prhen there came a chorus of wild yells. CHAPTER XII, Harry went out on deck just as Dr. Vaneyke en- 
““Howly sufferin’ Pether!” chuckled Barney, OVER THE OCEAN. tered the pilot house, and Frank called down the 


airly ,dancing with delight. “‘Shuro an’ they’re} FRANK saw that he must get in trouble if thejspeaking-tube to Barney and Pomp to go into the 
ehtuck to it loike glue.” officers once got the best of him, and an expression|electric storage-room and watch the piles and ac-- 
‘The shocked tug-boat men wereclutching wildlyjof intense anxiety flashed over his face as hejcumulators until the indicators announced the 


't the rail bellowing, kicking and prancing, butiglanced at the indicators. jars to be completely stored; when they were to 

,nable to let go. “Jars only half charged,”he muttered, desper-|shut off the dynamo machine. 

/« They must be mad,” said the chief port offi-lately, ‘* But I must risk'an ‘ascent. If I wait an-| Frank laid his course by a map and the compass, 

,or, in surprise, -  lother, minute we are lost. Besides we can keepjso that any quarter master could steer the Grey- 

‘**Oh, oh! Help! Help!” yelled the unfortu-|charging them while going.” hound on her way with unerring precision. 

atemen. | He pulled the helix léver, there came asudden}| ‘This ship is filled with electricity,” observed 
**Get on board of her!” roared the captain. whirr of the spiral wheels, but the’ suction of the/the doctor, ‘and it is queer that it don’t effect the 


i “No, no! Take us away!’ howled one of the|water held the hull of the Greyhound down in the|sensitive compass needle.” 
aen, water. ‘Oh, I’ve got the compass so insulated that it 
«They’ye suddenly gone crazy,” said the fat of-| It jarred the vessel, and the sudden shock so/can’t,” said Frank, with a smile. ‘“‘See—the box 
icer. alarmed the res¢ of the officers who were about to jis made of gutta percha, and glass covers the top 
i He and the captain each seized a man to drag/board the air-ship that they recoiled, and the ones/and bottom. If [ hadn’t taken due precautions, 
him away from the railing, when they too felt theion deck uttered exclamations of fear. © sir, the needle would wobble and act like all the 
‘urrent, and, becoming fastened to thedeck-hands| Further out ¢ame the lever, and faster buzzed|iron work on the ship; told of in the Arabian 
n a clutch which it was impossible for them to.re-|the helices. Nights, When the vessel came near the lode-stone 
ax, they, too, began toshout, and swearand beg} The water under the hull was sucked up in a)mountain in the sea, all the metal flew out, adhered 
‘O be released. pyramidal heap beneath the hull ofthe Greyhound,'to the magnetic. mountain-side, and the ship fell 
. By this time every one on the Greyhound{exceptiand the wash of the waves drifted the governmentito pieces and sank. I am amply protected, 
‘rank and Pomp was out on deck with Barney,|tug away, as she was not moored. beside the air-|though.” 
1ighly amused atthe comical eapers cut by the four|ship,’. ” eit “Yes, as far as the compass goes. But how 
lancing and writhing men, while the crew ofthe] Then, with a: frightful swash,'the hull partedlabout the electricity in the air? Lightning and vol- 
‘overnment boat all came crowding around to|from the water, and with the brine dripping in|taic elevtriciiy are identical, you know. Conse- 
parn the cause of the furious uproar, | _. |torrents from her keel she bounded up in the ait/quently you drive this ship by lightning stored up 
: * What ails you?” asked one of the officers, © jabove the sea. injars. The proof is that we can draw sparks 
‘*These rails,” groaned one of the unlucky ones,|} The three officers on the deck were horrified,|from a Ruhmkoff’s coil,” 
f are eiectrified.” Bi and, with wild cries of affriglt, they dasned over| ‘“ Itis a serious matter,” said Frank gravely, 
. * Hal This is an indignity to the law, by jingo,”|to the bulwarks, for they did not understand what|*‘as our past experience showed us in the storm 
the man exclaimed. “There must be something|was occuring to the air-ship. | cloud as to what effect the loose lightning playing 
vrong about that vessel, if they resort to ‘such a} “Over wid ’em!? shouted Barney, ‘‘ Hurroo !\at random in the atmosphere, would be capable of 
lesperate measure as this to resist us.” Erin-go-bragh! Inter ther say wid the duffers,/doing when brought in contact with that whict I 
. ** Shall we fire on them, sir?” eagerly asked one|/Pomp, yer blamed aould nagur!” make and utilize. This vessel being made of steel 
if the men. f yy ; : He'spit on his hands, made a rush at one of the|naturally attracts it with extreme violence, just as 
_‘ Ay,” yelled the imprisoned captain furiously.jmen, caught him by the slack of his trowsérs, and/a huge lightning rod on a house would do.” 
* shoot ?em down!” gave him a sudden fling that shot him overthe; “Theré must be a way to insulate it,” said ths 
Out flashed half a dozen revolvers from thejbulwarks. — f | professor, “It also has a disadvantage of attract- 
vockets of the rest, and an instant later Barney; Down into the water he dropped like a cannon-|ing the coldand holding it. Now if we were to 
nd the rest were covered, ball. PN Dies get in that region of the atmosphere from whence 
. “Stop the flow of that electricity,” hoarsely cried) Pomp became excited, and, emulating the Irish-/fall those mighty pieces of ice, so big and heavy a 
me of the officers, “ or I will shoot you down like|man’s example, he pounced on another of the|man can scareely lift one, I tremble at our chances 4 
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logs.” : i _ _|frightened men and sent him flying after the firstifor safety from being frozen to death.” 

Barney did not flinch from his fixed objectione. ** Oh,” said Frank, ‘‘I haye a means of generat- 
hough. Fae ile . “De Lor’ gorramity!” chuckled the darky.\ing enough heat from the electric fluid to overcome 

He wanted to gain tine, and would get it at any|‘‘Dar he go! Sock it to dem, Barney! Heah am|the most intense cold, and the same power in het 
lazard, anudder one. Oh, golly!” climates will work fans for me allover theship to _ 


* Arrah, it’s a ruction they’re wantin’,” heshout-| Both he and the Irishman made a, rush for the|keep us cooland comfortable.” 
1d, ‘fan’ we'll give it to thim! Shoot away, yerlremaining officer, and caught hold of him to- 
dlaguards 1” | i : gether. | z ~  jthen. The clouds of the atmospheres I mention 
_ **No! No!” roared the captain. ‘Don’t shoot) Each one caught an arm, and pulled in an op-jare composed, you know, of very fine penetrating { 
hem. They may kills us!” ; posite direction, when there came two sharp rips,|needles of ice, almost microscopical, ani in those 
‘ The men stood irresolute, and Barney cried: jeach sleeve of the officer’s coat wa& torn from the}complex, dangerous parhelios, anthelias and lunar 
; * How’s she a fillin’, Masther Frank?” shoulder seam, and each grasping a sleeve, out ofjhaloes, we might, if unprepared, run dangerous 
' * Fast,” returned the young inventor from the)which the terrified man had wrenched his arms,|risks. Indeed £ might say us much for the torrid 
jlot-house. c : . went flying backwards head over heels on thejzone of Australia; whither weare bound, ifthe heat 
| “Keep them off a couple of minutes more andideck. . attempted to battle with us.” ; 


**You have notforgotten two important factors , 


we Can £0.” - | Sleeveless, the man scrambled up on the bul-| ‘We have now mostly li q 
1 “Be ther hokey it’s an hour V’ll do it if yer|warks, and, with a frantic leap, he followed his|think?” | ram Henning ve a ae a 
oike.” | | | Jeompanions down into the sea where they were| ‘Yes, indeed, .That Prussian, Giessler, has in- 


all picked up by those on the tug. vented tubes in. which it is possible to see with 
p shot the Greyhound, higher and higher into|what facility lightning cireulates in a wide sheet, 
the air until she gained a height of one thousandl/as soon as the air becomes less dense. The result 
feet above the sea when Frank started the propel-|is that we have less to fear high in the air than low 
lers, and the graceful air-ship sped away west-|where it isdense, for it usually goes down where . 
ward over the ocean. , it don’t belong. The edges ofthe clouds especial- =| 
eed snd bg oF ea gazed - Pea aunts ly pO immense quantities of electric matter 
; 2 . after the immense floating mass ofithat dart out of i ik sassi 
eres ist be afther axin’ thim roarin’ gintlemin,” re-|steel blazing like a huge ball of electric fire, as it!strike dnekteotodtie Wwe, Heike ih ‘the fie 
olied O’Shea, rust . fled through the air, and wondered if it had notlemerge from ‘crests of Waves and illumine the 
__He pointed at the four sufferers, and winked atibeen some strange visitant from another world. shores. There is lightning in everything, Frank.” , _ 
Matt Mainbrace, and Pomp hurried unsuspectingly The land was left far astern, and soon yan-| ‘I tried an experiment,” said the young in- ' 
»ver to the rail, and innocevtly laid his hands uponjished from sight altogether in the distance, and|ventor “ of evaporating ‘some drops of water in 
it before the prisoners, to question them; when he the voyagers found themselves launched upon capsule to which I added black liquid, and the va- 
received.a sudden shock that -fairly straightened|their long journey over the trackless Sea, exposed|por produced numberless little g obuies, consist- 
put the kinks in his hair, Dies Hehe to many dangers of another sort. ing of envelopes of liquid, each separated from its 
_/‘ Huh! Wow! Fo’ the lan’ sakes !” he roared,| ‘A narrow escape,” observed Frank to Harry|neighbor by a small layer of air. _ Dew is formed 
kicking up his heels. snd cavorting around as. his Howard. “* If those fellaws had once gained. ad. in the same way in the atmosphere overhead, ris- 
sip tightened on the rail. “‘Le’ go dar!) Lo’jmission to my boat they might have stolen my ingand falling according as the atmospheric layer 
o! ideas. Moreover, enraged as they were by Barney|beneath is warmed or chille@, Ihave heard” = 
shocking them with electricity, they might have| ‘Yes, I’ve tried it myself, Frank, and [con-  — 
arrested us, detained us, and annoyed us by end-|cluded that the continuous light sent tousbythe — 


rs Release us, for pity’s sakel’? wailed the fat 
yificer. | his “4 i oh} 
ee Kape sthtill, me bye, an’ it’s all ‘roight yez soon 


i &. ° 

| Just then Pomp came out on. deck attracted by 
he noise. J et , 

r **Bress my soul, Barney, wha’ de mattah heah; 
10oney?” he asked. 4 







Barney’s mirth becameso intense that he fairly 
oubled up with lazghter; but unluckily for him 
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vi ae lushing skyward wit 


Deca would not be so vivid unless the vapors upon 
it were so intensely thick,” said Dr. Vaneyke, - 


He went out shortly, but what he said set Frank 


to thinking what an immense affinity there was 


between the ecean under him and the lightning 
storms above him, to which the ship was ex- 


sed, Ps 
Fon the third night ; from land they had covered 
a distance of two thousand miles of.clear weather, 
passing over the Sandwich Isiands in the tropic 


of Cancer, and kept on for the Muigraves, where 


the Greyhound was to turn south for the Friend- 
ly, and. thence pass on between the New Hebrides 
and New Caledonia Islands. | 

It was earlyin the evening, and the air-ship, a 
thousand feet above the sea, was speeding to- 
ward an enormous mass of cirri clouds, with Bar- 
ney at the wheel and the others lounging about 
the deck, amusing themselves in various ways. 

The Irishman had his hands on the handsome 
wheel and his glance fixed searchingly upon the 
cloud banks ahead, when he suddenly felt a pe- 


- culiar downward motion of the Greyhound. 


* Howly Mary!” he muttered in startled tones, 
‘“* wot’s that?” 


The wheel gave a wrench and the vessel shot} 


into the clouds, when Barney increased the speed 
of the helices to rise above it, when he found that 
the ship began to strain, as if trying to tear itself 
up'from the clutches of some mighty giant.,, 

An oscillating movement began, and the Grey- 
hound ereaked at every joint as she tore her way 
through the cloud, 

Instead of rising, though, she began to sink to- 
ward the sea, as if the weight of the cloud was 
bearing her.down, and then she suddenly darted 


like an arrow, with the down-drifting cloud at an 


oblique angle, straight toward the waves, 

Frank came rushing into the pilot-house, and 
the others ran to the bulwarks and peered down 
at the darkening sea. 

The column of cloud approached nearer and 


_ nearer the water, hanging down from the restiina 


black, threatening mass, when the waves beneath 


‘it became turbulert and frothy. 


Then, in spite of the earth’s grayitation, the 
waves formed in an immense billow, the excres- 
cence rising and rising to meet the down-hanging 
column of yapory cloud, the magnetic force of 
which was pulling the Greyhound along with it 


.and the fast growing wave at the same time. 


The cylindrical cloud was a half mile in length, 
the sea wave boiling furiously beneath it, yet all 
nature around it was serene. 

Suddenly the incipient column of cloud met the 
sea wave and darted upward with it, gyrating furi- 
ously, and causing the air-ship, which was drawn 
within a short distance of it, to begin to whirl. 

g Age ie yellow tint lit up: the fearful spec- 
acle, 

‘It’s a waterspout!’” shouted Frank as he dash- 
ed into the pilot-houseand the others sought shel- 
ter under cover. “A waterspout, Barney, and by 
heavens! it is dragging us within its coils, and 
may tear the Greyhound to pieces before we can 
Save Ourselves,” ¢ 


ee 


CHAPTER XIII. 
BURSTING THE WATERSPOUL. 


CaucuT in the powerful clutch of the  water- 
spout which had so suddenly formed between the 
cloud and the Pacific, the Greyhound was, whirled 
ap into the air. tae 

The down drooping column of cloud had begun 
to whirl, and catehing the upreared pillar of water 
it dragged if up in an immense spiral, around 
Which the air-ship was gyrating with the most 
erratic movements, — e 

The early evening light. was clear enough to 
show Frank the situation as. He dashed into the 

ilot-nouse and took the spokes of the wheel from 

arney. j $i 

All the others on the Greyhound had gone into 
the cabin, excessively frightened at their danger. 
anes uneventful days out from San Fran- 

isco,” Frank muttered, ‘‘and now this calamity 
had to o¢cur! Truly, Harry Howard’s premise 


that Jack Flush is a Jonah seems to be verified, 


and most strenuously, too.” - 

“Milla murdher!?” groaned ‘Barney, “but wot 
does this mane.” ; 
‘ We are caught in a waterspout, I tell you.” 

jabers, it’s plain enough as we're up a spout, 

&Y some koind.”  - | 

“And if the Greyhound has not got power 
tees to resist it, this Vast column will tear it to 


thin howld her off, sor, howld her off.” 
Piltry, She has only got half power on. We 
cyward } fearful velocity. Once 
® Vacuum draws us within that whirling column 
Ging can Save us, Barney. Heavens! How the 
Greyhound is rattling! Here—I’ll try. to force her 


ho ahead, out of the influence of this terrible monster, 
_ Pathey, it is our only chance, I think.” 


Pia ten ee 


- f 
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He drew the propeller lever out to its fullest ex-jall were safe, they were told to come out if the 
tent and the air-ship dragged itself ahead; thelliked, whereupon all hands complied, and the ma 
screws beating so furiously as to jar the ship fromiter was talked over all the night long by the aeri 
stem to stern, yvoyagers. ; . a Ng Reka ha eer 

But the force of suction was not to be so-easily},\The Greyhound had not suffered any damag 
overcome, for although she kept at a greater dis-jand Frank was heroized for his skill until it mac 
tance’ from the waterspout, she still déseribed|him weary. LE ea 
great circles around and around it in a threaten-| ‘Since the first account of aerial navigatio 
ing manner. which was that of Archyta’s flying artificial pigeo 

Frank only considered the matter. a moment, mentioned by the historian Aulus Gellius, of th 

Then his mind was made up, and he pulled out/Brazen Age, nothing ever happened like it before. 
the helix lever, and the,revolving air-ship mount-|said Dr. Vaneyke, ‘Frank, your nerve 1s Wo 
ed higher and higheras it wound around.the great|derful.” Ae ae 
rushing mass of water, until it reached the cloud.| ‘Verily,’ was the sneering thought of Jac 

‘*We must be prepared for a desperate chance|Flush, as he walked out on deck, “he is a nob 
now,’ said the youth, Call down. the tube tothejhero, But his reign of triumph will be very sho 
others to remain inside, lam going out on deck/lived if my plans prove successful.” Pe 
to break that spout, Barney, Be careful now.” There was a dark, evil look upon his face, ar 

He took a dynamite, cartridge and, leaving the|thinking that he was unobserved, he shook h 
pilot house, he reached a small brass gun near the/clenched fist in the direction of the pilot-house. | 
search-light, opened the breach, and loaded the). : oy Massa Flush! Who yo’se agoin’ ter h 
piece. a sah?” : acetyl 

The Greyhound was making shorter revolutions} It was Pomp who spoke, and the guilty me 
at the apex of the water spout, and acted very ec-|started. fay (id Fes 
centric... A Py) He’glanced around hastily and saw the old dart 

Awaiting his chance, he discharged the gun atjemerge from the store-room close behind him. | 
the column; a dull reverberation followed, and} ‘Oh, Pomp—you, is it? Ha, ha,ha!l You startle 
then there sounded a terrifying roar—a hissing}me. I was jast shaking my fist at that ugly, d 
like steam pouring from the valve ofa monsteren-|ceptive sky, You can’t trust it. Recollect i 
gine—and he felt something strike him a-violentijrecent:splurge. Beautiful to look upon, behind } 
blow. a | smiling exterior there lurks a devil and a. millic 

Instinetively he fluag out his hands and grasped|imps which momentarily threaten our lives.” 
the railings, his senses never deserting him for a} ‘‘Oh! Hum! Yah, yah!” said Pomp, skeptical. 
moment. Meal ) “Of course—certainly—that is all,” smiled Flu< 

The Greyhound gave a violent lurch, and he felt/blandly and with a suave glance at the suspicio? 
that he was suddenly enveloped in a mighty mass|negro, he walked aft. 
of water. Pomp stood gazing after him a moment in s 

The next instant the air-ship capsized. lence. | 

For a brief space Frank was hanging by. the rai],) Tben he softly muttered: Ag 
feet downward inspace, the sir-Ship over his head.|  ‘‘Fo’de Lawd youse mighty like dat sky y 

The Greyhound began te fall ,like.a thunderbolt|speak ob, sah! Might pay dis chile fo’ to wateh yc 
for an instant, and then she suddenly came to a|Massa Flush.” ; 
sudden and violent panse an instant later. And with: his suspicions aroused, Pomp walk« 

She was beaten down, pounded and. hurledjaway. ) 
earthward. 1 Raine ee ALES On the following day the Greyhound pass¢ 

Then she had suddenly spun around in thejover the Malgraves and had two-thirds of hi 
dense mist, regaining her equilibrium, and the|ocean voyage completed. . 
machinery. began to pound, and she righted her-| It wasa clear day, and 2 large steamship wi 
self and floated again in a zig-zag fashion upward/|sighted. yd ' 
and onward. ; | Frank resolved to go down and meet it tog 

Frank again found himself lying on the deck,|water,as the store on board the Greyhound w: 
with the Greyhound under him once more, fairly|fast diminishing, 
breathless. . Accordingly the air-ship was sunk to the se 

He was bewildered.in the sudden and violent ac-jand falling halfa mile asteru of the steamer; ti 
tion, but it alltranspired in so brief a space that/propellers were put in motion, and he guve cha: 
he found himself safe while wondering vaguely if|to the steamer, 
his friends were not all standing upon their heads| The Greyhound was capable of going at for 
when the ship turned over, knots, but was under half tbat pressure, when’ 

He bounded to his feet. ard glanced around. Frank’s surprise he saw the steamer flee from hi 

A crash reached his ears, coming up from belowjas if to make its eseape. i 
as if a thousand batteries of artillery had been dis-| He keenly seanned the decks with a.powerf 
charged at once. | glass, very much astonished at the actions of tho 

It came from the falling mass of water, in command of the vessel. 

He saw that the waterspout was broken ard} But presently he exclaimed in startled tones:. 
gone, ney ‘There is trouble on, board that steamer, and 

It was the descending water that deluged himjlooks very much to me as if it might be a mutin 
and turned the Greyhound over in the air by its/At any rate I’m going to overhaul her and see.” 
enormous weight, and he saw the sea spring up, ee 
lashed to fury where the fallen cglumns had hit CHAPTER XIV. 
the surface, and then rush off in a mighty tidal MUTINY ON THE STEAMSHIP. 
wave to the eastward. | Att the rest on board the Greyhound approvir 

The sky above was serene, a huge eloud sail-jof Frank’s determination, he put on speed, and ti 
ing peacefully along, and allnature around looked| wonderful vessel flew through the water in pursu 
as if something unusual had happened, save for\of the steamer. 
amass of mist hovering over the water and drift-| She looked very much like a British trader, ar 
ing along, carried no flag, burned soft coal, and seemed to } 

Everything on the air-ship was drenched. heavily freighted. 

In, the forward window of, the pilot-house the}. There was a wonderful amount of speed in he 
seared face of Barney suddenly appeared with his|but the marvelous velocity of the Greyhound soc 
cap jammed down over his ears, much as. if hejlessencd the distance between them as the electr 
had struck the floor on his head, and he peered/machinery began to work. 
hard at Frank. : ** By Jove!” exclaimed Dr. Vaneyke enthusia 

The air-ship was going at a fearful rate, andjtically, ‘she is a phenomenon, Frank—a veritab 
the wind was shrieking past Frank like an aval-jocean greyhound, as well as a wonderful sk: 
anche. way ay) scraper, Never before has mortal-vessel sped s 

He staggered across the deck; and crept into the/swiftly through the brine,” ny 
pilot-house. ** By gol,” added Matt Mainbrace, giving a hitc 

‘ Barney, my boy, we are all right now,” helat his trousers and rolling his quid,as a look « 
gasped, as he reduced the rate of speed at whichjintense admiration crossed his bearded face, “I 
they were traveling and began to sink, the Grey-|be blowed ef I ever seed anything like this afore. 
hound from the enormous height to which shejdash meefI did. She’s ther trimmest craft Wfoa 
had mounted. by gol, an’ I’m a lubber ef ever I’ll clew in a bit 

‘* Begob.she’s an acrokat, turnin’ sich somer-/canvas on a.yard es long’s [ kin skim ther sea y 
saults in the air, sor,” said Barney. ther bilin’ astarn as high’s wot we’re a-hayi. 
~ “ But an unerring one, Luckily she has a bal-|now,” 
lasted keel, else we might have hurtied down into} On shot the Greyhound like a,thing of life, fa 
the sea upon our heads.” bearing down upon the fugitive steamer, along tt. 

‘‘ An’ there’s ther dickins aya schquawkin’ down|taffrail of which a large crowd of men had gat} 
in ther cabin—Jisten.” ered, looking astern, yaa ig ead ae 

‘‘Tt is May Blossom’s voice, Doubtless all are} Within quarter of an hour the air-ship shot x 
terrified.” - ng’? A), Bet Ns alongside of the steamer, upon the stern. of whic 

‘“ Be aisy! It’s arl roight now!” yelled Barney,|the name of ‘‘ Reindeer” was painted, .... 
through the speaking tube, “ Faith, we’re floatin’) ‘Ahoy, there, Reindeer!” shouted Frank, — 
ulong wid tne wind, so we are, an’ it’s batin’ it. ter) ‘Ship ahoy !” came a coarse reply. 
Austhrailey we are, too,” ! “Haul to!’ shouted Frank; “I want.to boa’. 

An anxious answer came back, and hearing that you.” i é 
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Go to blazes!” adyised a tall, bearded individ-|said. the man. ‘“ My crew revolted under the i up: i C Sald Be a 

a creatine with a revolverin his hand at the/ machinations of my rascally first mate, We were “ Oh, oh! ps Fr Been. < Seat + he 

uiwark. \ Sau renee ea — preerten. Ses ee oleate eae: I am the rea p ; d the beardeq — 

oe i ard that craft?” de-|with a valuable cargo. : : 

Sen Fon Pee rine enterprise to seize rehe Seahak. run her to Aus-} ‘ Well! well! But you treated 1s so peculiarly 

- “None o’ yer business!” was the gruff, ungra-|tralia, sell her and the cargo there and then dis-jand threatened us, and that led us to suspect you,” 

ious reply. band, - We resisted the plotters, Some of us werejsaid Frank. ; ; 

' T see weapons scattered about, wounded men|mortally wounded. _The rest are locked up in the} ‘It is true, me lad. But Wwe were excited. Not 

ying in the gangways, and bound men crowded/cabin. I have a bad wound and am bound hand/knowin’ yer we steamed cff, an’ yer came toward 

prward. Explain it, sir.” : and foot. They mean to kill us.” us in sich'a queer way an’ in sich a singerler wes. 

. ““ Now ye’d jest best veer off on ther starboard} ‘‘ Not if I can help it.” sel we thought yer might be a pirate, as we hearn 

ack,’ the bearded man exclaimed, with an ugly] ‘‘ God bless you, stranger. But what queer craftitell about, which is. cruisin these waters in a 

mer, ‘or by hokey we'll gi’ ye a dose o’ madicine/have you?” hese jstrange lookin’ craft. 

8’ll make yer sick |” “An air-ship, Here—lI will cut your bonds.” ‘* We have injured some of your men then? 
“That isa defiance, sir!” He did so, und the alleged captain arose and} “ Well, yer wasn’t ter be blamed fer it.” © 

'** Jist what I mean by it, too!’ picked up:a pistol. ‘I’m sorry. You had your enemies subdued — 

' Then ifI find anything wrong going ‘on look| ‘I will liberate my men,” said he. ' You have|when we gave you pursuit,I see. Can we aid you 

ut |” driven the mutineers into the fo’eastle I perceive,|any now?” | ; os 

‘Bout ship, now then! Mind—I warned ye in}Lock the door while 1 free my men and the tables} “Nota bit. We’ve saved ther sbip. 

ood season.” | will be turned on the miscreants, They will return} ‘Then we will leave you. 

> ** I order you to haul to and show your colors,” |to port in captivity, and while some will go to jail) Frank and the others mounted tbe ladder to the 

** Werry good, stranger. An’ here they is.” for their villainy, the ‘ringleaders will swing on the|Greyhound after a desultory conversation with the 

He waved his hand, a gangway port swung/gallows at the end of a rope.” gruff captain, and the electric ship sped away 

pen and several men shoved out the muzzle of 8} Frank’s sympathy was aroused for this man. _|again through the air. ; 

orty-pound gun. “All right,” said he. “Go ahead.’ If those fel-| “It issingular,” said Frank as the Reindeer was 

“Ah! Athweat!” exclaimed Frank. ‘They are}lows molest us, my friends up on the air-sbip willjleft hull down on the horizon astern, ‘tbat one of 

esperate!”’ i fire down at them.” you should have taken the trouble to shoot at 

‘Help, help!” shouted a smothered voice just} A gleam of triumph shone in the man’s eyes,|me.” 

ne and is staggered toward the cabin—aft—while| “No, no,” said the doctor, ‘ We each picked 

Frank hurried up forward to secure the door ofjour man, Frank, and if a flying bullet struck a bit 

the forecastle. | | of iron work it might have glanced off and wound- 
As he came near it, though, the men he hadjed you. That is certainly the only way in which 

driven under shefter came scrambling out, and injyou could have been injured,” 

/‘* That settles it,” said Frank. “‘‘ I suspected asja twinkling he found ‘himself confronted by an! ‘‘ Well, I suppose it must be as you say, doctor, 

huch. We must tackle those fellows from above.|array of rifles, every one of which was aiméd’‘at|for none of you would have any object in trying to 
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‘J played upon your eredulity,” said he. 
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** Hulloa!” cried Frank, 

/* Save me! Mutiny and——ok!’” | 
A ery of pain finished the sentence abruptly, and 
6 voice ceased, 









‘hey are evidently bound for some of the istes—|him, h ; . kill me.” 
lew Caledonia, or perhaps Sydney. But to sub-} He came to a sudden pause, mS Jack Flush was the most concerned and most 80- 
ue them—then we ¢an learn all.” “So you’ve come down, hey?” asked the beard-jlicitous about the young inventor, and Frank said 





Hestopped the propellers and started the heli- 
es. 

An effort, and up arose the Greyhound in the 
ir, wringing a shout of amazement from all the 
en on board the steamer, who were eying her 
uspiciously. 

Frank brought his vessel up until it hovered a 
bw hundred feet above the deck of the Reindeer, 
hen he kept her going along with the steamer, 
They then had a good view of the deck of: the 
ssel, and saw that there had been a sanguinary 
ght there, 

Many wounded men laid about in various pos- 
res, there were smashed articles lying strewn 
round, broken doors and windows, and every- 
hing was in confusion. 

The evidence of crime was obvious enough, and 
rank cried: 

‘* Pomp, bring out some hand grenades.” 
‘Yah, yah,” said the darky, foreseeing a fra- 


ed man... } 
“Yes! Order your men to stack their arms.” 
What for?” PR aries 
Look up and you will see.” 
“Ah! Your men hes got us covered, hey?” 
‘Six of you die the moment you attack me.’ 
*“ What did yer le’ that feller free fer?” 
“To save his friends and capture the ship.” 
“Then you’re a-helpin’ him, hey?” in hurting you.” 
** Of course I am.” ** Perhaps not. Yet the vivid impression of your 
‘“‘ By thunder! You'll pay fer it, then! Go ferjfacethat I received was very disagreeable, I as- 
him, boys!’ sure you.” | 
A hoarse cry came from the men, and while sev-} Flush walked away, simulating an air of angry - 
éral of them rushed across the ‘deck to intercept|innocence, his heart boiling with rage over his non- 
the man whom Frank had liberated, the rest rush-/suecess, and his fingers spread and clutching with 
ed at the youth. ~ | intense nervous excitement. 
Bang! Bang! Bang! came a volley from} That nightthe Greyhound passed over the Feejeo 
above, and Friendly Islands, and on the following morn- 
The sailors paused in dismay. ing was going between the New Hebrides and New 
Frank flung up his hands, turned pale, and|Caledonia. 
3. reeled back, If no accident oceurred before the next morn- 
He did as he was ordered, and Frank left the} ‘ By heavens!” he groaned, in agonized tones.|ing, Frank calculated upon being over the water 
heel in Barney’s hands, went to the rail, and|“One of my friends has shot me instead of these|and above the Australian continent. 


jto him dryly: 

** Do not be too anxious about me, Flush. Your 
face haunts me now. After I felt the bullet and 
fell I glanced up and saw your face peering down 
at me with the most devilsh grin upon it I ever be- 
held. You may have done it.” 

“You wrong me, Mr. Reade,” humbly said the 
man in injured tones, ‘'I would have no motive 


















































houted : villains {” About noontime a most peculiar phenomena was 
‘* Reindeer ahoy !” ey He clapped his hand to his head, and fell to the| witnessed by the mid-air voyagers. 
“Wot d’yer want?” the bewhiskered manideck half stunned by a flying bullet. Iwo dark storm clouds in the upper strata of 


houted. ‘ | As his glance arose, the first thing he saw wasjair were violently driven together by contrary cur- 
*“«I want you all to go down in the forecastle.” {Jack Flush’s face, and there was a diabolical grin|rents of wind. . 

“We dunno who yer are, or what yer are, but|upon it. They were both charged with positive electricity, 
@ won't!” — ‘ Then Frank’s senses fled. and could not amalgamate into one mass, nor 
‘Then I will drive you in!” could they,in view of their affinity, discharge 
And so saying, he dropped one of the grenades each other by a flash of lightning. 


own, The highest storm cloud pushed the other dow 
It struck the deck near the men and exploded. THE AERONAUT’S RAGE. or it might have been that the powerfully alokerol 


There ascended a chorus of wild yells, and| THE cruise of the Greyhound, in search for the negative earth intervened to attract the vapor 
ank saw the men scatter and run across the/mountain of gold, might have been brought to ajcharged with the positive element. 

bck. ‘|¢limax very suddenly had Jack Flush’s shot pene-} At all events, when the horn pulled from the un- 
Down went another grenade after them, burst-|trated Frank’s brain, der cloud, approaehed to within a few yards of 

g with a loud intonation on the deck, and one| It was luckily but a furrow alongside of his headithe sea, the point became perfectly incandescent, 
one the men dashed into the foreeastie com-j|from the bullet that caused his senses to leave him,jand astream of fire poured out of it in a tremend- 

pnion-way and down the stairs, as Frank had or-|and when he came to consciousness again he waslous torrent. 

pred them to do. amazed tosee the man he had set free a prisoner} Beneath, the water became beautifully phos- 
The men saw that he had them at‘a disadvan-|again. phorescent, and glowed with a bluish light lon 

ge, and feared for their lives if they disobeyed] Moreover Doctor Vaneyke and Barney stood be-lafter the flery cloud spent its energy and drifte 

a side him, they having descended from the air-ship, away, 
and at the other side he sawa knot of the men| The lights of Heaven in the Great Bear call up 





CHAPTER XY. 


























m. 
Tt is true that several of the more courageous of 







em paused long enough to discharge their re-|grouped, who had been menacing him, others that dec 
bivers at the air-ship, but the bullets merely flat-| Staggering to his feet feverishly, he felt for his same way. PAP EEE! FRG OUNCES Oar 
ned harmlessly on the steel hull, creating no|pistol, pointed at the men and cried eagerly : The Greyhound passed over the dangerous 


nmage whatsoever. . 

Ones they were all down in the forecastie, 
ank lowered the Greyhound to the tops of the 
pamer’s masts, and dropped a long rope ladder 
er the side, 

** T’ll go down upon her deck,” said heto Harry 
oward, ‘and open the cabin door, as I see it is 
rricaded. If those fellows pitch into me, fire 
bwr at them.” 

rank supplied the doctor, Matt, Pomp, Harry} 
d Flush with repeating rifles, armed himself 
th a brace of revolvers and descended the rope 


“There they are! I’m glad you came to m i 5 i 
aid. Drive the rascals down ito the forecastle loeat ve eionmenet feat ig, tne sixiy-teo wile 
again ae __ |thickness of the atmospheric envelope that sur- 
Hold on, Frank,” interposed the doctor, re-jrounds the earth, giving a pressure of fifteen 
Pea him. pounds to the square inch all over the surface of | 
Way, 8it—can’t you see?” our bodies, 
“ Bedad,” said Barney, “it’s arl a mishtake| “ That is one of the strangest things I ever wit- 
aoe eh? Mideatine alow? ip !’ exclaimed Frank. : 
“These men are. not the mutineers,” said Van- dostor "a They. ae a prtooeaaae ee 
eyke. spiral columns of electric fluid passing from the 


“ How mean you, doctor?” » atmosphere t i t 
der to the now deserted deck. ‘They are the loyal crew, and the raseal youland spiral Everman tote cal © becom "T de: 


Near the mainmast he observed a fine-looking liberated was the ringleader of the mutineers. Heltermined their n i ing a 
an ae on thé deck intently watching all his ee you. une villains are all locked up in copper vie Ghee Cesena Peeieaeea Ware 
ovements, | ; ecabin, He was just about'to release them and|wire i munication with = 
‘* What it the matter on board here?” he asked ets ae be: when he was stopped in the an cleetcomotse ein Ae ‘g Tien dares Gee e. wee a 
e man, Ms he . ,,{pick of time. Isn’t it so, sir?” ~ Ieonnect i ; fay ia 

There has been amutiny, Iam the captain,”! The Hne-looking man nodded and smiled. ‘sauideatorth F BAW thie IReaa nae eee eae one os 
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wire tothe other in vivid sparks, with a crackling} with which she had so accurately shot at the 
noise, powerfully affecting the electrometer. A falljangry man. | 

of rainstopped it” — 

They stood en the forward deck while convers-|bullet was aimed true, and had lodged in Flush’s|jured?” £3 


ing, and Harry Howard was steering the air-ship, 


ig when just as the old scientist finished speaking, 
there sounded a crash down in the battery room,|fel} 


the door flew open, and out on deck rushed Barney 
and Pomp, pursued by Jack Flush. 

The dark-faced stranger was in a fearful passion, 
his black eyes balefully ‘glaring, the veins on his 
forehead swollen, and 2 malignant expression con- 
torting his features. 

In his hand he clutched his revolver, and’ as he 
rushed across the deck after the negro and the 
Irishman he aimed the’ weapon at the latter and 
fired a shot. 

The bail whistled by Barney’s ear in dangerous 
proximity. vist 

“Howly schtuff!? shouted O’Shea, in alarm, 
“J’m murdhered !” 

* What’s the matter?” exclaimed Frank, spring- 
ing toward him, 

“Faith, it wor on’y a bit av a practical joke, 
sor,” gasped Barney. ‘* Me an’ Pomp towld him to 
turn wan ay ther thumb-serews av ther accumula- 
tor jars, an’ it gave him ther divil’s own shock.” 

“Tl kill you for your cursed fooling with me!” 
the enraged man yelled, unable to subdue his an- 


er. 
, He aimed the pistol at Barney’s head point blank, |. 


and was just going to pull the trigger, when the 
Trishman dropped to the deck, and Frank struck 
the aeronaut a blow on the arm ‘that knocked the 
pistol from his hand. bit ! 

The blow was so powerfully dealt that it sent 
Flush’s arm in toward -his» face; and Frank’s fist 
struck the fellow a stinging punch on the nose, 

A bellow of rage burst from his lips: 

** What!” he cried, in frenzied, choking tones, 
“You—dare—strike—me! Oh, this is too much! 
Curse you! Curse you!? ~* 


He sprang at Frank with the savage ferocity of 


* of a tiger, and caught him up in his arms. 


Rushing to the port railing and raising the 
young inventor high up over his head with almost 
supernatural strength, induced by the rage he was 
In, he yelled: x 

*T always avenge aninjury ! 

A cold shiver pervade 
horrified onlookers, for they saw that the man had 
murder in his heart. 


You shall perish !” 


half maddened man. 


: Sai ““T’ll wipe out that blow 
with your life!’ 


And, drawing himself together, he drew back the;got a black heart, anda murderous bent of mind, 
sustained figure of Frank, summoned up all his|Jack Flush.” 


strength and made an effort to hurl him from the 
air-ship far out and down 
yawning abyss below. 





CHAPTER XVI. 
THE VILLAIN EXPOSED. 
It is about 2,081 miles from San Francisco to 


Honolulu and from there to Sydney; ustralia, {line I 


about 3,980 miles more, and the Greyhound had 


_ hearly completed this great run of 6,061 miies vn-|face.” 
der Frank Reade, Jr.’s, direction; when he nearly 


lost his life, 


to 
Held aloft by the infuriated Jack Flush (who 
was Ralph Despard in disguise), the crazed acron-|a murder.” . 


aut was about to fling him down from the deck of 
the air-ship into the void below. 

And all on account of ‘an aecident wrought by 
the practical joke Pomp and Barney had played 
upon the Villain, 

Frank had no intention of striking the man in 


his face when he knocked the revolver from his/my part 1 wish fo have nothing further to do with 
hand with which he was menacing Barney’s life;|you.” 


but he had done it, and that was quite’énough for 
Jack Flush, 


For an instant Frank’s body trembled in the air 


_ Over the desperate man’s head, the young inventor 
_ 80 much amazed at this sudden, deadly onslaught |tralia.” ; 


that he was rendered powerless for an instant, and 


then the rascal swayed forward to launch Frank |pi 


Reade, Jr., into eternity. ; 
very one of the spectators on deck were half 
paralyzed with horrorand consternation, and could 


| hot move hand or foot to render Frank their as- 
 gistanee, 


ee young inventor himself then realized his 


But too late to save himself, 
ms am lost!” he muttered. 


ng 
‘Oh, God !” 
Bang! 


“Tam shot |” from Flush again, and he stag- 


gered 


* Drop him! Drop him, or I'll put another bul- 
det in your heart!” | 





all*the transfixed and|did, and it made him feel very uneasy, 


held out a hand toward Frank, and cried con- 
‘Tl hurl you down to perdition!” hissed the|tritely: 


, down into that black,|" sate blinded with fury and lost control of my- 
se 3? 


brace, 


Frank. 


you.”’ 


his feet—forgetting his wound—and aimed the 
pistol at Frank. 


to cheat me out of’ going on this trip I’ll get evenjof the Greyhound’s flight from the California 
with you !” 


pocket as he arose, and Harry Howard picked 
them up and glanced at them. 


Hiahas ' The bullet struck the young inventor over the 
from Jack Flush in agonized tones. /h 
burst out laughing, 


. The bullet struck close to the other, and Frank 
It was May Blossom who ‘spoke, and she stood|moved asif about to fall, when Jack’ Flush laughed 
i vay of the cabin aft, with a still smok-|outright. 

428 revolver clutched in her tiny hand, the weapon| ‘“ That settles you!” he hissed. 
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“Notatall. Fire again” said Frank calmly, re 
covering himself, Fat 
“By heavens! isi 





























But her injunction was hardly needed, for the t possible. that you are unin 
* Yes—I wear a vest of chain mail!” 
* And I have not got a shot left in my pistol!’ 
‘*So much the better. Seize Lim, boys! We wi. 

In an instant the rest recovered from theirjthrow the scoundrel off the ship down into the sea 
stupor, and Frank bounded to his feet. as he designed to do with me. That’s no mor 

Jack Flush laid‘ upon the deek groaning dis-|than he deserves,” ; ie 
mally, and they all ran over to the wretch, Doctor| ‘No! No! Mercy!” yelled theshivering wreteh 
Vaneyke bending over him to examine his wound.|falling down on his knees before Frank franticall. 

“Stand back!” the man raved. ‘‘ Don’t touch|and holding up his clasped hands as Barney an: 
me. Don’t come near me! My foulest curses up-|Pomp seized him. tide 
on all of you!” “T have no pity for you!’ said Frank sternly 

‘* May Blossom! exclaimed Frank. ‘* I owe you|‘‘Iam remorseless. But I’ll give you a fair tria! 
my life.” Dr. Vaneyke shali be your judge, and Harry How 

‘*It is lucky I’m a crack shot, and saw his inten-|ard can act as your defense. I will pros6éeute m: 
tion in due season, sir, or you would have fallen|own case, and Barney, Pomp and Matt Mainbrae: 
lower and gone up higher than you are now,”|can act inthe capacity of a jury.” a 
smiled the merry gir!. The rest agreed to this, when Harry Howard ex 

** What!” shouted Flush, painfully raising him-({claimed: 
self up on his arm. ‘‘You--you—-May Blossom.| “Why, Frank, this fellow just dropped thi: 
You shot. me? Oh! I did not dream that you were/package, and by all that is wonderful, they are thr 
capable of it.’’ original maps and papers relating to the mountair 

“You murdezous flend, I’ should have. killedjof gold, stolen from you at Readestown, before we 
VOW Min rry ; started on this voyage!” ; 

‘* Blow my brains out now! It would’be a pleas-| Jack Flush turned deathly pale. 

ure to me to die at your fair hand, . Kill me, I} “Then he must be the thief!” exclaimed Frank, 
say 1” The rascal saw that the game was: lost, and ir 
He tore open the neck of his shirt, exposing hisjhis desperation he bounded forward, and. cried 
bosom’; but the girl turned away from him with ajrecklessly: 

look of disgust and aversion delineated upon her| “Ay! Idid steal them! Iam doomed,as Dmay 
pretty face, and said:in low tones to Howard : as well confess, Put back the black beard on me. 

‘*Oh! how L abhor, fear, and distrust that man.”/and who would I be?” ( 

** You'are nervous and trembling!’ said Harry.| ‘“‘Ralph Despard!” cried Harry, in terrifled 

“It is.the reaction. Lead me into the pilotitones. 
house.” ** Yes!’ shouted the rascal, with a sardonic grin, 

Harry did so,as he had been attending to the)‘ lam Ralph Despard! Iam your hated enemy. 
wheel, and neglected it to rush out to see what was|May Heaven blast you all! I’ve fooled you, all 
occurring. along! Nowdo yourworst! Kill me! Slaughter 

‘*He received but one ofthe bullets,’ said Dr,jme! Torture me, ifyou like. [bate you! I hate 
Vaneyke, after a cursory examination, ‘‘ but thefyou! Oh, how I hate you all! Now is the time 
wound in the side is not necessarily fatal. Yet itifor your vengeance—my time will come!” 
might confine him’to bed.” He spiton the deek, and glared at them with 

**And a’ good place to keep him, in lieu of ajblazing eyes, and ashudder convulsed them. 
prison,” said Frank, ‘for he isa malignant scoun-} He looked like a demon suddenly broken loose 
drel?) 60% from the infernal regions in the intensity of his 

Flush came toa sudden realination of what heldiabolical rage. 

Barney and Pomp: had been shaken off, but they 
To repair the damage as much as possible hejsprang at the infuriated man, and caught hold of 
him again with a vise-like grip. 

It was a startling tableau. 

May Blossom early fainted. 

‘Then, like a flash, all the seeming innocence of 
this man’s devilish actions in the past came to 
Frank’s mind, and he realizea what a viper he had 
**Consider,” pleaded the wretch, beseechingly.|been fostering. 

** By heaven, he nearly.stung and poisoned us,” 
the young inventor commented. “But Tl! pull 
out his venomous fangs!” 


body. 
He tottered, dropped Frank to the deck, and 


“Mr, Reade, for God’s sake forgive me.” 
** Never!” emphatically replied Frank. ‘* You’ve 


“Hang ther gol durned swab!” interposed Main- 





“You forgot that I command this eraft,” said CHAPTER XVII. 


THE FATE OF A RASCAL. 


| WHEN Ralph Despard was arraigned before Doc- 
striking you in the ee Vaneyke he was the incarnation of cool indif- 
erence, 

“* Frank,” said the old scienist, ‘‘ as you are go- 
ing to give this wretched man an impartial trial, 
you can state your case in orderto give Howard a 
chance to defend him.” 

*Itis all easily summed up, sir,” replied the 
young inventor, darting an angry glance at the 
sarcastically smiling rascal; “‘in the first place, he 
robbed me in Readestown, and if subsequent events 
go to prove anything, he is also guilty of having 
Forjat various times tried to kill me and others,” 

** Cite an instance.” 

** He tried to stab May Blossom in his balloon.” 

** Well?” asked the doctor, as Frank paused. 

“Tt is my opinion he greased his hands, so that 
I would slip. from the ship at the time of the 
prairie fire,” N 
3 “And he cut the rope I was climbing up,”"* added 
Jack Flush snapped his teeth together viciously,|/Howard, “and begged me to keep it secret, say- 
eked up his revolver from the deck, bounded fojing it: was an accident,” 

“You have both told the truth,” confessed Des- 
pard, nodding. 

Tt ‘is also my opin 


IR oo when too late, what a breach of dicip- 
@i7? 
** And IT had no intention of 


“True! Ican realize it now. You only wished 
disarm me,’? 
‘Had I not doneso you might have committed 


‘* Beyond doubt; but only in a mad frenzy, mind 


“The men only played a harmless joke on you.” 
“Of course! ‘I should not have lost my tem- 


« 9? 


“Tt will serve you a lesson for future use. 


“Mr, Reade, I beseech you to——” 
“No. Once my mind is framed I never alter it.” 
** Consider.” 


“Nothing! I will set you aground in Aus- 


‘Curse you!” he exclaimed. ‘‘If you.are going ion that he was the cause 
stock ranch, and the subsequent. insensibility of 
He dropped asmall packet of papers from his|all of your people.” 

Ay!” exclaimed Despard. ‘I tried to steal 
the craftand drugged your whole infernal crowd,” 

** You see he convicts himself,” said Frank. 

‘“¢ Shamelessly !’’ exclaimed the old professor. 

* To cap the climax,’’ interposed Ralph Despard, | 
in defiant tones, ‘‘T’ll give you another morsel for 
“Shoot again!’ said Frank carelessly. reflection. It was I whoshot down at you from the 
“T’ve missed you, I see, Then this one won’t!”|deck of this eraft while you was upon the Rein- 
He took deliberate aim once more and fired again.|deer.” 

“ Just as I imagined,” exclaimed Frank. 

** Moreover, I have gaat finished my work and 
failing inthe attempt, I’m willing to take the conse- 
quence,” 


The next instant he fired point blank at Frank. 


eart, but to Jack Flush’s amazement the youth 
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‘EDespard, with anod. ‘I love May Blossom, hate 
you, and wanted to gain possession of this ship to 
Vand that mountain of gold and secure some of its 


ay 
- 


‘great treasure.” 


wet 
he 7 | 
‘< «And you shall have it!” a — se ne hr 
“\y, and he turned to Harr oward and added: 4 
Ren have heard the peecvations Even though|him. the black rock, causing the voyagers all to start — 
ou are his worst enemy, defend him impartially.” 
“Gan. you offer any grounds for your actions, 
“Despard?” asked Harrys, turning to the accused 
* whan, 


te a 





PRANK READE, JB, AND HIS GREYHOUND OF THE ATR 


At first he imagined he was to be spared. Two-thirds of the distance to the top of the 
But now that hope. was ruthlessly taken from|rocky wall a flash of lightning leaped out from 









He must meet his doom, but there was a faintjback with expressions of alarm. ; 
shadow.of hope in the clemency Frank suggested.| Then a thousand fiery arrows of the fluid leap- 

‘‘ But where is his chance for salvation?” askedjed forth from either side, expanding, then shrink- 
the doctor. . ing back again, and dispersing in luminous fringes 

“ We ean furnish him with a life preserver. He|before it reached the northern wall of the fearful 
may survive; a passing ship may pick him up, orjdefile. | ie e 
he may drift ashore. No matter how the caseamay| The zig-zagging, broad tongues of flame ad- 
be, he will at least have that one chance left to save|vanced, whirling around and around as they 
his miserable carcass, Is itagreed?” | came, 


““Three—love, hate and avarice,” coolly replied 


<i 


«~ * But thatis no excuse for your crime.” ‘*Ay! That, then, shall. be his sentence.” Rapid smothered thunder-claps began to re, 
Ae «© Oh, it is a mere farce for you to pretend to de-| ‘‘ Here, Barney!” exclaimed Frank. sound on all sides. _ : 

"fend me.” The Irishman came limping up, shaking his fist| They came with inereasing power, before the 
. . “Then I reject your case.” at Pomp. live flames leaped from the rocks} then violent 
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ed Pomp in uneasy tones, as he glanced at the pris- 
, Oner, and unconsciously felt of his own neck, 


bl 


‘ said Matt Mainbrace, giving a hitch at histrousers, 
‘“‘You do not understand,” said the doctor, 


“= 


old seientist, ignoring the condemned man’s re- 
mark, ‘‘and after you have come toa decision 
unanimously as to what we shall doto him, we 
will follow out your verdict.” | 
; That was more satisfactory to them, and when 
. they were within the cabin, Barney jumped up on 
a table, ard said: f 
“¢T’m aftherelectin’ meself prisidint av this mait- 
in’, an’ I want thertwo av yez ter do as say in 
ce maither, or begob I'll break ther jawres ay 
eZ 23 
** Belay thar, now,” interposed Mainbrace, tak- 
ing an enormous chew of navy “plug, ‘*Lhis be 
fair an’ squar, isn’tit, messmates? *Tisn’t no one 
sided gale o’ wind?” 


manded Pomp, indignantly... ‘*No,-sah. Dis chile 
Say cuthim wifarazzar! Yo’ heah dat? Ain’t no 
yudder way ’bout it.” 

Barney spit on his hands and slapped his leg, 


** And to save further nonsense, I plead guilty.” 
 **Remember,” said Frank sternly, ‘‘you havea 
death penalty to pay, and all. your bravado won’t 
“save you.” 


reply. 


I fy. ‘I leave your fate in the hands of the jury.” 


indfolded,” muttered Barney, who did not fancy 
, becoming an executioner. 




















‘‘Arrah, it ther belly-ache I have, sor,” hejclaps accompanied the lightning, reverberating 
groaned, ire) with dull crashes along the narrow sea corridor, 
“You and Mainbrace‘lead this wretch to the| Itseemed as if two concealed batteries, on either 
starboard side. Pomp—you procure a lite-pre-|side of the*ravine, were bombarding each other 
server for him, and, doctor, if you will lower thejfuriously. : 
ship a trifle, this beast will not break his neck, or} Frank and the rest glanced askance at each 
die for the want of wind when he leaps from thejother, a: | 
ship.” . a Should they proceed along this infernal place, 
May. Blossom went inside while these ordersior rise above it, and savigate the circumambient 
were carried out, as the sight was too dreadful forjair? : 
her to witness, There came a strange answer—a fearful an- 
Despard’s courage forsook him at the crisis, and|swer. aN Ne 
he whined and prayed, and yelled for mercy like} Thousands of vivid tongues of blazing lightning 
amad man, |: ( | {shot out.ali around the air-ship, enveloping its me- 
But.Frank was remorseless, and when Barney|tallic hull in their crooked, forked tongues like a | 
and Mainbrace had dragged him to the bulwark,}winding sheet, 
Pomp thrust a life-preserver in his hand, and} It made the Greyhound fairly blaze, and then 


“Oh, I’m notafraid to die!’ was the reckless 
«« Wound guilty then 1” said Dr. Vaneyke grave- 


“‘ Wha’ yo’say? Am we ter hang dat feller?” ask- 
‘* Be jabers, I’d ruther shoot, ther blaguard 


‘* Make ther gol durned swab walk ther plank!” 


hastily. Frank drew out his own revolver. there came a terrible thunder-clap that nearly 
‘An intelligent jury to decide a man’s fate,”} Seeing that all hope was gone, Despard’s mood|stunned them with the violence of its shock, 
sneered Despard. changed. , They were felled to the deck as if stricken a 


‘A million curses on you!’ he yelled, his face|death blgw. 
livid, and his form trembling with excitement as} Frank and May Blossom alone were insulated 
he raised his clincked fist up over his head, shookjfrom the shock within the glass wheel house. 
it, and glared with flery eyes upon Frank, ‘‘I| At first alarmed, their fears were presently dis- 
eurse you with my dying breath. I go to my fate.|pelled, when they beheld their friends recover and 
But I shall live; I shall avenge myseif. The .dayjarise to their feet. 
will come when I will make you sweat blood-for| “‘Howsudden! It is fearful!” gasped the girl, 
this crime. I call upon the powers of darkness to| ‘‘Theelectricity? Nothing in the world travels 
hear my oath! ‘Seas and continents may separate|so quick,” said Frank, ‘‘ The rate is, perhaps, 
us; but I shall track you down, and when we/)200,000 miles a second, Here are examples: 
meet again may God have merey on you, for I|projected cannon ball would take 21 hours to go 
won’t.’’ . | around the world, a locomotive going full speed 
‘Jump! exelaimed Frank, leveling his pistol at}would take 17 days, and electricity would do itin 
him, ‘‘Jump, or I will fire and blow your brainsjless than half a second.” 
out}? | ‘Wonderful! Marvelous!” : 
The Greyhound had descended to within a hun-}  ‘‘ Moreastonishing; listen, Miss Blossom: The 
dred feet of the sea, | | sun’s light takes eight minutes to reach us; elec- 
And with a parting curse lingering upon- his/tricityat the same distance would occupy the same 
swollen lips and a horrible look in his blood-shot|time, but a cannon ball would have to travel ten 
eyes, Despard uttered a yell of terror, bounded upiyears to do it; sound would occupy fifteen years, 
on the railing and sprangoff., a locomotive two hundred years, and a man two 


** You three retireto the cabin,” continued the 


““’Specs we’se gwine ter gib him his life?” de- 


‘«Dhroy up!” said he, ‘‘ Shure, an’ it’s moy oiday| Down to the sea hurled his body, and, striking|thousand years, never stopping night or day for 
ter plug him up wid dynamoite an’ blow der spal-|the waves, it sunk like a shot. rest or refreshment. You can therefore imagine 
peen ter glory wid an electric whoire. D’yez —— that those electric flashes reached us before we 
moind.” é _~ CHAPTER XVIII. fairly saw them.” 

*“ Walkin’ ther plank, by gol,.is my plan,” said AT THE MERCY OF THE CYCLONE, While speaking, Frank raised the Greyhound up 


Mainbrace, 
the sailor. 


knee, and pressing it against the old. sailor’s 
stomach. 


** Dar’s on’y one way, chile. We’se all got fo’ ter 
*gree *bout dis——” 


maitin’? It’s me own oiday, or none, bejabers! 
Schtand back, Pomp—schtand back, I say.. It’s re- 
spect I has fer yer aould bones, but faith puck 
yer in ther gob if yer goes agin mein this mat- 
ther,’ 


grabbing nee by theshoulder and hip, he pushed 
him back-to t 
the partition. 
This was more than thé sable-hued juryman 
eared to withstand, for he stooped, ducked his 
head, and suddenly butted: Barney in the. stom- 
ach, doubling him up and sending him reeling out 
on deck, groaning and clutching at his stomach. 
~ Pomp and Mainbrace then solemnly marched 
baek to Dr. Vaneyks, and announced that al- 
though the jury was unanimous in rendering the 
death verdict, they could not combine and come to 
a fixed conclusion as to the mode, | 
Frank read‘ly comprehended how matters stood 
> between the trio, and turning to the doctor, he 
said: ‘f t! 


and thatis to get rid of ‘this murderous wretch. 
He has not killed any one yet, despite his violent 
attempts to doso. But he certainly would were he 
given volition, Itherefore propose that we give 
him cone chance to save his miserable life, We have 
ail had that one chance, thanks to the protection of 
a merciful Providence.” d 

_ ** What do you propose to do, Frank?” 


gaa,” “Oh, golly! What’s am dat?” gasped Pomp,| * The Sine sana 















BEFORE dawn of the next day the eastern sea-jabove the fearful canyon, and Dr. Vaneyke camein — 
board of the continent of Australia was discerned,|breathlessly, followed by the others, allexcited, 
and the aerial navigators beheld that WAst extent| ‘Horrible! Horrible!’ heexclaimed, “Ihave © 
of territory into the unknown heart of which theyjonly once seen a canyon similar to thisin Norway*; 
were to penetrate on their strange voyage in searchiit was fearful !’” 
of the mountain of gold which Matt Mainbrace had| Those who had suffered the shock with the doc- 
seen, « |tor were all bathed in a cold perspiration. 

They were all up before daybreak, as they drew! “‘ Bejabers,” said Barney, solemnly, ‘I niver wor 
near to the rugged, mountainous coast at an ele-|schtruck be loightnin’ ontil terday, an’ it’s arl on 
vation of fifteen hundred feet,and the Greyhoundjaccount av us havin’ ther curse ay that blaguard, 
plunged on through the air toward an opening in|Ralph Despard, upon us.” 
the cliffs, : The maledictions of the wretch yet rang in their 

An arm of the sea ran in the dark, yawningjears, and they shuddered, for they realized how 
mouth of the chasm, and as it seemed to runj|nearly it affected them, 

Straight for some distance, Frank resolved to fol-} Glancing Gown into the yawning gulf below 
low it. !: y them, they could see the lightning playing fiercely 

The day was opening dark and gloomy, with in-|from rock to crag, and a sigh of relief swelled 
tense heat, and the black rocks wore a sinister as-|from their hearts to see that they were far out of 
pect... : its reach and no longer exposed to its fury. ° 
- The entrance was a prodigious ditch shut in be-|. The sun did not rise, but Frank managed to take 
tween two walls, of sharp pointed, perpendicular|a nautical reckoning, and calculated that a short 
rocks of an average height of more than half ajrun to the southward would bring them to Syd- 
mile, eed a Ba Ney : ney, where he resolved to stop to make a few pur- 

The waters were still and black, and a certainjchases before going inland to the mountain of 
feeling of horror pervaded the navigators as they/gold. ' 
entered the rugged, beetling mouth of the gloomy} . Accordingly he eommunicated his intention to — 
canyon, - Cea ee the rest, and the course of the air-ship was al- 

It seemed as if at every turn they might seejtered, ; 
legions of Satan’s imps and witches start. ont of) Tne lowering sky gave forth every promise of a © 
the uncanny nooks and ledges, for the awful sea-|frightful storm, and the young, inventor made all — 
defile looked much like what the entrance to/precautions lest it overtake him, as he had been — 
Hades must be. .. ! ce in Australia before, and knew what the storms — 

There was.a northeast wind blowing, and as it|there were, ] 
soughed and;moaned from cliff to crag the lone-| ‘Just look at those clouds, as black asink, piling — 
some place became simply horrible, up in the northeast!? he exclaimed to the doc- 

Floeks of sea-birds, startled from their nests in|tor. eeee 
the mossy cliffs, arose with a great flapping of| ‘‘ It looks as if we were going to have acyclone.” f 
ht and a eras, a hoarse, unnatural cries} “And you can aeons upon its being a sever 
as the air-ship approached, | one, too, doctor, ; el that 

‘“‘Grent Heaven!” gasped Frank. ‘‘Such an|wind?” — a Yi ever sao Fon 8 


abode of horror! Our entrance into this strange} ‘It seems t a: . 
**Foree him to jump from this ‘ship into the/land is by its worst gate.” rs PEELS SOS HECRNCUES DSi 


Barney jumped down from the table and grabbed 


‘‘T’ll rassle yer fur it!’ he exclaimed, bending a 
‘© Yo’ done look heah, Barney !”” exclaimed Pomp. 


‘Shut up, yer nagur! Ain’t I prisidint av ther 


He dropped the sailor who ran out on deck, and 


® wall,and slammed him against 


*« There is one determination to be carried out, 


. 
a. 


ravine of the Lyse-Fiord, in which the — 
avove phenomenon is constantly occurring.—AUTHOR. — 








Ralph Despard’s countenance fell. pointing ahead. ; 




















































And a mighty strong gale, tao, in order to rat- 
sthis craft, sir. Listen how it is moaning among 


7 y this \ an PORTS 
halt ri hts. yee ey a3 

Sees re sound, aud the Greyhound be- 
gan to sway 
Gan we rise above it?” queried the doctor. 


| ow above 
han rhein is veering more around to the north- 
a : yw,” ay : eye 

Se wou and but for the steadiness of the wheel, 
‘jtyvould force us to make what might be termed 
-jerial leeway, and drive us to sea again.” 

«tis with us now ina measure, though,” 
«Portunately. We can make better time in con- 
r ” . 

A Ge, mk 2 
F Or others! ll abandoned the deck, and Frank 
' and the old scientist were left alone in the pilot 


t 
; 
' 


y 
0 
f 
4 


E Pie torainfuriously, | 
‘The wind increased momentarily, sweeping the 
 jmmense black storm clouds in rolling masses to- 
4 ward the Gre hound, ey 

Frank had his hands full to hold the vessel on, 
- and he noticed with uneasiness that they were 
edging to the coast. : 

 ® You willhave to aid me to hold the wheel, doc- 
tor!” he exclaimed. . 

The doctor grasped the spokes with him, and they 
strained and tugged together to keep the air-ship 
on her course. . iy 
 Atew minutes later the storm burst just above 
them with terrifie force, and the Greyhound was 
driven further to the eastward, amid the lightning 
flashes and thunderbolts. 
fhe wind and rain were furious, and beat and 
_ gwopt the air-ship along like a cockieshell. 

It was just as Frank and the doctor were exert- 
ing all their muscle onthe wheel, that they heard 
- afearfulerash, © > | . 

t The wheelspun around loosely of its own ac- 
eord, and they both started back with horrified 


l 


ey 
: 
f 
fy 
i) 


faces. 
« What is it, Frank?” gasped the doctor. 

“One of the rudder-lines has broken,’ panted 
' the youth in dismayed tones. ‘* We have lost con- 
trol of the Greyhound, The sterm is sweeping her 
out to sea again, and by heavens I fear we are 
lost |” 

_ The doctor groaned, for he saw that Frank di- 
| vined the truth. 


yA 


~~ 





CHAPTER XIX. 
A TRIAL OF STRENGTH AND ENDURANCE, 


THE adventurers on the Greyhound . had fre- 
quently been in dangers of a most harrowing kind, 
but never-before exposed to such peril as that 
_ which nov menaced them. 

Swept along at the mercy of the cyclone, with 
one of the rudder-lines broken; so that it was a 
_ fearful hazard to attempt to repair it, the tempest 
_ was driving her toward the Pacifie coast again. 
Frank and the professor glanced at. each other 
| silently, and shuddered as they mentally speculat- 
ed what their fate would be if they.were blown out 


\ morning. — : sty 

_. The curses of Ralph Despard ere they 
he 
r to be finding foundation in faet. 

__ At the outburst of the storm all the remainder of 
the voyagers had sought shelfer within the cabin, 
and knew nothing of the peril with which they 
wore threatened, 


Frank turned the matter over in his mind rapid- 
“We cannot ascend,” he exclaimed presently, 


af our danger, 
ly a8 disastrous, for if the -ship 


_ dash her to fragments, And whirling along in this 
 errati¢, manner is almost as bad as the other 
trouble.” | | i 

* But what can we do?” asked Dr. Vaneyke. 

| I must make an attempt to repair the damage,” 


_ Tudder-blade where they were fastened on with 
f patent ring bo}ts,” 
| “True, doctor, ButI must. make the attempt 
or ‘omer perish. .By, lowering a line over 
a taffrail [ can: reach the rudder ; and if this vio- 
‘ent wind does not blow me off into eternity, I 
. might reeve a temporary line by which we could 
_ Tegain control of the Greyhound until this storm 
Why Wastes self, Itis worth.a trial anyway.” 

But the peril,” remonstrated the doctor. 
amu aceustomed to danger.” 
LS) eens Will aid you all I can.” \ 
_,*/ Was useless toremain any longer in the pilot- 


vid 1008, 80 they staggered out on the oscillating 


like a cradle, despite her ballasted|stowage room, they made their way aft, and peer- 


 «Jtcan be done, but we might meet a Worse] wire lines intact, and the other broken a foot from|to 
than down here. Better not risk it, I|the bolt. i 


_ over the raging sea in the dim light of the gloomy|¢uld do nothing with the rudder. 


forced him| No one heard their combined cries, and the doc- 
to spring into the sea at the pistol’s point seemed|tor’s arms were shaking as if palsied by the fear-|the new lino did all that, wasexpected of it, they 


“for in the upper stratas of air we might increase|his right arm securely, and, seeing that he might | é 
To go down would perhaps be equal-|climb, up the ten feet of space above where he sphere, 
happened to|could catch hold of the trellis-work, he commenced ‘, 


| Strike upon any of those jagged rocks it would|the ascent. 


|  “Howean you do it? The rudder-lines . pass|lected, his keen glance fastened intentl 
 OUtoftwo holes in the hull under the counter|eyke as he calculated how long the 
y stern, and thence proceed to the outer edge of the|hold out to save him. 











deck, and the fierce gusts of wind roared by, laden|with his hands wildly clutching at his forehead, 

with a deluge of rain, aud they crept over to thelcold sweat bursting out all over him, and h 
middle deck-house., | groaned: : Ra Z 

Provuring several strong manilla ropes from the] ‘“‘My God! My God! He is killed!” ary a 

Barney glanced around, saw that something was ~ 

ed over, the matter with the Greyhound, and observing the . 
_ The rudder was swinging to and fro, one of thejdoctor’s ae of blank despair, he rushed up — 

him, asking: A 

‘* What’s ther matther, 

So flerce was the wind that Frank and his friend|thing happened?” ie 

were obliged to hold on to the railing for oppor ‘‘ Weare at the mercy of the eleoments—the rud- » 
to ereee themselves being blown overboard. der is broken!” ses 
it was evident that the only way to remedy the} ‘Och, an’ it’s dead we arl are, thin?” Rit 

‘‘ Pretty near it,” groaned'the oldman, ‘Frank © 

has been killed.” | 3 if 
‘* Mother av Moses!” gasped Barney in dismay. — 

* Didn’t you hear me shouting for help just 


docther dear? Has any- - 


oe was to follow the plan suggested; despite the 

Accordingly, the rope was secured to the taffrail, 
and taking another in his hand, Frank climbed 
over the railing, and slid down to the rudder. now?” 

The wind oscillated his body as if it were a mere| ‘Me ears must abeen plugged wid wind, for it’s © 
feather, and his grasp instinctively tightened upon|not wan yell did I hear, sor, An’ Masther — 
the rope to prevent himself from falling. Frank?” ° ‘ 

_He managed to reach the broken line, and get-| ‘“ Went over the side on a ropsto repair the dam- 
ting the end of the rope which he carried, through|age, when it cut on the railing and down he fell.” 
the ring in the boit, he madea large knot in the| ‘God rest his sowl in pace, Shure he wor a 
end to prevent it slipping out again, when thelgood bye.” 

other end, which Dr, Vaneyke held, was puiled| ‘A braveand excellent gentleman.” ; 
taut. ‘So noble an’ thrue,” said Barney, witha sniff. 

This had hardly been accomplished, however,| ‘‘Generous, smart and kind,’ groaned the pro- 
when there came a shout of terror from the oldifessor; 

Scientist, and Frank felt the rope to which he). “ Sich a bandsome face and illigant figger.’’ 
clung violently jerked. ; | ‘Tt is a sad loss—a fearful blow,” said the doc. 

He glanced up and saw Doctor Vaneyke leaning|tor, mourniully shaking his head. ! 
over the railing clinging to it with desperate} ‘ Worra, worra,”’ said Barney, blowing his nose, 
energy. if é" and real tears sprang to his eyes. “It’s me heact’s 

‘‘What is the matter?” he shouted. broke -entoirely, sir.” 

“The rope has parted,” groaned the scientist. “See, thereis where he went over, Barney.” 

“*Parted?” echoed Frank, with a sudden thrill} They both shudderingly approached the railing 
of horror. and peered over the dreaded spet down into the 
_ “Chafing against this sharp edge of the railing|void below. 
it cut in two.” Then they uttered a wild shout, bumped heads 

‘Can you haul me up?” together, grabbed each other’s hands, pump-hand- 

“No! my strength is inadequate. I just caughtiled, and seizing a rope from the deck, they made a 
hold of the rope as the strands were separating, slip noose on one end and cast it over. 
else you would have fallen. What shall I do?” ‘For Frank was hanging below the Greyhound 

“Can you hold it while I climbup?” , safe and sound, his grasp fastened to the rope he 

“My arms are nearly wrenched from theirjhad knotted to the ring-bolt in the rudder, the end 
sockets now by the violence of your swinging injof which, being bound around his arm when he 
the wind, and I fear every movement may cause/feil, saved his life. 
me to let you go.” He had been lustily shouting: for aid, but the 

“That is bad !?? muttered Frank, strong gale drove his voice away, as it had done 


4 “Help! Help! Help!” hoarsely shouted thejthe doctor’s; but he saw them, and when the slip 
octor, 


noose came down he put it around his body, and 
But the mocking wind carried his voice away/they hauled him up. 

from the ship, instead of toward the eabin, and! He carried the rudder line with him. 
feeling that he was momentarily growing weaker,| ‘I thought I was gone when I fell,” he gasped, 
he continued his cries, with all the strength of hisjas he reached the deck, ‘* but this rope explains it 
lungs. all to you.” 

No response came. _“ Thank Heaven you are alive!” said the doctor, 
Frank’s anxiety may be imagined, as he held on|feryently. ‘We were just.extolling your merits 
by one hand, and had one leg ‘wrapped around theland groaning over your loss. But you’vye cheated 

fragile line to which the professor was holding by|death agait.” 
one end. ** Tsuppose you 

To and fro swung the young inventor’s body, |said Frank. 
his other hand clinging to the rope he had fasten-| ‘In the usual manner, when people die,” laugh- 
ed to the ring-bolt on the rudder of the Grey-/ed the professor. : wins 
hound, ‘Well, my purpose is accomplished, Here, Bar- 

The doctor had dropped the other end, and|ney, help me reeve this ling through these running 
Frank kept hold to bring it up to the deck, else hejplocks that ran along. the scuppers to the pilot- 
house, and within a few minutes we will have con- 
trol ofthe Greyhound again.” 

They worked smartly, and having found that 


blackguarded me unmercifully?” 


The suspense was becoming unbearable, 


ful strain. soon sent the air-ship inland from the sea again, 
“Prank, I-can’t hold on any longer!” hejand traveled southward with the storm. 

groaned. Within two hours the cyclone spent its fury by 
“Do not give up, doctor. Braceup. Give me/bolting ahead of the air-ship and dodging out to 

one chance to climb up, If we fail I’m gone.” sea, 

“Then hurry,” gasped the doctor. ‘‘I’m nearly} Then the noonday sun appeared, and all the 

dead !” , dense clouds floating away, all nature beamed se- 


Frank had bound.the new rudder-rope around|rénely again, just as if such things as cyciones 
were something entirely foreign to our mundane 


ae there lies our destination—Sydney,’’ said 
\ rank, 

Groanafter groan was emanating from the doc-| He pointed over the rugged Australian land- 
tor’s lips as he tenaciously hung on to the end ofjscape, for tne eastern seaboard of New South 
the rope, his face as pale as death, and his whole Wales is very mountainous, and they beheld the 
figure trembling. ; city nestling down ahead of them. aie 

Up went Frank quickly, perfectly calm and col-| The lighthouse on South Head cliff was plain to 

upon Van-|be seen, and a good view of the fortifications on 
octor could|George’s, Middle and Bradley’s Heads could be 
had as they drew nearer. 

The city was large, two thirds surrounded by 
water, and was the. oldest on the great island- 
continent, 


“ Frank !” shrieked the doctor, suddenly. 
A ery pealed from the young inventor. 

The doctor could hold on no longer, , : 

The rope slipped—then it flew out of his hands,| It was just noon time when they had almost 

One horrified glance he cast over’ the railing 4 ust|reached it, and began to descend directly in the 

as the cabin door opened, and Barney emerged. |heart of the city toward Hyde Park, in which 

And he saw that Frank had not gained the trel-|Frank designed to land. 
lis and was falling down toward the earth like a} They saw that the squares were thronged with 
thunderbolt! people, andthe professor pointed down at the pop- 
——— ay cane eit yi ery 

“Tt looks to measi ere was some _publie 

Oe rere ae demonstration going on down there, Frank, — 

THE ASSASSINS SHOT. Should we land in their midst, the people will be 

THE man ofscience reeled back from the railing vastly amazed ‘at-us,” | 






































































































over the city awhile, then the helixes revolved 


tied down. , 

The propellers stopped, the flanges came out, 
and they heard a hoarse roar of thousands of af- 
frighted voices swelling up as the strange object 

-@ame soaring down from the sky. 

. Describing vast circles that narrowed as she de- 
scended, the graceful airship settled until, with a 
geutle shock, she touched the ground in the midst 
of the park, then the machinery stopped, 

Within a miuute she was surroundsd by thou- 

. sands of eager, excited and amazed people, and 
when the ravigators made their appearance on 
deck, the ery of wonder that went up sounded like 
the muttering of a line of surf on the sea-shore, 

" Frank walked over to the railing and held up his 
and, 


intense silence suddenly fell upon the multi- 

tude, 

**To dispel your surprise,” he exclaimed, “I 
wish to apprise you that we are human beings and 
that tais vessel is merely a mechanical contrivance 

‘which I have the honor of inventing, and we have 
traveled here in it all the way from the United 
States.” 

A tremendous shout and exclamations of the 
most intense wonderment went up on all sides, 
and a fine-looking gentleman on horseback, sur- 
rounded by a body-guard of mounted soldiery 
in the British uniform, came through the crowd 
toward the ship. 

’ He was the governor of New South Wales. 

- For an instant he paused, glancing, at Frank, 
and as the youth saluted him, he acknowledged it 
and said; 

‘‘T cannot be mistaken in what I have heard. 
You must be that redoubtable young inventor, 
Frank Reade, Jr., who on other oceasions has 
justly amazed the poople in other sections of this 
continent. Am I right?’’ 

**T have the pleasure of being the person you 
pamed, sir.” 

*« And this strange machine?”’ 

‘‘Is simply. an wrostat of a new model which I 
have recently invented, and in which I have come 
here from my native country.to explore the inter- 
ior of this continent.” 


’ Wonderful! Extraordinary! And I being 
president of the branch of the Royal Geographical 
Society located in this part of Australia, beg to ex- 
tend you and your friends the courtesy of the gov- 
ernment house in which I dwell. It is located on 
the Fort Macquarie peninsula, between Farm and 
Sydney coves,” 

‘© And I shall haye the honor of accepting your 
invitation, sir, on behalf of my friends and self; 
and thank you very much.” 

** Tt will afford me great pleasure, Mr. Reade, to 
assign you a guard for this wonderful flying ma- 
ehine as soon as you leave it to accept of my hospi- 
tality,” said the governor. 

‘* And we will have the honor of calling upon 
you this afternoon,” said Frank, formally, ‘In 
the meantime, if the crowd is kept back at a re- 
spectful distance I would be obliged.” 

The governor stated that he would have it done 
and then rode away, when the voyagers, fatigued 
and glad to have arun on firm ground again, pre- 
pared to disembark, 

Two coaches were sent to them by the courteous 
governor, and a guard of soldiery who roped the 
air-ship in a circle, and stationed sentries around 
it to keep the people away. 

Going northward by Macquarie street which runs 
through the park to Parliament House, thence 
through the botanical gardens to the Government 
House, the adventurers were ushered in with as 
much stateliness and pomp as if they were royal 


guests, 


Suites of apartments were assigned them, and 
when they assembled for dinner several members 
of the Royal Geographical Society were found at 
the board with the governor and his family, to all 
of whom Frank told his adventures. 

Dr. Vaneyke then gave them some valuable in- 
formation in regard to aerial wind-currepts and 
electric phenomena, and in conclusion promised 
to furnish the society with all the geographical in- 
formation he could glean in the progress of their 
voyage in the unknown interior. 

There was a grand ball that mien at the gover- 
nor’s house to which our frien 


rest. 


Veteaice No doubt we will create asensation. Oh, look! 
. They see us now. Do you observe how everyone 

; is looking and pointing upward? Ha! There we 
~, #33 : 


The Greyhound hovered like an enormous bird 


slower, the great wings spread out, and she set- 


S were invited,;more people began to rush to the scene from all|Frank ee 
Pomp, Barney and Matt Mainbrace being the only| parts of the building, the news was carried out to} He seemed ‘to bear a charmed life, for not ® — 
ones who declined to attend with Frank and the|the streets like lightning, a huge multitude began|bullet as much as grazed him during that wild — 


A week passed swiftly by, crowded with amuse-|of time the excitemext raged furious. | 
ment and events, the hospitable governor insisting} Frank saw that within a few moments the crowd|harassed by an ugly donbt that his friends might | : 
upon them remaining, and in the interim, Main-| would recover their courage, rush in and over-inot have the Greyhound in readiness for instant — 
brace, Barney and Pomp daily roved about the!whelm him. ical 
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i ting Frank’s wants and amusing them- like a dc 
svar eee & | | 8 acrime he did fot commit, and his friends might 
It was during the course of one of these pere-jhave to suffer with him on suspicion of com. 
grinations that the three, one afternoon, found)plicity. f tex 4 4 7 
themselves near Pyrmont bridge, hs Benne shar-| To remain where he was bordered on sheer mag. 
hen they saw a fami vessel come/ness. 7 , avi 
fat Apert: ; : eh Re He glanced at the faces in the doorway, all con. 
It was the Reindeer—the steamer upon which|vulsed with rage, and among them he sawthose of 
the mutiny oecurred which they bad participated|the professor, Howard and the girl, all motioning « 
in on the Pacific, himtorun.  , gS 
When she was moored to the dock, several of her| Hesaw that they would take care of themselves ¥ 
crew came ashore, and were going past the trio offand before the crowd divined his purpose, he 
our friends, when Barney suddenly jumped for-|dashed to the window containing the shattered 
glass and flung it open. 


ward and grasped one by the arm. é , 4 : ; 
The Ak Bead, uttered an exclamation, and| “It is useless,” he thought, ‘‘ utterly useless fop © 


. 
Lt) 
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He would be shot down like a dog, perhags, toy 


















paused, ; me to try and vindicate myself. Circumstantial 
‘ Ralph Despard! Saved from the say!” gaspedjevidence is against me, I was heard to quarrel 
Barney. with him by thatservant, When they entered they 


“Av!” exclaimed the startled balloonist, tor itidisecovered me near his corpse, after the pisto] 
was he, and with a sudden wrench he tore himself|shot, with my revolver clutched in my hand, Tam | 
free, ‘‘I amsaved, Picked up, after myfatalleapjcondemned already. They would not believe ip 
from the Greyhound, I ‘have been saved by thisjmy innocence. They would hang me!” an 
vessel—_the Reindeer—upon which I have worked} Hesprang upon the window-sill, and the spelj - 
my passage hither. Go tell your master, and re-|that held the crowd was broken. : 
peat to him my curses! And tell him thata pro-| With a wild, hoarse yell they rushed into the 
tecting fate-is watching over me. He and I willjroom,and a dozen weapons Were pointed at Frank, | 
meet again, and when we do, he will perish like aj} ‘Halt!’ shouted a soldier—one of the household © 
dog |" . S guard. ‘* Halt, or we will shoot you down!” | 

As he said this he rushed away, leaving Barney,| A defiant cry from Frank was the only,reply 
Pomp and Mainbrace glancing askance at each|vouchsafed, and he sprang out into the gerden — 
other, , as a volley roared out, and a shower of bul- — : 

They hurried excitedly to the Government House, |lets flew over his head. ; 
and told Frank of the cireumstance, causing a} He had hardly landed upon his feet in the dark, 4 
grave look to flash over his face, shadowy gardens unscathed, when out of the © 

When they had gone out, the young inventor metjbushes rushed two soldiers with rifles in their J 
the doctor. hands. : 

“We must leave here at once,” he exclaimed em-| Frank was startled at the sight. | 

hatically. ‘Ralph Despard was saved by the] He involuntarily “ogee ie 
indeer, and the malignant wretch will not rest] “Up with your hands and surrender!” cried | 
easy now until he works out some mischief forjone ofthe men. ~ 
us.” %y “Never! Iam guiltless!” retorted Frank, 

The doctor was justly amazed, and after some| The other soldier advanced toward him, when | 
talk with Frank, he went to apprise Howard and/Frank suddenly sprang at the man, caught himin & 
May Blossom. his arms, and swung him around so that his 

That young couple had decided to get married|struggling form was intervened between himself 
that night. eit and the man’s companion, | 

When -the doctor left Frank, he entered the govy-|. The other fellow had his rifle at his shoulder — 
ernor’s study, and told him that they proposed tojand pulled the trigger just as Frank sereened — 
start that night rather unexpectedly. himself, ; / 

He was surprised, and remonstrated so forcibly} ‘‘ Bang! went tife weapon ere the soldier say 
that Frank lost his temper, and the conversation|what was done. a 
bade fair to actually end in'a quarrel, when it was} ‘“‘Heavens! I am shot!” shrieked the mar 
ered by the entrance of a servant. Frank held. vey . ¥ 

The domestic had overheard part of the heated} “Oh! What have I done?” gasped the other. _ 
altercation, but did not know what caused it, and} He turned deathly pale, reeled back, and ere he 4 
Frank leftthe room, ; could recover his presence of mind, Frank hurled — 

That night, just as the coach was awaiting,|the shot man so violently against him, that they — 
Frank, Vaneyke, Howard and the girl, who werejboth fell to the ground together, and the young 
to proceed to,a minister in order that the youngjinventor escaped, f 
couple might get married, Barney, Pomp and} And just in time, for scarceiy had he turned an © 
Mainbrace having gone on board the Greyhound, langle of the building, when people began to jump — 
Frank made his way to the governor’s room to bidjout of the window he emerged from, and came — 
him good-bye. set) rushing on in pursuit of him, 

As he was entering the room he heard a-pistol} ‘Safe, thus far,’ he muttered, desperately, — 
shot, a wild cry of agony, and the sound of a hegvy|*‘ And now to gain the coach that is awaiting us, © 
fall. and to reach the Greyhound. If I can do that, ~ 

Fearing foul play he drew his own revolver, andjand the boys have the jars stored with electric 
rushed in. : power, I can escape. But—if not?” \ 

The governor laid on his back in the middle of} Hedid not speculate long upon his chances to | 
the room, and a broken window showed where an|save his life from the infuriated people, but dash- 7 
assassin’s bullet had crashed through from thejed ahead and reached the private entrance, a 
garden, striking the prostrated man, To his joy, hé saw Harry Howard in the act of 

Scareely bad Frank time to note the situation|knocking tha driver down, while the professor 
when a crowd rushed in from the hall behind him,/and May Blossom were hastily getting into the ve- 
foremost among whom was the servant who hadlhiele, dq 
interrupted the altercation with the governor that} Upto them ran Frank in all haste justasthe — 
day. r door of the government house was burst openand ~ 

One glance showed them the situation. .. ja crowd came rushing out on the baicony. 

**The governor is dead!” shouted Frank, ‘“ He} ‘Ha! herehe is!” shouted Dr. Vaneyke. 4 
has been shot.” Hee -"Getinside!” shouted Harry. “I'll drive you.” — 
_ “ And what are you doing in here with a pistol] “No! It would expose the others to any chanee — 
in your hand?” asked an officer. shots they migkt fire at me. You get in. Ill § 

“He is the murderer!” exclaimed the servant,|drive.” “4 
excitedly. ‘* To-day I heard him quarreling with} Thecoachman was easily disposed of, and ere 
the governor. Arrest him!” \Harry could remonstrate Frank shoved him to the — 

The soldiers sprang forward to obey, when Frank/dcor of the coach and clambered up onthe box, 
darted back toward the window, leveled his pistol] ‘There they go!” shouted the guardsman. all 
at them, and cried: “They are escaping in their carriage!” another — 

“Stand back! I deny the accusation! I am in-jeried. . a 
nocent! The first man who attempts to laya hand} “Shoot the Yankee rascals down!” criedanother 
ok me will fall shot through the heart!” voiee, ae 
ou eae ye them !” advised still on 

CHAPTER XXT. rank gathered up the reins and whip, and sent » 
is enema ne the team off with a wild rush toward Hyde Park. — 

eee The crowd came rushing after the flying horses 

A SCENE Of the most terrible excitement followed at full speed, their hoarse cries bringing fresh 
Frank’s threat. _ }mémbers to swell their ranks every moment from 
The crowd fell back with an angry roar of anger,jevery direction, and shot after shot was fired after 
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to gather outside, and in an incredibly short space|ride for his life through the shadowy city. al 
Bis head was perfectly cool, but his mind was — 


flight, Whereupon it would do him uo practical 
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ae perhaps, to reach the airship, as escape 
Paid then be out of the question. 
eee were against its being realized, as he. 
, he one Barney that they might not embark until 
Bi Fi the nightin consequence of Harry and May 
oeshing tobe united by marriage before they re- 
tnened to the Greyhound, Pky b 
"ot course the wedding was out of the question 
“pow, and the hunted fugitives fled on with a ter- 
ok pounding of hoofs, rattling of wheels and 
-iangling of harness chains, 4 rr 
/ gaveral officers made futile effortsto check their 
mad career, and they soon. reached the park, | 
| Fortunately the foursentries did not yet know 
| anything about the tragedy of the government 
“house, and although surprised at the wild career 
ofthe carriage they made no comment, ‘but helped 
| the inmates to alight. s oil 
| «You may go; weascend now,” said Frank. 
| «Nol? hastily whispered the doctor. ‘ Hold 
| “them as hostages.” : ‘x i ; rt ms 
| «ft would bea useless bother. I can manage 
| without them.” 
| “Very well. 
| coming” seit 
Hundred of people were rushing through Mac- 
| quarie streét toward the park as the four sentries 
| wentaway, andthe inmates of the carriage has- 
| tened up the rope-ladder to the deck of” the air- 
| ship, where Barney and Pomp had inveigled Matt 
| Mainbrace intoa game of draw-poker, and were 
| cheating him shamefully, © . 
| They jumped up when they saw our friends. 
| ‘“Jsthere any electricity generated?” eagerly 
| asked Frank. iia 
| Nota bit, sor,” was Barney’s dismaying reply. 
- The others were horrified, for they would have 
to stay where they were at least fifteen minutes 
_ exposed to the assaults of the multitude who must 
| soon surround the air-ship, and with guns and 
gmail arms perhaps try to blow her to pieces!’ 
| Wasting no time uttering useless regrets though, 
| Frank left the professor explaining to the three 
what had occurred, and then he dashed down into 
- the battery-room, | a 
| Hoeset thedynamo in operation, and then taking 
| akey from his ring, he opéned a closet of large 
| dimensions in one wall, and withdrew a large, 
peculiar-looking machine working on a carriage 
| with rollers, ae 
| Itlooked likea dozen polished steel pipes bunch- 
ad, at one end secured to a mechanical contrivance 
of singular appearance, | | 
_Itwasan electric apparatus, and having with- 
drawn it from its hidden compartment, he pushed 
italong atiny, narrow track set in the floor, toa 
Square trap, and then connected it with two rub- 
her insulated wires running directly from the dy- 
Dame, 
| Touching a button in the wall, an electric cur- 
| {ent put a series of balance weights in motion, and 
(he trap on which his queer invention stood, arose, 
| perfect elevator. 
| By the'same current a hatch on deck was swung 
| back automatically, and the elevator lifted Frank 
ie. odd invention up above the level of the 


Oh—Frank! Look at the crowd 
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| The rest were amazed at his sudden appearance. 
A Why,” exclaimed the doctor curiously, ‘‘ what 
af ave you there?” 

| “This,” said Frank grimly, ‘is what might be 
| called a lightningograph, In other words it is an 
| dlectric gun, capable of projecting currents of 
lightning in Separate yolts, and with such speed 
That the burst of the volt.and flash and report only 
«occur after it traverses the air a certain distance. 
+4 can grade it so that I could burst a lightning bolt 
atth distance of fifty thousand 


® muzzle or at a 
yardsaway,.” . . ? 
| «By heavens, Frank, thisis a wonderful thing.” 
a { may prove so in’ modern warfare. You 
Snow I generate and chain up lightning in my ac- 
mulator fats to drive this air-ship. And now 
‘You know can bottle itup in this gun, save the 
| Weight and trouble of powder and shot, and need 
‘hotoom exceptfor my gun.” 

_ Justthen the erowd drew close to the air-ship, 
‘nd Frank sent all hands below where the hull of 
| Me Greyhound would protect them, and he fear- 
sly Went to the railing. | 

tas terrible ery arose when the crowd saw him, 
ji he had the ship illuminated by signaling 
ih and addressed the crowd with: 

.~Spart and leave me bein peace. I am an in- 
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| ‘Docent man |” 
, Ald howl of derision greeted this remark. _ 
M fubeided: fyou remain,” shouted Frank, when it 
igen éd, “I will suffer no molestation. In an 
ett could kill a hundred of you. from this 
te tnd none would know what did it.” 

Pan Hother shout from the mad crowd greeted him, 
| gun then” 8 gang of officers dragging a large field 
Pear eoush the crowd, which they trimmed to 
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t On the air-ship, - 
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“Wit was his only hope for salvation, thongh, yet| 





It was evident that they meant to blow the Grey-| ‘‘ Thank Heaven I am vindicated |” muttered the TA 
hound and all her inmates out of existence. very much astonished and delighted Frank. 
A frown of annoyance crossed Frank’s face. He saw the crowd fall back abashed, and beheld 


bearupon the other gun and tonched.a press-but-|their gestures calling him back, but he paid no © 
ton on the carriage, - ety heed to'them, Sa 

Not a sound followed, but a vivid sheet of fire} Everyone on the Greyhound but Barney, who — 
seemed to fly out of the muzzle of one of the bar-|was in the pilot-house, saw whatwas goingon, 
rels, and striking the breach of the gun managed| “You are exonerated, Frank,” said Dr. Van= 
by the men there sounded a frightful explosion, aleyke. ; Fite eel 
terrible glare of: fire anda thunderous ery of fear| ,'‘ But Ishall not go back now,” said the youth, ~ 
from the excited crowd. ep “Of coursenot. They treated us brutally.” 

*« Besides, we were ae ee our search ie 

the mountain of gold. guess they are sorry for . 
CHAPTER XXII. what they did to a At roe re I have the oa 
faction of knowing that lam no longer suspected - 
Win R Vaerresie wcauotallily of such base treachery aS that of murdering the 
It seemed to the crowd of Australian ‘officers|governor. Now, Barney, to the northwest, and 
whowere managing the gun that a thunderboilt|mount no higher.” ) 
had struck it. : They had risen fully six thousand feet, and with 

The blinding sheet of flre that whizzed from|plenty electricity stored away they shot ahead at 
Frank’s electric gun smashed the fleld-piece tojthe rate of one hundred miles an hour toward the 
fragments, and the flying particles of steel injured|interior: Teh 
those of the crowd who stood in the immediate vi- 
einity of the ordnance. 

Hyde park had never before been the scene of 
such intense excitement, for there: were thousands 
of people drawn to the spot by the report that Prank 
Reade, Jr., had murdered the Governor. of Sydney. 

Anumber of revolvers were pointed at Frank, 
but he sheltered himself behind the eleetric gun 
before theys were discharged, and called out to 
Barney : il 

“Is there enough electricity stored yet?” 

‘No, sor,’”’ replied the Irishman from the wheel- 
house, where he stood watchingthe indicator. 

**Itis getting pretty hot out here, my boy.” 

4 Dhroive thim back wid ther loikes av a shot or 
two,’ 

* Yes, a good plan! I hate.to do it, but for self- 
protection I must do something. We must gain 
time. Five minutes will be enough. Then we may 
ascend.” 

As he turned toward 





b | 

An examination was made of Frank’s wonderful — 
electric gun which had done them such good ser~ 
vice, and when its working Was explained to them | 
by the young inventor it was restored to the closet 
down-stairs. " 

Below them a wonderful expanse of territory 
was being passed, on their journey, the air-ship 
going over the great Blue Mountains and the tribu- 
taries of the Murray river, and by the dawn of 
the*next day the Greyhound had passed over 
New South Wales into Queensland, and skinmed 
into the but partly explored central part of the 
island continent. 

Two days went by, during which, deluded by the 
appearance of the McDonnell range of mountains, 
Frank was put on the false trail, and only found 
out his error after a long, useless search. 

It was after that when Mount Freeling led him 
off on another false track, and when this dis- 
couragement was overcome they finally pursued 
Reynold’s range to the northward, and came in 
sight of the lofty peak of Mount Steward, 

They were in sight of their goal at last, 

The country was poor, with hillocks, and fields 
of spinifex. 

There were some nutmeg, ginger, banana ané& 
other plants, and a singular rock of conglomerate 
two miles long was met, with a spring of water in 
its center, at which they replenished their almost 
emptied casks ere going on to the mountain. 

Different kinds of wombats, phalangers, kan- 
garoos and bandicoots were seen, but not a bush- 


the gun again, he saw the 
crowd come rushing in toward the air-ship on all 
sides, the assault being so combined that they 
doubtless inteuded to gain a footing on the deck 
at.a dozen different. places. 

Frank did not lose control of himself for a mo- 
ment, but leveling the gun! at the thickest of the 
crowd, he touched the press-button again, and 
there was another discharge. 

Shower after shower of missiles came flying at 
Frank from the crowd on all sides, but beyond a 
a few slight bruises he suffered noinjury up to the 


time he discharged the gun. : ee 
A glaring streak of lightning darted out from the ery ie tkahies of fe. Nene ship settled 


deck of ‘the air-ship, and before the wild cries of} mi, Greyhound erashed into a dense mass of 
the people whomit touched had diod away he tangled Eonae: covering many acres, when ont 


turned the gun around on a pivot and sent a dozen : ; 
more shots off in different directions, each muzzle Ra the thorny weeds started several men and 


of the gun responding. 
Those of the people whom that vivid tongue of| here were a few evergreen trees near by, under 
which the barbarians had been operating one of 


fire touched fell as if stricken senseless by a pow-|* ! : 
erful blow, and the eries of agony, fear and dismay their native rites, 
that resounded on all sides were fearful to hear, t was the singular custom of removing two 
‘Like the surging of the ocean’s surf the crowd|UPpper-jaw teeth, at. a stated age of adolescence, 
fell back, every one panic-stricken at the havoc|from the mouths of the boys. 
Frank created with his terrible engine of warfare.|. They were dirty, low people, wearing nothing 
They could not withstand the flery lightning but a cloak of matting,,open at the right hand side, 
bolts projected into their midst and not exploding|and fastened with skewers, while their headgear 
until they came. in contact with the object. of) WS simply bunches of feathers or tails of animals, 
Fraik’s aims and their bosoms and backs were tattooed and 
It was not likely he had killed any of them, for|S¢ored by rows of hideous raised sears, — 
he had, by turning a thumb-screw, been enabled to} These embellishments were produced by deep 
graduate the force of the shots he fired in theirjsashes at the age when youth becomes manhood, 
midet so that they would suffer nothing more than |@nd the crowd scared up came from some bowers 
the most powerful electric shocks when the volts |formed of branches of trees coveréd with grass 
touched them. and bark, in which they dwelt. 
‘Barney, how are the indicators now?’ hej. They were allarmed with boomerangs,.a pecul- — 
shouted. ” iar curved blade of wood, so constructed and 
The Irishman did not reply for a moment. thrown that itswerves from its direct course, and 
Frank glanced toward the pilot-house and saw/returning, it hits any object in backjof the thrower 
the old fellow pulling at the levers. which he designs to injure. , 
At the same juncture he beheld a regiment of}, Besides these they had hatchets of stone, and 
soldiers at quick march coming into the park. javelins pointed with bone, and at the solemn rite 
“This alarming sight had hardly met his view|they had been feasting like vampires on the fat of 
when with a sudden whirr the helix spirals. buzzed|the kidneys ofa man from a neighboring tribe of 
around on their axis, and suddenly imbued with/enemies, slain in battle, for they are degraded 
life, the Greyhound sprang up into the air at the|c@nnibals, morally deficient, lazy, ignorant and 
rate of a thousand feet a minute, brutal. 
“Hurrah!” shouted Frank delightedly.; ‘‘ We Lavery, one came out on deck and saw them seat- 
are saved 1’ ° 
A parting volley of missiles came flying up after; Strong believers in witchcraft, the bushmen fled, 
the air-ship as she soared above the heads: of theland then prostrated themselves near the Grey- 
crowd, and as Frank glanced down over the rail-|hound,crying: ‘“ Buddai! Buddai!” they believ- 
ing a thrilling sight met his view. ing it was theirsleeping god cometo eatthe whole 
A mounted guardsman came dashing into the}world up. 
midst of the throng, sending them flying right and} ‘They imagine the ship is their deity,” said the 
left, and above the din of their vile cries he heard |doctor. 
the soldier shont: “What revolting fellows!” gasped May Blossom, 
“Desist! desist! In. Heaven’s name, desist!} ‘Just see what hovels they are dwelling in,” said 
Frank Reade, Jr., is an innocent man! We have|Frank, 
captured the assassin who murdered the govern- ; ‘* Don’t know any better, by gol!’ said Matt Maine 
or!” race, 





‘They force the issue+so be it!” he muttered, |them pointing up at the air-ship as it soared high- 
He walked to his eleetric gun, trimmed it to/er and higherevery moment toward theclouds, | 
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Ri | The mia-mia’s (huts) were hardly fit abodes: for 


Swine. | 
A few moments afterward the natives crept shud- 


o Renta ane in the scrub brush and disappeared, 
i 


but within an hour they returned, followed by an 
army of fully a hundred, and standing upon a dis- 
tant hillock they viewed the air-ship, when for the 
first time they saw the white men. 

- That aroused their suspicions, and a few mo- 
ments afterward a shower of boomerangs came 
whistling through the air toward the people on 
the deck. 

One of the hard wood sticks struck Pomp a 
violent blow that knocked him over, and his body 
striking against the shoulder of May Blossom, she 
was suddenly knocked from the deck over the rail- 
ing @own to the ground. | 

She uttered a shriek of dismay as she fell, and 
etAErY darted forward to save her, but he was too 

ate, 

Pomp cried out with pain, and Frank was justin 
the act of lowering a rope-ladder over the side to 
zo down to the girl’s assistance, when the bushes 
beside her parted, and one of the blacks dartec out 
and seized her, 

In an instant he sprang into the bushes with the 
hal{-stunned girl and vanished. aes 

- Every one who saw it groaned with horror, 

_ Save her, save her!’ shouted Howard, fran- 
tically, as he rushed to the ladder. “They may 
kill and devour her.” ) 

‘Stop! You are mad.to venture down un- 
meaner Y? cried Frank, but the young man paid no 
heed. i 

With one bound he was off tie ship, and he had 
hardly landed when he dashed in amid'the thick 
buskes in pursuit of the native who had abducted 
the girl he loved. 

“Madman!” muttered Frank, aghast. “They 
will destroy him!” 

Then he suddenly shouted : \ 

‘Barney, Pomp! Procure weapons quick! Dr. 
Vaneyke and Mainbrace remain to guard the ship! 
1 will save them or never return alive!” | 

**Hurroo, feraruction !” cried Barney, as he and 


Pomp rushed out, armed to the toeth, and carry-|- 


ing Frank’s weapons, 
An instant afterward the three went over the 
side. - 





‘OHAPTER XXIII. - 
THE BLOOD-RED ROCK, 


Into the bushes dashed Frank and. his two 
friends in pursuit of the Australians, who left a 
well defined trail. 

The tall, jungle-grass towered above their heads 
and was thick with nardoo berries and sharp 
thorns, ht 

A series of wild, savage cries coming from ahead 
of Frank, apprised him that some trouble was oc- 
curring, and this suspicion was manifested when 
upon bursting into a clearing he saw Harry How- 
ard struggling with several of the natives. 

The blacks were yelling like fiends, danced 
around the plucky young American, and were 
making every effort to take him a prisoner. 

Bang! Bang! went Frank’s revolver, and as both 
shots wounded two of the blacks, it sent the whole 
pack rushing away, screaming with pain and fear, 

‘‘ After them!” shouted Howard. ‘They have 
got May.” 

.“* Hold on!” eried “Frank, as Howard started to 
run off in pursuit of his enemies. ‘It will do no 
geod, Harry. They are better acquainted with 
traveling through this tangled brush than we are, 
and can easily double on us.” ii , 

* Then what are we to do?” blankly asked 
Howard, coming to an unwilling pause. “ Let 


them keep the girl and perhaps murder her? 


Never!” 

‘“No! Emphatically no! Return to the Grey- 
hound and we can hover over them soon enough, 
and thus stand a better chance to save tue girl.” 

““But the villains are leading up the mountain.” 

.§ “*And so can we. It is an easy matter to see 
‘them by looking down from over their heads,” 

» “Nery well, Reade. I will abide by what you 
suggest,” was Howard’s reluctant answer, and he 
followed Frank, Barney and Pomp back to the 
‘Greyhound. 

Onee en board no time was lost in sending the 

- vessel a dozen yards up in the air, the doctor navi- 
} gating her, and ali the rest crowded up in the bow 
/ with their weapons in readiness to keep a sharp 
lookout. | . PSR, 

“We are going in the right direction to find the 
trail leading to the city of gold, too,” said Frank. 

' “Thar’s a beacon as we must take our bearin’s 


_ by,” said Matt Mainbrace, ‘‘ an’ that are the blood 


red rock which’ll show us our course along the 
-dried-up bed 0’ a stream 0’ water leadin’ aloft on 
ther mountain ter ther second guidin’ mark. 
Tnen’s when our troubles’i}begin.” 
**Our troubles?” questioned Frank. 


* Ay, ay, Sir. We'll be in a section wot’s thick 
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i : a its’o’ fellers as ugly as sin an’|“I see through it now! They are agoin’ ter tak, 
er ther ee all hak : big rockjher up ter ther fiery chasm, ’cause that’s whar then 4 
in ther shape o’ a man’s head. At that rock thar’s|dwarls are. yl take aa 
a pass over a chasm, an’ that’s ther only spot whar Why do you think sor” queried Frank, ../) 
it kin be crossed afoot.” — : ‘Lor’ bless ye, lad, looker thar! That’s wha! 

«How is that?” tells me.” : a 

‘* It’s a natural stone bridge.”’ He pointed ahead, and cries of wonder bury 

« But how about flying over the chasm?” from the rest as they glanced ahead and saw what | 


MS es as it kin be done, sir.” he'pointed at. ea 
ef fea fee shouldn’t we?” “The blood-red rock!” cried Frank, 


‘« Well, I’ve hearn tell o’ ther horrors o’ hell, but} “ Ay, ay, sir !—the one mentioned in that ere old | 
if that ere chasm ain’t wuss I’m no jedge, Ther|manuseript.” ; : { 
roarin’ fire what’s a-comin’ aloft from that ere pit} ‘“ Then his story is finding foundation in proof» 
is awful—a terrible blaze allers a-shootin skyward, |said the doctor gravely, “‘ and the treasure must hg 
an’ ther heat so powerful yer can’t git nowhere|no myth.” : | 
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near it ’ceptin’ by goin’ over that bridge I mention-| The rock was a square wall, one hundred feet jn 
ed afore.” . height, standing all alone amid the bowlders, ang 
‘* And once we do get over.” thesun was shining directly and fully upon jt | 
‘It’s jist as bad, by gol, for. we'll be in a sort o’|from the south, Is ‘a 
island kivered wi’ rock an’ little vegetation, an’ it’s}. ,‘‘ But that strange crimson color?” said Frank, 
peopled by a band'o’ giants wot guards that buried)‘ It seems to move.” i 
city. If we manage ter git ther best o’ them we'll) “My dear boy,” said the professor with a Smile, 
have to pass through a den 0’ wild beasts ter git|‘‘ it glistens too, don’t it? Well, the color you seg 
in ther city o’ gold.” jis simply. formed by millions of ants that swarm | 
“The obstacles are greater than I imagined.” jover that rock and dwell in it, and it is the sun’ 
‘* Ay, sir, but the paymint’ll be jist as great.” jraysslanting upon their bodies you see,” 4 
‘Ha! . Whatis that?” exclaimed Howard. | |. The Greyhound passed it and then went up the” 
He pointed ahead excitedly, and they saw that|mountain, over the bed of a dried river, on hor er. © 
the tall grass was violently agitated byisome mov-|rand of, mercy. ‘| | 
ing bodies within it, which certainly must have; | ) y 
been the blacks. ; CHAPTER XXIV. iq 
‘© We are close on to them now,” said rank. ea ' J 
They were at the bottom of the mountain, and .. THE DWARFS CATAPULT. j 
were ascending a rugged slope that was leading} A wiLD piercing shriek of terror in the voice ofa 
them toward. vast mass of outcropping rocks. |female pealed out on the clear mid-day air of the 
It was a wild, desolate place; and they saw sev-|great mountain. q 
eral frightened kangaroos dash away into the)’ It was acry ‘fraught with the most intense an 
seclusion of a growth of timber, by taking great|guish, and it.sent a chill of horror to the heartsof 
leaps in the air, every bound carrying them a/the anxious listeners on the deck of the air-ship, 
dozen feet and more. They were going through dense forests, over 
On fled the Greyhound, when, with a Sibilantistreams and through fearfn] jungles, the great’ 
hiss, a number of javelins shot up from amid the/peak of the mountain towering up thousands upon 
tall grass toward her, the flinty points striking thejthousands cf feet above them, it’s cap protruding | 
hull, breaking, and the shattered shafts falling tojthrough the elouds, ) 
earth again uselessly. Everything at a certain height had begun to 
* Fools!” muttered Frank. ‘‘ They imagine they|change from the beautiful verdure and fragrant 
can injure us. But the thin steel of our hull could/fiowers to a gnaried, rough and barren rocky 
withstand a volley of rifle bullets! Give them ajaspect. | ; 
shot, Harry.” The Greyhound had gone intoa dark and for | 
‘* With pleasure! Ah—look at that fellow !”’ bidding looking gorge, when that appailing shriek ) 
It was an ugly-looking wreteli who was just in|was borne on the mournful breeze to the ears of: 
the act of hurling a boomerang that Harry singled|the navigators, who were watching so anxiously on 
out down in the grass; then he-fired at him. deck. ; . 
There came a wild howl of dismay fromthe man| ‘Put on more power, Barney!” shouted Frank 
as the bullet struck him, and as he flung up his| “It was the voice of May,” groaned Howard, 
arms and fell to the earth Harry remarked: * And it eame from ahead,” added the doctor, — 
“ He’ was the fellow who stole May Blossom.) ‘Alongshot the Greyhound at redoubled: speed 
Bat'some one must have taken her from him. Hejas Barney pulled the lever out; and afew moment's 
tried to hit me with his boomerang awhile ago.” |later the air-ship dashed from the gorge intoa | 
The air-ship passed over him, and a moment/huge circular basin, a mile in diameter, with tower 
later was above the others, but they saw no sign of/ing cliff-like walls arising all around its flat bed. 
the girl in their midst,even by the aid ofatele-| Within this place they saw nearly a thousant 
sco men. y 


pe. iy i" 
“Tl find: out what has become of her,” said| But such creatures! q 
Frank, as he shouted to the doctor to slacken; Not one of the ugly little wretches was over four | 
speed, | | feet in height, their pigmy bodies oa in 

He picked up a rope, made a. noose in the end,|matting, and every one of them armed with weap 4% 
and as they went along after the frightened andjons similar to those carried by the natives, | 
running blacks,he singled out the most econve-| In their midst were two ordinary sized men ant | 
nient man, and awaiting his opportunity, he drop-|the whole crowd, bearing a burden of some kind 
ped the noose down so adroitly that it fell over hisjin their midst, were rushing toward an acolivity fj 
shoulders. , that led up_to the top of the cliffs surrounding the 

A sudden jerk at the lasso, and the black was|basin. es 
thrown over, then hauled up, screaming at the top| “This place looks as if it was the crater of al 
of his Jungs with fear. extinct voleano,” observed the doctor, and ther — 

For a moment he swung beneath the Grey-|are the dwarfs whom our prisoner mentioned 7 
hound like the pendulum. of a clock, and sthen|What can the matter be?’ See, there are two tall |) 
Porop and Barney hauled him up on deck, men among them, and they are bedringsomething | 

They did not unbind him, but wrapping the lasso|away as if exceedingly excited.” 7” 
around his body he was secured so he could not| “Perhaps it is May,” said Howard anxiously, J 
move. i _{Dhe cry we heard came from here,” added 

Barney ran in to relieve the doctor, and when|Frank, who had called to Barney to steer for the | 
the old scientist came out, on deck he questioned|dwarts, ‘‘and those two men may be the runnens 
the negro in an Australian dialect as to what be-|who carrried the girl up here. Ha! there they g0 
came of May. up the hill.” Weis ; oe i a 

The frightened black did not understand him,| “Blast ’em,” said Matt Mainbrace, “they se J 
and for the very good reason that there are hun-\us.” | Sb Fs 
dreds of dialects among the natives, some tribes| “Ay,” added Frank, ‘‘and are. hastening. But 
living within a few miles of others not being able|I say, Matt; as you were here before, do you know 
to understand a single word of each other’s lan-janything of this place?” i way ms 

They are aveerin’ off fer ther stont 
bridge as Crosses ther fiery chasm. Yer ha 


guage, strange as it mayseem. . ‘IT do, sir. 
A symbolical form of questioning was thén re- 
sorted to, andafter much labor they managed tojeross this-ere place-ter reach it, an’ them cove 
Care oe ae Havebetaiee ee ranean had|seems as if about ter tack across ter starboatt, 
een sent on ahead with the girl up the mountain! Better ove ? ir.” . ie 
to a tribe of dwarfs that dwelt there. f Sephora Reine 
They then tried to ascertain what was to be done 
with the girl, but the man stubbornly refused to re- 
veal their plans, 
Seeing that no further information could be gain- 
os him, he was locked up in an empty state-jthey were than it had been at the base of Hit 
rat | mountain, iets Gt) 2 al 
“We can only keep on as we are going,” said| But if there was cing yoleanic erate 
ya ni | a? ut a lurking yoleanic era 
ae K, : eng make an effort to ind the dwarfs to activity near by, the heat was not to be wor 
“ By gol!” exclaimed Matt Mainbrace excitedly. 


| 
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The atmosphere below had been boiling hot,and J 
as they ascended the mountain,into the rareré’ — 
they expected it would become cooler; but su® 
was not the case, 1m 


On the contrary, it seemed to be hotter where 


at. ’ dE 
The Greyhound dashed ahead, and rising 
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, AND HIS GREYHOUND OF THE 








ts tia navigators suddenly were brought: into 
yiew of a sight that almost froze the blood in their 
















Wt was May Blossom in the midst of that horde 


‘pf dwaris, and the girl was threatened by a terri- 


ry 


an explosion, and stricken dead upon the spot, the|back and bound him hand and foof. 


followed by sudden bursts of vivid flames, other sprang forward, armed with a stone hatchet} But the moment Frank was captured they scat- 


( mes of sulphuric smoke were blown skyward, to|no sooner had the little scoundrel fallen when an-|drifting air-ship. 


The great flery tongues flared up for an instant,|to sever the rush thong. 
‘then sank down out of sight again, only to reap- 
- pear as soon as the next burst of gasecus smoke 
othe edges of thé yawning chasm had a dry, baked 
jJook, and avast line of dancing heat could be seen 
playing above the enormous pit,to mark the im- 
- measureable amount of torrid air above the crater, 
' The chasm ran in acircle, and across it a wide, 
‘yatural bridge of solid stone joined both sides of 


J 


Once more a flash at the man’s head, a violentjabout Frank that trey were not shot at. 


“It works like a charm,” said Frank grimly. {like a shadow. 
*Drive them back with.a volley,” said the old} In the hands of his insignificant-looking ene~« 


overcome. . oe yolving and every bolt. dealing destruction in the/entertain the least fear. 
In the middle of this bridge the dwarfs had 
geome toa pause with the girl, who had began to| The blacks realizing that death stared them in/no fear but that my friends will first make an ef- 
- soream again, and those upon the Greyhound saw/the face m an awful form if they remained there/fort to save me,” he muttered. . 
" that they were drawing down the branch of a thick|any longer, took to their heels and fled across the} Faster moved the dark-skinned crowd, and they 
sapling of palm, it requiring fully fifty of them to|bridge, leaving the girl lying where she was. soon reached the other side of the bridge, an oe- 
hold the springy pole bent, RRA Within a few motiients the air-ship. hovered|casional shot coming down from the air-ship, 
|  Frank’s face turned pale. above her, a ladder went over the side, Frank de-|dropping a man on the way, and eliciting a wild 
| By jingol” he gasped, “‘ they are going to use|scended, and cutting. her bonds, he lifted her up|how!) of fury from the rest. ; 
| that sapling as a eatapult to hurl the bound girl/from the unkearably hot rock, It was a singular place to which Frank was be- 
| far out into that yoleano’s crater! Can’t you see] She was unconscious. , ing carried, and the glanees he cast around show- 
| thatthey have bent the eas Over,andareloose-| A wild chorus of cries from the dwarfs assailed|ed him a dearth of vegetation, a vast area of -rug- 
' ly fastening her body toit? The moment they let|his ears, and hastily glancing over his shoulder, he|ged rocks and a large tract of coarse red sand 
it goit will spring back into its natural position} was surprised to see them come rushing back to-|stretching off at one side, 


and hurl the girl up into the air, where she will| ward him. The air-ship followed after the dwarfs, and they - 


_ describe a bola, and then fall into the ¢rater.”| It was evident that they were furious to see him/|went in among the rocks presently and came td 
“Great Heaven!” groaned Howard; wringing|saving the girl; and braving the witehcraft as they|the ruins of a massive wall of masonry, at oné 
_ his hands in anguish ; “ can’t we reach her intime|thought the air-ship was, they meant to thwart/side of which Frank saw an enormous rock, rising 
- tosave her?” | | Frank, fully fifty feet from the earth, crudely carved inte 
“Perhaps. I hope so, at least.” . He made a dash for the rope ladder, hoping that|the shape ofa man’s head, 
Barney had seen what was transpiring, and |the doctor would fire a few shotsatthem fromthe| ‘The entrance to the buried city of gold!” he 
_ pulled the propeller lever out, sending the air-ship|gun; but the old scientist, nct understanding the|muttered, inamazement, ** More proof of the truth 
| ahead faster. . 5 mechanism, in his endeavor to hastily do so, dis-|of Matt Mainbrace’s story. It must indeed be no 
_ “The crowd is scattering—they are most ready,’ |arranged some of the complex wires and rendered fable conjured up by a fevered imagination, See- 
| said the doctor. sy 64)" the gun useless, bi ing the reality, though, will clinch all doubts,” 
Upon seeing how he bungled the matter, he call-| A. grim skeleton of a barbarous race hidden in 
| ed upon the others to pour down a fire on’ the/this wild place from the eyes of civilization for 
_ “We can’t reach them on time,’ said Frank. dwarfs from their rifles. | , ages, this grotesque statue stood a living witness 
| ‘Don’tsay that, Reade, Oh ! don’t say that!” This was done just as; the pigmies were closing|of some man’s wonderful ingenuity. 
' “But it is the truth, Before: we could reach|in on Frank, who was totally: unarmed save fora} The dwarfs had hardly passed the openingin the 
- them they will launch her into eternity.” revolver in his hip pocket, and several of their|wall when the Greyhound suddenly swept down 
Can nothing be done?” hye numbers fell killed and wounded, yet it did not/toward the earth. 
| , “There is one last, desperate resort.” deter the determined little wretches from keeping} At the same juncture a band of giant blacks be- 
“And that?” ou toward Frank. tween six and seven feet in height suddenly ap- 
_ “The electric gun.” The doctor came down the ladder to Frank’s aid|peared before the dwarfs. 
Be try it.” So Fh satis and took the girl from his arms, when the air-ship} ,Their ranks parted and a white man appeared 
| “Then waita moment.” |. moving forward a few yards, the dwarfs crowded |from their midst. 
| Frank dashed down-stairs, and had the gun up/between the ladder and Frank, and the doctor had} Frank looked up at him. 
| ondeckin atwinkling, connected with his dynamo. |to ascend with the girl to the ship, as he was ren-}| An exclamation of amazement burst from his 
_ He glanced keenly at the flendish dwarfs, and|dered powerless to help Frank, encumbered as. hellips. 
saw ‘hat they had fastened the sapling end down/|was by the dead weight.of the senseless girl, ‘* Ralph Despard |”? he eried, hardly able to ace 
' t0arock, and were placing the girl’s figure upon| Left alone, Frank was surrounded by the dwarfs, |credit his senses, 
_ the trunk where it forked at the juncture of the|and the people on the ship above dared not fire at) ‘At your service, and master of the situation !”? 
, ‘ . ens those nearest to him, for fear of hitting him by|said the ex-balloonist, for he it was, and he smiled 


| “Oh! This is horrible!’ moaned Harry, in 
| agony. | 
































} ah y; d nches, 
| Aman stood by witha knife in his hand to cut/accident. like a demon, 
the thong that held the sapling to the rock. - Hundreds of them assailed the youth in a body, 

A This would release it, and the girl would be shot|the stunted little rascals screaming in shrill tones; CHAPTER XXVI 

| Up into the air to descend in the firey crater. and attacking him from all sides, they climbed up . : 

 , Frank had hardly turned the piece to bear on the|on his body, and sought .by every means to get THE | CRUCIFIZION. 

| dwarfs when they all scattered, exposing the pros-|him down on the ground. ALTHOUGH Ralph Despard had lost the nackage 


pe? figure of the bound girl secured to the sap- 





ers tried to trip him, a few tried unitedJy to push|had read them through so frequently that their 
_ the dwarf with the knife sprang toward her to|bim over, and several of them savagely thrust their|contents were indelibly committed to his memory. 
cut the lashings, and Howard, overcome with hor-|javelins at bim. » Losing no time in Sydney, for he had robbed 
|” Tor; fell fainting to the deck of the Greyhound. | But) Frank:found himself equal to a score ofjevery one onthe Reindeer, he purchased a good 
es weet them. horse and equipments, and set out with dispatch 
a CHAPTER XXYV.. He caught one of the persistent little blacks \by|for middle Australia. 

‘Ys 


bs _ AN UNEXPECTED MEETING. ~ lseveral down and fought his way out of the circle.|proved his time so well under the guidance of a 
| Tae position in which. May Blossom found her-| Then he flung the: little rascal over the chasm,/|hired bushman, that he reached the mountain of 
tell was perilous in the extreme, for the knifejand tore those from his person who had climbedjgoid and penetrated as far as Frank had found 
| Wielded by the dwarf Austrailian was at the thong|up on: him, much as one would brush away somejhim, _ 
| Which held the bent sapling to. the rock, and the|obnoxious pests, throwing them at the rest with| Enlisting the friendship of the giants by appris- 
| Moment he cut it her life would pay the forfeit. {telling effeet, and made an effort to reach the lad-|ing them of Frank’s coming to wrest their treasure 
h The rest of the band of dwarfs had rashed aside| der to gain the air-ship again. ij from them, he promised to save their hidden city 
; oD the natural stone bridge crossing the flery} He did not remember haying the revolver in his/from the invader, arguing to himself that he could 
| chasm, and the Greyhound was dashing toward| pocket. 5 thereby thwart Frank and have a most excellent 
them at full speed. ins ef Ce “Confound’ them!” he gasped. ‘‘How, they|opportunity of gaining some of the gold himself. 
| Prone upon the deck lay Harry Howard, insen-|stick! What flendish tempers! Their weapons} Consequently it may be inferred that the blacks 
_ tible from the strain brought to bear upon his over-|hurt like sixty. They will get the best of me if Ijhated and feared Frank, and were doubly zealous 
Wrought nerves, and Frank aimed the electric gun|let them, and they might kill me outright!” . to-kill him in order to protect their wonderful 
_ 0 bear upon the dwarf who was about to. put aj _As he spoke’a javelin whizzed at his breast and|treasure. 
Period to May Blossom’s life. ©?) =" © | struck him, but fortunately he had on his vest of} ‘‘Youseem to be very friendly with these blacks,” 
! ___bhers.. was an anxious look upon Dr. Van-|chain-mail, and the sharp, barbed point did him/|said Frank. 
_ ‘yke’s face, and the old sailor became so intensely|no harm. Pi) ‘‘And I am,” replied: Despard,. ‘I am leagued 
'-€Xcited that he grasped Pomp’s arm . in such a} Nosooner had he shaken off the first lot of the}with them to exterminate you. In fact, I have 
_ Powerful clutch the darky fairly writhed in pain.|midgets, though, when others. took their. places, |proved my allegiance by joining their tribe. Look 
Foy ing the young inventor, as much as he couldjand it beeame harder and more harassing than|at the cavities of my two upper jaw teeth which 
| *¥ the skillful management of the air-ship, Barney|ever to reach the dragging ladder, ~~~. [they haye extracted. That is one of their most 
| Rept the vessel as steady as a rock on her course.| ‘If Barney would only come down!” he mut-jsolemn rites, It makes me their brother, Tama 
| Ba atoh that chap with the knife, doctor,” said|tered. vest ba a sareiai » fo yo Papuan now.” tat he | 
Mate as he sighted the gun. ‘Poor wretch, he} Crack! came a violent blowon the back of} ‘Then Ihave fallen among the Philistines.” 
. oe how that steel blade wiil draw the 
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him see stars. . « {the giant will kill you: instead. You are my prise 
He staggered for a moment and fell on his knees oner!” Sn) 


‘ 


Whiz went the gun even ashe wasspeaking, - 
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The lightning bolt had no sooner been released/half stunned, when with a yell of flendish delight a A 
from the gun when it struck the knife, glanced upjdozen of the stunted little vagabonds fellupon him 
the dwarf’s arm to his head, there was a vivid flash, |in a body, knocked him over upon the broadof his 


tered, three quarters of them dashing ahead across | 
Whiz! went a second barrel of the electric gun.|the bridge and the remainder crowding so closely 


concussion, and a second dwarf was instantly} ‘lhe ones whocrossed the bridge vanished among 


killed. the rocks on the other side and those ‘holding’ 
The girl as yet remained unbarmed. Frank carried him over, the air-ship following them 


scientist, . and mies Frank could not move hand or foot, and was 
Frank then touched the press button on thejforced to quietly submit to being conveyed whith- 
the abyss by a link which even the fire could not|breech of the gun again and again, the barrels re-|jersoever they pleased to take him, yet hedid not | 


midst of the flying dwarfs. . **The worst they can do is to kill me, and I lave 


Some tried to pull his legs from under him, oth-|of papers he had stolen from Frank Reade, Jr., he , 


this thin legs, and using him asa club, he knocked| Having a week’s start of Frank, he had im- | 


Frank’s head jut then from a boomerang, making]. ‘‘Yes. You come like David to slay Goliah, but. 





man fell over. | Shot after shot had been coming downin the, — 
ble fate. . ‘ Ashout of horror and amazement pealed from|midst of the dwarfs from those upor the Greys 
At the crest of the cliffs there was a vast opening|the rest upon beholding his fate, but so determined|hound, and they returned the fire with showers of = 
“nthe ground, from whiclt ever and anon great|were the dwarfs to ¢arry out their purpose, that|missiles, many of which fell upon the deckofthe 
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Just then. a dark shadow over Despard’s head| ‘The blacks had gained a dozen yards of the air- 


caused him to hastily glance up, and he saw the 
. arene settling down upon his and the giants 
meads, 

With ories of affright they all started back and 
pe in among the rocks, dragging Frank with 
them. . 

The Greyhound struck the ground, the helices 
stopped whirling, and Dr. Vaneyke with the others 


“opened fire upon those of the blacks whom they 


eould see, 

Several of the giants foll. 

“* This must cease. We must capture the air- 
ship,” hissed Despard to Frank, who lay on the 
ground near him, 

**You cannot do it, My friends will save me,” 
replied Frank. 

** Bah! nothing is impossible, Murrumbidgee, 
‘the chief of this gang of giants, is a great man 
and fears you. They will fight like rats ina trap, 
because they know what you have come here for, 
and are very jealous of their treasure. I will im- 
part a plan to him whereby we can capture your 
Triends and pull out their fangs, Here is Calewat- 
ta, my guide and ‘transiator. I say, Calewatta, 
come here, I want you to talk tothe chief for 


** Well,” said the dark-skinned native approach- 
ing, ‘ what do you want?” / 

**' Tell the chief to cause a eross to be made of 
saplings. We will fasten this man to it, hold him 
in front of us and approach the air-ship. ‘fhe 
men there will not dare to fire at us then, for fear 
of hitting this fellow. By that means we ean get 

aear enough to the vessel to make a dash and 
sapture the ship. Do you understand?” 

.**9 do,” said Calewatta. *‘I will tell Murrum- 
idgee.” 

He hurried away, and Frank exclaimed: » 

**You are a good general, Despard, but you 


won't succeed,” 


vee 


‘*Itis worth atrial, anyway.” 
“Ofcourse, Nothing venture, nothing gain, you 


“% know.” 
oe "be chief approached with several of his men, 
« ‘and Despard’s plan was earried out to the letter, 


Then all the blacks were marshaled in a body. 

Frank was secured toa cross and was carried 
on ahead. 

All the blacks were enraged at the havoe creat- 


_ ed in their midst by Frank’s friends’ rifles, and 





**vere eager to attack the adventurers in the man- 


ner Despard proposed. 

The dismay of those upon the Greyhound may 
be imagined when they saw that body of giants 
moving toward them with Frank’s body held up 
in front of them as a shield, and Ralph Despard in 
the lead with Chief Murrumbidgee, 

The dwarfs had all gone away, back over the 
bridge, to seek the lower grounds of the mount- 
ain again, since their services were no longer 
needed, 

**Fire at them with the gun!” shouted Frank, 
wrathily, as thecrowd drew in gunshot of the air- 
ship. ‘ Never mind if you hit me. If you don’t, 
you are lost.” 

** We can’t—we don’t understand it!” replied the 
professor. 

‘°Pull the leverout at the side, and touch the 
press-button.” 

“The lever? Ah! I did not notice it,” 

** Hurry! Hurry!” 

**Shut up!” growled Despard, savagely. 

‘No I won't!” retorted Frank, hotly, “I’m 
pound, but not helpless.” fe 

ts Fa up!” yelled the man again, “ or I’ll make 

ou 39 : 
m He raised his clenched fist, and struck Frank a 
violent blow on the mouth that drew blood. 
hs was a cowardly blow, and it made Frank turn 
ale. ) 
ie Oh, you cur!” he exclaimed. , 

“Til hit you again if you don’t bridle your 
tongue,” was the brutal reply, and Despard raised 
his flat once more. 

**You wouldn’t do that if I was not bound!” 


hissed Frank. 


*“*No; I know I wouldn't,” said Despard, with a 
grin, ‘ But you can’t retaliate now. I’ve got you 
at my mercy, you see!” 

Whilethis dialogue was transpiring, the blacks 
kept advancing toward the air-ship in a solid body 
and Barney, Pomp, Mainbrace and Howard (who 
had recovered from his fainting fit) stood at the 
railing firing at them with their rifles every chance 
they got. 

The doctor bad gone to the electric gun, and af- 
ter a short examination of it, he found the means 
OR eae the piece so that it would work prop- 
erly. 

Despard was sure ofan easy victory. ! 

*‘Onee the blacks capture the Greyhound,” he 
thought, “I willhave a means of leaving this in- 
fernal plage with an enormous fortune, while the 
bones of those adventurers will bleach in the sun 
of this desolate region.” 
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ly all over St that nothing of his face, body » 
nly the old man of seienve press-|limbs cou e sean. ; ae 
od the | button nts breach and a Ae cs roe n waat they were and & shudder oop, 
shot from the gunand exploded in the midst ol/yuise Bey tthe ait mu 
i j that struck ter-| They bit into his flesh, and then began 
see tar tile ‘dena di eT the net out of him With the voracity 
i d again the gun belched its fire-balls,|starvation. j ee 
Rgingeewbe Granctsrpolemeitad bya number of hand) The pain WAS SO capa he had the utmost diff. 
grenades, flung by the others, that burst with the culty in restraining . 1S Cries; and rolled over ang 
roar of artillery. \ over upon the ae ed floor to crush the Gemonj. 
' Despard turned pale with fear ot Seen Ba, ee ee cera ce hu cipboihnits cata " 
$6 a ae 9”? ed, c % ng kil}. 
sagaeht tat be stammored, Somme %0 2) har romomboring that they etl werkaiy 
‘rank laughed outright at him. daylig e arose and rushed out into the stra, 
ot told va that pita Donn not capture the ship,”| aguin, where he managed to brush those that ree 
he exclaimed. ‘ They are firing lightning bolts at| mained away from his aching body, <a 
you. If one of them so much as touches you, Des-| Nosooner was this done, though, when a loud 
pard, you area dead man! Now advance if youjyelping at every quarter of the city was heard, 
dare |” causing the birds to fiy up into the air, uttering 
A cold sweat burst out all over the rascal, and he}cries of affright, and out from every street Came 
saw the giants pause and look as if about to seekjrushing pack after pack of dingoes, or wild dogs, 
safety in flight, for they had not the moral cour-|the beasts gathering all around Frank, Mo Teli 
age to withstand this sort of terrible warfare, as| He fastened a look of dismay upon the snarling 
brave as they were, and snapping canines, and managed to back hin. 
“‘ Qalewatta!” shouted Despard excitedly. “ Telliself up against the side of a building. a 
Murrumbidgee to retreat.” * Out of the frying-pan into the.fire !” he gasped, 
«You have lost the fight!” cried Frank exult-|‘‘Oh, what am I to do to detend myseif now, with 
antly. | Imy hands tied behind my back in this manner? 
“ But your life, curse you, shall pay the forfeit.|Horrible! Horrible! They will tear the flesh; 
I will cause you to be flung into a den of wild/from my living body! Despard told the truth 
beasts that will tear you limb from trunk! Do youlthis is veritably a den of wild beasts!” 4 
hear that?” Hundreds upon hundreds of the dingoes inhah. j 
Frank was dashed along with the flying blacks, |ited the dead city, and the pack of snarling, flerv. 
followed by shot after shot from the air-ship, and/eyed beasts, augmented by fresh numbers, gray 
when the blacks were safely sheltered behind the|bigger every minute, until Frank was hemmed jy 
rocks again, Despard accused Frank of their mis-|by a living mass, through ¥ hich it seemed impos. 
fortunes to the chief, and urged that he be taken to/sible he cotld pass and live, 
the buried city and sacrificed. Those that were nearest to him, observing that _ 
To this the chief readily assented. he did nothing to injure ther, became so embold. 
Frank was thereupon released from the cross,jened that they rushed in at him, and buried their 
and they carried him through the ruins to a great/fangs in his legs. 
arched gateway of stone, entering the side of the) Hekicked at them, screamed at them, and sought — 
mountain in the face of a cliff. by every means to drive the voracious beasts 
A huge wooden door was swung back upon its|back, but had little effect in getting ridof then, | 
ivot, and the chief and Despard, followed by two| ‘I must reach some place out of their way,”he 
lacks who carried Frank, passed through the|thought, glancing around. ‘And the oniy place 
opening into the darkness. I can see is the inside of one of those stone build. © 
Torches were ignited, raised aloft, and theyjings. Ill risk a dash!” . 
passed into an enormous cavern, the sidesand roof} Hecould do nothing but spring into the midst 
of which could not be seen, so impenetrable was|of the howling pack, and, they scattered for an in- 
the gloom. . stant, leaving him a clear path, along which he 
Frank shuddered, for he realized that a fearfuljran toward the doorway of one ofthe houses, —_ 
fate awaited him. The whole pack came flying after him,andhe j 
On they went a hundred yards or more in thejran with all his might, but not so fleetly as tho 
gloom, and a second door was reached, opened,/dogs. : a 
and they stepped into daylight. Their howling, baying and snapping so close at 
It was an enormous amphitheater filled with the|his heels was dreadful, and he was panting hard, 
ruins ‘of houses and temples—in a word, it was thejlacerated by their teeth, and half exhausted, by 
golden city. the time he reached the door, and dashed into the 
.Flung upon the ground Frank was left to’ his|house. 5 s, sued 
fate, and the others hastily withdrew and closed} A stone staircase led him upto the second story 
the door again. where he saw a lavish display of riches in golden j 
Frank arose to his feet and glaneed around, vases and images; but a bitter smile of contempt 
For an instant he saw nothing’ to arouse his/crossed his face for he knew that none of the wealth g 
alarm, but at this very fact he shuddered, for hejcould purchase him immunity from the peril then 
knew that there was some fearful danger lurking|menacing his life, . 
around him, but did not know from what quarter| The dingoes came rushing up after him, and he | 
to expect it. ¥ stood guarding the top of thestairs for a minute, — 
kicking the beasts down again. t 
It was exhausting in the extreme though, and © 
he was finally forced to desist, and dart into ou 
of the rooms, 3 
The floor rocked sand trembled a moment, then — 
THE place in which Frank had been cast was algave away. i 
vast amphitheater in which stood the ruins of} There followed a crash, and the next moment 
what had once been a small city; but the houses|down it went with him, and he was buried in the q 
and temples, ravaged by time, had fallen to decay,|rotten debris with the senses knocked clean out of | 
and lay half shattered on the level ground, © him. ae 
A wall, almost smooth, arose all around, a mile| How long Frank laid there he did not know, but 
in height, and these cliffs presented the .samejhe revived with a splitting headache, and found — 
strange, red appearance that the blood-red rock/himself buried in a mass of dirt from which it was” 
had shown, by which Frank inferred that armies/difficult to extricate himself, the moon was shining 
of ants had taken possession of them in places. in the starry sky, and the dogs had all disap 
Above soared several white eagles, and the ruins|peared. |» mie. Mite i) 
were invested by thousands of chattering parrots}; When Frank struggled out of the heap of dirt, 
and lyre-birds, honey-eaters and plovers, whilej|he found that the bonds that held his hands be- 
everything was overgrown by vines and weeds, hind his back had been broken by his fall, and — 
Frank’s arms were bound behind his back, but|that he ached all over from the teeth of the bats” 
his legs were unbampered, and he walked throughiand the dingoes. fu afd ne 
Gace ot id wa a Mec Riba ; ae found a revolver in his hip pocket, ora 
© Foo! had ta ; cry Of amazementiately, and, s he eed 
burst from his lips as he observed that the pillars cna. ae Co ee eee glen 
of the place, the altar and the jugs, dishes, founts| The street was 
and ornaments were made of massive gold, in-\frogs’ with peculiar zolored bodies, some of the 
crusted with precious stones. lizards being of the Monitor tribe, able to burrow, _ 
** Wonderful!” he muttered, fairly dazzled at the|swim, climb, or hop like kangeroos, the reptiles 
sight of such profuse riches. ‘**This place alone measuring eight and nine feet in length, and pos: 
contains a vast treasure, Here I am all alone,|sessing the singular light to” 


‘ ; hange from | 
cast into this silent city. But I see no cause forjdark, or from vellow to alagana red, 


apprehension, for——” He had scarcely tak of the obnoxious 
But just then there came a terrific whirring, as|things when he SAW te eases open, and Ralph yy 
if a thousand wheels were buzzing over his head,|/Despard appeared in the openings =, 
pee an eee flock of huge vampire bats came} He clutched a revolver in his hand, and peeret 
Own upon him, 5 around with. - 1 incarnate upol- 
The shock knocked him down, and as he turned/his face. : si : ene hippie ie $ 


his scartled glance upon them th sy settled 80 thick-' The moment his glance encountered . 


to suey 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 
IN A DEN OF HORROR, 


alive with loathsome lizards and 














_ FRANK READE, JR. AND HIS GREYHOUND OF THE AIR. — Sa) 
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ted, and, raising his pistol, he aimed it at thelattract the attention of his friends to where he May Blossom had gone inside of the air-ship out 
young inventor, } ‘ was, | 

Wank was as quick as he was, covering the| They soon perceived him, for he saw them ges- 
‘man at the same juncture he was aimed at him-|ture back to him, and a moment afterward the air- 


‘gpif, and without uttering a word, they both ex*|ship came circling down toward the ground, 





























of their foremost ranks, but kept pressing on. — 
They were ferocious over the advantage gained 


bird of prey, until at last she settled in the square 


stirring. : iB, pard. 
~The first bullet missed Frank, the second hum-|near Frank, and Barney shouted gleefully : 


t od by his head, and the last tore a piece of cloth “Be ther poker an’ tongs, but he’s as safe as althe fire of the Greyhound men, but having incited 
from his sleeve. eS thrivet?” . - jthe blacks, he carefully ensconced himself behind a 
At the last shot Despard uttered a yell of agony,| “By Jove, Reade, we thought you were gone!” 


‘flung up his arms, an reeled back into the door-jsaid Howard. them to keep them advancing. 


way * Ay,” replied Frank, cheerily, “but it ig one} A heap of dead and wounded men began to 

4 blockade the entrance, and a few stragglers who — 
| succeeded in getting well within the fearful death- — 
trap gate went off at an angle, but’ were shot — 


He would have fallen, but quickly recovered|thing to purpose killing Frank Reade, Jr., and an- 
himself, and, darting through the doorway again, |other thing to accomplish it! I’ve got nine lives, 
he vanished. like a cat, it seems.” 
 *Thit the beggar!” muttered Frank. _“An’ by gol,” exelaimed Matt Mainbrace, de- 
It was some balm for what he had sufferad, and |lightedly, as he came forward, “if here we ain’t|  Frank’s fire was so persistent and overwhelm- 
‘he stole cautiously along the street to try and find |right in ther werry middle o’ ther city 0’ gold!” jing the Australians at length were forced to re- 
qa means of escaping from the walled-in city, as he} ‘‘Can it be possible that this is the place we are|treat back through the gate again, leaving fully 
‘knew it would be impossible to pass the blacks, ifjseeking?” asked Dy, Vaneyke, advancing. two score of their number lying upon tke ground 
he attempted to go out through the gate in which| ‘Come aground,” said Frank. ‘‘You will belof the city at.the entrance dead, dying and 
Despard appeared. more than amazed at the wondrous riches lying}wounded. f 
' He made a complete tour of the desolate city,/in this strange, buried city. Besides, I want to| ‘‘ Hurrah!” cried Frank. “They retreat. The 
'mecting with the dingoés again frequently, butjhear.your adventures.” battle is ours! There goes the last of them, and 
hurled stones drove them off. They were all off the air-ship a moment later|the gate closes with a crash! See—it is sadly shat- 


down in their tracks, 


The walls were unbroken all over, and not to be|shaking hands with Frank, who hastily sketched|tered with bullets and the flying iron of the burst- 


sealed very easily, but he found a place up which|what happened to him, ed hand grenades.” 
Vhethoughthecouldclimb.  _. ut ‘hen the doctor said to him: Not one of the aerial adventurers was hurt. 

It was a perilous undertaking—there were no| “When you were carried away by the negro} Within a moment the plaee was vacant, none of 
| red ants there and dayligat was breaking in thejgiants we were hesieged all the rest of the day,|the blacks but those injured in the fray remaining, 
east when he found the spot, _|but gave them a very hot reception with the elec-|nor could a sound be heard from them. 
| §The climb was up an almost perpendicular sur-|tric gun. In return they showered burning ar-| “ Better pitch in again while we have a respite,” 
face of the cliffs, on!y a tiny ledge here and therejrows upon us and hurled javelins at us barbed|said the doctor, ‘and finish loading the Grey- 
offering a hand and foothold. » with live coals. Of course they did no harm, butjhound, for the blacks may return to the attack 
_ But the indomitable youth began the ascent. the boomerangs camenear Striking each individual|with augmented valor and numbers at any mo- 

“Tf Tecan reach the top of the cliffs,” he thought,|of us several times, and finally we arose in the air|ment.” 

' “TI may be able to get back on-board the Grey-|to get out of their way, and cruised around all| ‘‘Good,” assented Frank. ‘‘I will remain on 
"hound again if my friends, have not been caughtijnight looking for you. The result is as you see.” |deck at the electric gun, and protect you while 
F napping and lost her,” “Then let us lose no time at emptying the keel/you are busy.” 
_ Every moment as he climbed up, he feared thatjof the Greyhound of ths portable ballast in order} This arrangement was most satisfactory, and 
| aslip of the hand would precipitate him down tojto substitute gold for the lead. We can load thejthe rest resumed their interrupted toil with a zest 
| the rocks again. ship down to her utmost capacity, and while|that showed how anxious they were to finish and 
_ Beneath him stood an old house, and he mount-|Ralph Despard and the Australians are guarding|ieave that place. 
ed up, up, up, until at last nearly half the distancejthe only entrance to this queer city we can accom-| Frank stationed himself at the electric gun, which 
_ was attained. , plish our design and depart.” he trimmed to bear upon the gate, and busied him- 
_ There was a large bowlder above him, and as he} Matt Mainbrace had taken Barney, Pomp, Harry/self at grading it to throw its electric bolts at just 
_ put his hands on it he found it loose, and it top-|Howard and May Blossom in tow, and was lead-|the proper angle and distance to reach the en- 
' pled over and fell, ing taem around the city, showing them all thejtranee. . 
_ Seeing that its bed offered a good hold, he thrust|wealth and peculiarities of the strange city. Several times as the work progressed the gate 
| up his hand to seize it, when a warning hiss as-| When they returned preparations were made tojwas flung open, and a number of the yelling 
sailed his ears. ; cargo the air-ship with the precious meta! ineruast- 
_ He shivered and drew back, when out of thejed with jewels, and when the lead had all been 
‘Aperture darted the heads of a nest of venomousjtaken from the keel and the hold, Mainbrace show- 
‘pythons | : -jed them where the best and choicest of the treas-|drove the others back ont of sight again, 
- The reptiles made such a vicious and sudden|ure was to be found. The hold of the Greyhound was soon filled, and 
"attack upon Frank thatihe drew back with a shud-| They all set to work with a will to gather in thejthey were just about to end their work, when a 
der, and losing his balance, he began to slip. golden images, pillars, ornaments and services,|cry from Frank brought them all rushing to the 
_ “My God, Iam falling!” he groaned. and within a comparatively short space of time they |air-ship. 
' The next instant his fingers relaxed their hold,jhad the air-ship half loaded with an immense 
‘and as a wild ery of horror pealed from his lips he/fortune, Howard. 
fell! ‘ | It was just at this juncture that an inferruption| ‘‘Lookupthere! I fear our lives are lost,” re- 
oo i came in the form of Despard, who appeared at the/plied Frank. 
CHAPTER XXVIII. ‘ huge door, peered in and saw them at work. He pointed at the cliff-tops encircling the great 
b THE BELEAGUERED CITY. ‘ His rage knew-.no bounds, and he discharged /|basin, and as the others looked up they shudder- 
_ Prayr’s fall from the face of the cliff, when thejhis revolvers at them, and fled to arouse thejed with horror, for the rocks were swarming black 
Pythons attacked him, had nearly put a period to|blacks. | | with the negroes. ) 
the adventures of the young inventor. “We are discovered!” cried Frank. ‘*Arm| All around the city hundreds of the giants could 
_ the sun was streaming down upon the amphi-|yourselves and prepare to defend the door. In ajbe seen, and as a sullen roar pealed from their 
theater of the city of gold, when he came to alfew moments Despard will return accompanied by|throats, at a preconcerted signal they began to tear 
| tealization of the predicament he was in, for thejall the blacks, and they will fight like tigers tojup the adjacent loose rocks. 
) Seases had been completely knocked out of him by|drive us out, and kill us before we can get away! A moment afterwards the air became black with 
the fall, with this treasure.” shower upon shower of the missiles, as they hurled 
He founthimself lying buried in the debris of| “Once we get control of the door,” said Harry|them down into the city at the entrapped adven- 
1 ees roof and flooring of the house which stood|Howard, as Barney rushed on board to securejturers. 
| Yeieath the spot where he had attempted to scale|their arms, some hand-grenades, and to prepare a 
| the cliffs, the electric gun, “‘we can hold it against an CHAPTER XXIx 
| Perhaps it was owing to his having landed onjarmy.” | , 
| te yielding mass, softened by the decay of cen-| ‘Can’t we barricade it?’ questioned the pro- TEE TERRIBLE, ENDING OF THE. VILLAIN. 
| titles, that his life had been saved when he fell. _|fessor. Down came the rocks, those hurled by the blacks 
| At any rate, beyond a severe shaking up, he had} ‘No,’ replied Frank; ‘‘there are no means injnearest to the air-ship falling with thunderous 
Ps Suffore no serious injury, although he achedithis place—not a rock, and the composition ofjcrashes in close proximity to}the Greyhound. 
‘badly and was stiff in every joint when he dugithese old houses isso rotten it could not with-| Frank dashed into the pilot-house, shouting: 
Almself Out and regained the street. stand anything.” he ‘‘Shoot atthe nearest to us! Drivethem back 
, He yet had his revolver with four shots left in| He had hardly spoken when a wild, savage yell|from the cliff tops, or their missiles willsmash the 
it,and drove away a pack of wolfish dingoes that|broke the stillness, and in at the huge gate rushed|ship to pieces, and we won’t be able to escape!’’ 
tame barking and yelping too near him. Despard and a score of the blacks, while crowding} Boom! came a rock on the deck, just as he 
_ How he was to get out of the buried city he didlin back of them came an innumerable crowd. spoke, and it crashed through, close beside Pomp, 
‘AOt know, nor could he subsist without food and} ‘Barney, hurry up!” shouted Frank. causing the darky to utter a wild how! andspring 
Water ate ‘“Hurroo! I’m here!’ came the cheerful reply,jaside. 
and just after hurling astack of rifles over the} It went through the deck like a cannon ball, and 
ide the jolly Irishman flunga grenade into the fell into the hold, and the rifles on deck were 
I midst of the in-rushing blacks, and it exploded|seized, and the besieged men began to blaze away 
‘ o hen his heart gave a great throb, for hesaw the/with a fearful report, dealing destruction to sev-jat the blacks, driving them back out of sight. 
:*teyhound soaring above him in the air. jeral of them. _ The professor dashed over to the gun, and_ele- 
| _ He jumped up and discharged his revolver again} Boom! boom! boom! roared another fusilladejvating the barrels, he shot bolt after bolt up at the 
| “uu again, Sa AD of the grenades from Barney’s hands a momentjmen on the cliffs, while Frank, seeing that every- 
he ® air-ship came to a pause, and he saw Barney 















































valor, but a few of the deadly shots from the 
electric gun soon ended the existence of some, and 


** What is the matter, Reade?” demanded Harry 





_ He sat down dejectedly upon a rock. to turn the 
‘Matter over in his mind, when a. shadow fell 
.  dwart the street, and he glanced skyward. _ 


later, and the echo had hardly died away when ajthing wasin readiness for flight, pulled out the helix 
408 down over the railing, then the face oflrattling discharge from the rifles of Frank and thefiever, and the wheels began to gyrate at full speed. 
‘*atry Howard appeared. rest burst out as they drew up insingle fileabreast} But the air-ship would not budge! 
ell k beside the Greyhound. | 7 
There came. an answering volley of arrows, boom-jlook of dismay sweeping over Frank’s face, and 
erangs, spears; and hatchets from the bushmen,|the air-ship strained and tugged, and creaked, but 
and the cries of the wounded and dying blacks pos ae did she make, and the young inventor 
outed; 





labo peeing that sound arises to an incaleu- 
y 1. height, and that they could easily hear his 
. Py ce, he shouted : ate ye 
oe. Greyhound, ahoy—ahoy—ahoy !” 

_ 16 stood out in the middle of what must oncefsounded with mournful intonations above the din 
os. been a public square, and waved his arms to of the firing. 


; ae Feo 
LAD Sey oes elena I 


of danger, and despite the deadly fire poured into” Ws 
their midst the giants did not waver atthe deaths 


blacks dashed in with a great show of ferocity and | 


Around and around whizzed the spirals, a blank | 


“She is overloaded! Heave over some of the — 


sheltering ledge and from there kept yelling to — | 
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changed three shots apiece at each other without}; Down, down, down she swooped like some hugejby our friends, and were incited on by Ralph Des- : a 


That cowardly wretch did not expose himself to. ae 
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| wheel, and he sank dowm upon his knees, trem-| ‘We are well over Queensland now, I ealculate,” CHAPTER XXXII. 
pling with fear as his starting eyes became fastened|he was saying, ‘‘for we have passed between the THE MASKED RIDERS. beet ar Rae 
- npon the meteor, McKilnay and the Middieton mountain ranges, are} By the glare of the search-light the old sailor — 


' With a whistling and roaring that would: have/heading for the Bowen Downs, and after we cross|had seen the two eagles carry Frank from the deck — 
| made the spectator imagine that the world wasithe Belyando and Sutter rivers we will go over thelof the Greyhound, and he at onee gave chase to — 
coming to an end,atremendous ball of incan-|Blue Mountains and reach Qumberland Island,|them. . yao, 
' descent fire as big as a house split into a thousand|this side of the Great Barrier Reefs, Then ho, for|’ Frank’s position was very singular, and it re- — 
_ fragments over theair-ship, and the glowing, red-|an ocean voyage again.” quired all his nerve to keep him from giving way — 
_ hot missiles caine carne through the sky direct-| ‘ Rather dangerous to venture out on the Pacific, |to a fit of the utmost dismay at the misfortune | 
jy toward the Greyhound, ~ burdened down as the Greyhound is with the gold,|which befell him. ru G7 ig) 
P isn’t it?” asked Harry. Eagles, he knew, were very high flyers, and | 
“Somewhat, But even if we should not be able|built their eyries on crags that were almost out 
to fly, the Greyhouhd is equally as good workingjof reach of the most expert cliffmen armed with — 
like a steamer, so our danger is considerably di-jropes; and if these kings of the birds should — 
minished on that score,” - jearry him away as food for themselves and their | 
' plosion, Frank grasped the wheel which Matt) “And we have got to get back to civilization|young, he feared his doom was sealed, | 
i, Mainbrace had released, again at any risk, you timid big goose,” said May| The great birds fled side by side for a mo- 
_ The young inventor saw the direct path of the|Blossom with a silvery laugh. “Now that you|ment, but astheir broad wings in flapping touched, 
' splitting fire ball,and he stopped the propellers|know Ralph Despard did. not fall a victim to your|they separated. 
' and reversed their action in a flash. duel over me, you ought to be mighty anxious to] Frank had hold ef each of them by its inner — 
The Greyhound came to a sudden pause and be-|vindicate yourself in public, too.” , leg, but as soon as they spread apart his arms — 
gan to back, when with a deafening roar the “And I am, May. Moreover, there is another/were stretched wide open and almost torn from 
- meteor rushed downat the air-ship, struck the ramilittle matter_——” their sockets, 
' on the prow, knocked it off, glanced outward, and| “ You refer to our marriage? But you call it a}. The female bird is generally the largest, and 
- continued on to the earth, where it struck with ajlittle matter, you disparaging cheat! Oh, gracious !|Frank retained his hold upon this one and let 


a - CHAPTER XXXI. 

_ THE TWO EAGLES, 

_ As the immense meteor shot down from the star- 
P ry sky toward the Greyhound with a terrible ex- 





; } 


pang! ; Is that all the value and importance you put onjthe male go, 
_ There was a vast upbeaval of dirt and stones as|such a wonderful event! I hayea great mind to] They both had hold of him with their talons, 
the Greyhound was knocked over sidewise and|box your ears well for you, sir.” for one of them alone could scarcely have carried 


_ griven earthward by the violent blow; and anin-| Harry laughed as she pouted and blushingly|him away alone; but when he released his hold 
stant later the glaring flre of the meteor vanished|turned away from him, caught her in his arms,jon the male, it was forced to relax its nold upon 
| as the huge aeriolite was buried a dozen yards injand gave her a resounding kiss on her red Jips. |him, owing to its proximity to its mate’s wings 
the earth, Barney and Pomp stood aside looking on, and ajforeing it to fly apart from her. 
_ The shock sustained by the Greyhound hadjbroad grin overspread their faces, and they ex-}| The big female, suddenly finding itself unable 
thrown her down bow foremost; but as she was|changed significant glances. to sustain Frank’s weight alone, uttered a hoarse © 
) diving toward the ground, the propellers were re-| “Arrah, did you hear that?” whispered Barney,|scream and let go its hold on him as he was drag- 
) versed again by Frank, she shot forward, curvedigiving Pomp such a poke in the ribs that it madejging it earthward. 


- upward, and ina minute more she had risen tojthe darky grunt. Frank had a perfectly level head, though, and 
 herformer attitude, _ “Gway, chile! Wha’ de matter wid yo’?idivining that the eagle wanted to drop him, he 

_ Safe enough, except for a fearful scorching and|Kain’t dem lubbers swap gumdrops ef dey wanter|caught hold of its other leg with his disengaged 
the loss of the ram at the bow, she flashed ahead|—huh?” hand, and hung on to the jrayenous thing with 















onee more with wonderful speed, and ere the] “Lubbers, be’s they?” roared Barney. ‘ Didjall his strength. 

_ shocked passengers fairly realized that they were|yer hear that, Mr. Howard! Ther-coon called yez} The youth’s weight kept dragging the eagle 
' in great danger, ey were out of it again. lubbers, shure.” down to the earth, despite its immense strength, 
' They all came rushing on deck, but the air-ship| “’Pon my word,” said Harry, restraining aland it wildly beat the air to sustain itself, its mate 
' was forging ahead a thousand feet above thujlaugh, and facing Pomp with an assumed indig-|uttering shriek after. shriek, and circling around 
_ ground, heavily laden with her ballast of gold, andjnant look, ‘‘you may be quite a sailor, Masterjand around it in its descent. 

_ Matt Mainbrace arose from his knees and glared|Pomp, but [ want you to distinctly understand} The Greyhound came darting after them, the 
_ at Frank, hardly able to realize that they had es-\that [am not a nautical lubber, sir.” 4 bright glare of the search light slanting down upon 
)) ©6caped the fearful danger. **Yo’ am a lubber,” retorted Pomp, frigidly. the two eagles and their prey, thus lighting the 
“It is gone!” exclaimed Frank, presently. ** What—you rascal! How dare you insult me?jscene up so that Frank could distinctly see all that 
“ Ay, ay, sir,” stammered the old sailor. ‘“ But}/Eh? Do you know that a lubber is a heavy, clum-jwas happening to him. 

_whar are we?” sy fellow,a lazy drone, a bulky clown, good for; Theold sailor’s cries had brought the others out 
» “Where we were before the meteor struck us,” |nothing, and an object of contempt?” on deck, and Frank saw. them all clustered upon 
_ “By gol, only your management done it, too.” ‘“Amn’t yo? Missy Blossom’s lubber? Huh?” ithe forward deck watching him, and heard them 
' -*Ofecourse, Had I left it to you, we might bejsulkily asked Pomp, ‘ Dis niggah done know|shout encouragingly. 

_ smashed to pieces now.” mighty well how to talk English, an’ yo’ needn’t be} While the now frightened eagle was descending 
_~ “T veered clean off o’ my figger-head.” so proud an’ stuck-up, neecer, Massa Howard.” jand at the same time frantically beating its wings, 
_ “Which was an unwise an’ unseamaniike act of} He was quite indignant over the matter, and|to prevent itself falling, Mainbrace was increasing 
yours.” ’ ‘ shuffled away, his thick lips unable to pronounce|the speed of the air-ship, in order to try and over- 
_ “But my reckonin’-tackle went by the board,ja v, and Barney uttered a roar of laughter that sojtake the eagles. 

Pucair,”” } chagrined him, he picked upadeck swab from aj ‘ They may reach the birdand give mea footing 
_ “Never mind, old fellow; the danger is averted|bucket of slush, and chased the jolly Irishman downjon the deck,” Frank cogitated, ‘“ But still, before 
now.” below, threatening to mob him. the Greyhound can overhaul me, the strength in 
| “Blast mytimbersefI like wot I done, though!”| Matt Mainbrace kept the wheel, and after the/the eagle’s wings may give out, and it may fall to 
_ “Here come the others, alarmed. Explain thejothers had all turned in, Frank came out on deck/the earth with me and end the matter in my 
| trouble to them, Matt.” with a night-glass to view a range of hills stretch-|death.” 

| The old mariner went out on deck, and in hisjing away below. It was very evident that the bird’s extraordinary 
ee “be peculiar fashion made matters clear to the} The night was rather dark, and a strong wind|strugglés to keep adrift in the sky were fast weak- 
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res came bowling along from the eastward, the Grey-jening it, for its efforts became fainter every min- 

_ “An aeriolite, eh?” said Dr. Vaneyke, entering|hound breasting it. ute and it seemed as if about to succumb, relax its 
the pilot-house, “ I saw it passing; a regularmon-| Far down below thers was no sign of habitation, |energy and fall. in 
| ster, Frank. They are mighty dangerous chapstojand Frank noticed that the weight of the gold was} | In this state of the bird it was an easy matter for 
| Meet with, too, You don’t know where they arejstraining the ship, and had a tendency to keep her|the swift Greyhound to overtake it, and the air- 
_ goingto strike, Drifting about, beyond the atmos-jborne down earthward, in a most disagreeable|ship curved down under Frank and was going on, 
pte cenvelope encircling our earth, these wander-|manner, when Pomp and Barney seized him and pulled bin 
' lng waifs suddenly take a fit to go off at aterman-| “It will weaken the helices,” he thought, ‘‘ to be|down on the deck. ! 
| gent, and-drop unexpectly within the center oflobliged to sustain such an immense weight, and I) He yet clung tenaciously to the eagle, and it 
_ gravity. Then they whiz! The magnetic forze ofjfear that we may have trouble over this matter be-|fought with expiring fury to get away, but Bar- 
the earth attracting the rascals, they fly toward it/fore long.” ; ney’s knife dispatched it, and the other one flew 
_ 48a steel needle flies toa horse-shoe magnet. Intiie| He laid the night-glass down, and was just onjaway screaming. 
| violence of their descent through the atmosphere,|the pomt of walking aft, when he heard a tremend-| “ There’s an escape for you!” exclaimed Frank, 
j the little beggars become red-hot, owing to thejous fluttering sound over his head, and hastily|pantingly as h’e released the dead eagle and arose 
| Swiftness with which they come; and the heatiglanced upward. to his feet, ‘‘ The monster hadn’t strength unaid- 
eauses them to expand, while the cold induces} There were two immense dark shadows hover-jed to carry me, and I might have tallen with it 
¢ontraction, when: with a. bang! they explode. Aling over him in the gloom, and just as he recog-jdown on that range of hills, as its strength was fast 
_ shower ofsparks, asudden whirr through the air,|nized them as two immense eagles, they uttered|declining had not Matt Mainbrace managed the 
' and presto !—with a thud the earth is reached, anda hoarse ery, and suddenly swooped down upon|ship so skillfully as to save me, 

- the little" devils are buried in the dirt!” im. **A most extraordinary adventure,” observed 
_ , Frank burst out laughing at the doctor’s graphic} The shock knocked him down on the deck, and|Harry Howard. | ve 
! description, and calling the old sailor into the pilot-|he uttered a shout for help, just as the two huge} “But,I am thankful to say, I am juninjured, 
| ; house again, he left him in charge of the wheel/birds of prey fastened their sharp talons upon his/save for afew scratches about my body made by 
| , 4nd went out on deck to examine the bow and as-|body. ‘ the sharp claws of the eagles as they pounced 
_. Certain what damage had been done, Matt Mainbrace started the search-light, and asjupon me to carry me away. 

_. _ It disfigured the Greyhound to Icse the ram, butithe glare shot out on the birds, showing the old) “ Tama fair taxidermist,” said Dr, Vaneyke, as 
the injury conld in no other wise affect her, and|sailor what was occurring, the eagles shriexedjhe pointed at the dead monarch of the air, ‘‘ and 
_ Hrank congratulated himself that he had escapedjhoarsely, and beating the air with their enormous, jit will afford me a good deal of pleasure to stuff 
_ With 80 little damage, . powerful wings, they soared up into the sky, carry-|this bird for you, Frank.” ; 
_ _ All that night and the following day the air-ship|ing Frank with them. ‘‘Doso by all means, doctor. T’d like to keep it 
8ped along over the Australian Continent, no| A chill of dismay pervaded every fiber of Frank’s|as a relic of this adventure,” replied Frank with a 
_ Svent of any consequence occurring to mar the|being as he felt himself being lifted up in the air/shudder. 
| tran uility of the aerial yoyagers on their home-|by the two giant birds, and he instinctively reach-| Barney carried the eagle to the doctor’s apart- 
_ Ward trip. . Hosta, ed out his hands and caught hold of each of them|ment, and a short time afterwards all hands turn- 


It was late in the afternoon when Frank stood|by a leg. ed in, 
att, talking to Harry Howard and May Blossom, y . . Before daylight Frank was awakened by feeling 
ent the sun was declining over the western land- pe, Pomp shaking him, and started up in alarm as the 


- darky cried: 
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Tack Massa Frank, de ship PD a down, ea ee shery indicated that the men were lawless ma- a eae Pe oh Bae nica yaa 
‘* What, the Greyhound falling?” gasped Frank, |rauders, ) ’ i ae Manner 
4 aa tne ivacnibator jars exiansial © their sup- M < ee Pe wecney that sees see A pees ae the young ERY OMOr became somewhat Buz 
ply of electricity?” n of the bush was arous . 75a Sy her 
ee No, sah, Dy indicators am all right, sah,” the fabulous wealth stowed away ‘on board the} But be pr ghia ead She HO Object in 
Phen what is the cause of the trouble?” Greyhound, and the brigands were instantly fixed|view a 7 0 Ae made no x \ 
'* Donno, sah, *Spee’s dat yo’ fine dat out.” 


in a determination to steal the cargo. | mark, Yen? be ih) 
«Then come—we will go down to the battery-| They watched the men bury several boxes filled} The la a eS pene win Wine, a rich 
room,” , 3 |with gold, and when Barney and Pomp bad retired Buren y Lae rie sthate a © eurangers raised | 
Hoe hurried on his clothing and ran out on deck,|on board the air-ship to get instructions from|his 8 a . re nal tron hele Raa from thejy | 
where he saw that the air-ship was drifting down-|Frank to fill the casks with fresh water from a ie e x eee Lis notte cho se ae 
ward, Barney at the wheel, and the earth only five|jnearby brook, they retired among the trees again, fogs See beat haan were pied. ‘a 
hundred feet below, atown or village of some kind|and half of them took off their masks. a our aoe ’ aughed the brie , 
‘ several miles off, and a rolling woodland country| There were twenty strong, reckless, daring men/gan capt A to Bau aaa dec ae 
beneath the Greyhound. in Captain Darke’s band of bushrangers, and they; He nodde a they ail emptied their 
{ It occupied butan instant for Frank to get downjall presented the appearance of refined men who oe ss catia Ree Tae sabe "i 
; in the battery-room, and he saw the automatic/had probably been driven to refuge in the tastness ut, SIz, his taoe ae With a suspicions — 
dynamo slowly working and keeping the jarsjof the wilderness from the authorities, expression Upon oa Oantat ose—pistols/* 
stored with power. This was true, inasmuch as they were all es- “Aim! exclaim aa a ere abruptly, 
The bearings of the helix-uprights and thejeaped felons who had _ been transported from Treachery ! <a eS oe ee fe 6very One in the 
F propeller driving rod beds were properly lubricat-|England to penal servitude in the Australian colo- room was oak ered by the pistols in the hands of the 
p ed, and none of the wires connecting the battery-|nies, and it was owing to a revolt that they proke smiling poe he. a osanet tn ae 
cells were broken, nor was the insulation in any|from prison and took to the bush, where, under| “ My good frien ‘ coolly Observed the outlay, | 
way imperfect in the room. 4the able generalship of Captain Darke, they throve|* we have shamefully deceived you, Iam sorry to” 
‘He observed, however, that the cable which|in a lawless manner, eonfess, for you eis : very kind-hearted young. 
passed through the dead-hole in the bulkhead was} Menaced by desperadoes of this stamp, the peo-|man. But the Fare oi at We are aware that this 
sagging, and that the chafing of the clustered|ple on the Greyhound were surrounded by the|strange vessel is laden with a vast treasure, and 
wires on the edge of the woodwork was wearing|utmost peril as they knew notning of the danger,|being gentlemen who liye at other people’s ex. | 
off the rubber coating of the wires, and were liable to fall into a cunning trap which|pense, we planned this scheme to become masta 
It was evident then that a wire had been broken|Captain Darke was concocting to get ‘the best of of the gold. ie : 
between the pilot-house switchboard and the bat-|them. By George!” exclaimed Frank, in dismay, 
tery room. Frank, Barney and Pomp left the air-ship, and)‘ we are badly sold | | 
In order to get at it, Frank passed through alwent over to the brook where they busied them-| ‘Sir, you are entirely at our mercy,” was the 
door in the bulkbead that led him into the hold,|selves at filling a couple of casks with water,/bland cer We hold your lives in our hands, 
and the moment he entered the doorway he saw|when they received a startling surprise. We could kill you all on the spot, but we won 
It was a rapid discharge of fire-arms and thejsince you have been so kind to us, if you will ac 
shouting of men, the trampling of horses’ hoofs,|sensibly and obey my orders.” 
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the broken wire hanging loosely from the cable, 
both ends emitting a bright shower of sparks con- 


stantly. and a moment later ten breathless, unmounted! “And what are they?” demanded Frank, tum. 
This defective wire caused the leakage of force,|men dashed up to them pursued by ten masked|ing deathly pale, _ : : 
ana what was expended upon the air was lost from|horsemen, the whole crowd firing volley after vol-| ‘To submit quietly to imprisonment and alloy 
the motive power that concentrated upon thesus-|ley at each other. ; us to take the treasure from’ this air-ship with. 
pensory helix spiral wheels. But the moment the horsemen perceived Frank/out creating any disturbance,” ; 
To repair the damage required that all the ma-jand his two companions they reined in their beasts,) “And if I refuse?” 
chinery should be stopped, as the current of elec-|wheeled about, and went dashing away amid tke} “Then we shall be under the painful necessity 
tricity inthis wire could not be shut off without|trees, where they disappeared. of shooting you.” 
stopping the entire flow charging the helices, for| ‘* Hello!” exclaimed Frank in surprise. ‘“‘ What! “This is rough,” . 
an attempt tomend it might resultin a death-deal-|\does this mean?” ; ‘Sir, Lawait your answer.” 


ing shoek, and Frank had no desire to run such| ‘‘ Sir,” exclaimed Captain Darke, approaching] He motioned to the rest as he spoke, and they 
long chances, |. and bowing With military grace, “‘ I and my com-istaggered to their fest. 
Accordingly, with a frown of annoyance upon|panions are gentlemen from the town of Blooms-| “ Begorra!” interposed Barney, keenly eying 
his brow, he went up on deck and told Barney|bury, out for a hunt in'the bush, when we had the|the thieves, ‘‘ it’s mesilf will answer yon, so I will, 
to descend to the earth, and explained to him)/misfortune to meet with a band of brigands, wholjan’ it’s a bloody bouid defiance I'll be chuckin’up 
what had happened. came from the Sutter river, over yonder. Welter'yer teeth shure!’ 
The Irishman pulled out the lever that con-|fought, but ran, and they pursued us here, when| ‘“ What! you court—you court bloodshed?” 
trolled the helices, and as they revolved slower|upon sight of your people they fled.” “This much fer yez!” exclaimed Barney, as he 
and slower, the Greyhound settled down and| ‘‘ How unfortunate!” said Frank, completely de-isaw one of the outlaws reel and fall to the floor, 
jJanded in a large glen within a dense wood. ceived. ‘‘ Any of you injured?” “T schtayed behoind whin yez kem aboord, be- | 
The landing aroused the others, and matters} ‘* No, thank Heaven! But we are exhausted, and|dad, an’ be schpoyin’ around I see ther rist ay yer | 
were eee to them, when Frank set about tolif ro will ores a shelter of your house, welgang hoidin’ in ther bushes. I heard what they 
repair the damage. © Ww truly grateful.” said, an’ soon tumbled ter ther loikes av yer game. | 
This was soon accomplished, but the young in-| **I do not live hereabouts, sir,” said Frank. Thin I kem back here, an’ I met ther wider tate 
ventor did not know that the wire he substituted} “On! I beg your pardon! How sorryI am! I/Bloombury as was on yer thrail, Itowld thin” 
was badly insulated, and was destined to cause/feel faint and sick at heart, and much in need of|where yer friends wor in ther woods, an’ left’em 
him a terrible lot of trouble in future. an hour’s rest with somefood and stimulant, anditer tackle ther bastes, They’ll be here in wan min- 
** Theré is one thing very evident,” he siid to)my friends are in the same condition. Too bad, I\ute fer yous.” oe 
the others when he came on deck again, ‘‘andjassureyou. Pardon theintrusion. We willtry to} “ By heavens I” ee 
that is that we are yet Overloaded with gold, andjevade the road-agents, and go on until we can find| ‘Be this an’? be that, too,” continued Barney, 
must abandon more of it if we wish to proceed.” |some hospitable roof.” rapidly, as he observed the man swaying unsteady 
“*T noticed a village ahead 0’ our course, sor,”| ‘Hold on,” said Frank, kindly. ‘‘ You do notlily, “afore I opened the wine shure I wint inter 
said Barney, “an’ shure it’s there we moightjunderstand me.” . Dr. Vaneyke’s rume, an’ tuck a bit-av a bottle ay 
turrun some av it inter bank notes.” “* Oh, yes, 1do, Iam ord Donald Darke, sir.” |chloriform from his ease, axin’ his pardin fera-do 
‘A good suggestion,” said Frank, ‘‘ but what we} ‘Ah! butif you will listen I will explain t> youljin’ ther some—an’ poured it inter ther wine yez 
haye we can’t carry any further, Let us bury somejthat I and my friends are aeronauts, and we justtdhrunk, an’ bejabers, its dhrugged yez arl are 
of it a this ane eae may be able to come back nee en a fying ship of my invention,\now.” 4 : i 
some day and get it.” which needed repairs. have excellent acecomo- speake | 
The others approving, the search light was turn-|dations, and beg totender them to you and your tng, the whielenenne 2 Ee een 
ed upon the ground, as daylight had not yet bro-|friends until you are recovered. I can offer you althe drug and fell tothe floor in various attitudes 
one and he ph a ie et re Cee good rena eee ey spirits and liquor. Pray|stupefied fe 
roke ground, making a large trench, while Harry|come on board, your lordship, an i «6 ; > » Frank, 
aie pare brought some of the gold up from re ere yous! F geen tee warmer ce FOS | Bte eS ee oy 

elow in*boxes, : if , ‘By Jove! this is queer,” said Captain Darke,.| “ ; ’ ; 
While they were taking it from the airship to/‘‘ But you are a jolly good chap, maa I heartily be’s " ona Barger! eons broad a 
Mee ‘it mn the. trench, o ae of hae eae ee you, as on, gentlemen.” comes ther euieed chase . “iy grin, a 
dashing along a sequestered path in the woods e shot a significant glance at his ra w Ney) 3 e nn 
men who’ would have struck terror to the souls of|dressed followers, and Beokorsng to thon thar, fol. ip ont coe ae eyed. eT ete 
ajl honest men,-for they were armed to the teeth,|lowed Frank on board the Greyhound, captured the } xi F ecun een f Barney's vic 
eae one of them wore a half black mask on rat brought up the rear, but Barney remained|tims whom thiewhn Sociglit ui ith the drugged 
G ehind. ; . a + witl 
The gleam of the search light attracted their at- | i men were taken off the ship and conveyed Wl 
téntion: and with accustomed caution they pressed aera hatte fle oabeaet reeks ye Sarelpi Ope Mert nen dam inhyes ote the 
through the trees, and from a hidden covert amid|were shown the air-ship and told of part of the anand ae pi Se ee ee ee whe 
the verdant foliage they peered out and beheld|ventures our friends passed through by sehiohiturc Get in ance pat eRe eo Hy 
os was going on, time Pomp had prepared a dainty repast for) It was ‘hardl h afterward when ! anh 
oreover the conversation of the innocent ad-|them, and they were treated with the utmost hos-|w y vakaned te-a:tulln feeling, ati 
yenturers soon told these mysterious men that the|pitality. was suddenly awakened by a stifling eae 
air ship was heavily laden with gold and jewels|' The meal completed, Barney suddenly came on ‘Alledwatk ek of his berth, ‘he found the sities 
mo pgs millions, board, and as he appeared in the doorway of the! Startle d haven acpi ickly dressed him: 
ete ch booty!” said the leader of the band. jcabin with a peculiar look upon his face Frank\self 1 YOUG eases, Bee heard May 
Luck favors us, boys. And if wa do not wrestitold him to fetch in some wine. = and started for the door, when he hear ©") 
this wonderful treasure from yon ship my name is} Barney went into Dr. Vaneyke’s room before “The, ter ape EN ete 
not Captain Darke ! | py ing, Bee Re eeily returned with five un. Hort ad Agden a the f act that the y 
3 i CHAPTER XXXIII. ‘ the ten strangers. Just enough glasses to supply oe electric wire which he had mendea ‘ 
THE SHIP IS IN FLAMES! Frank noticed that he and the doctor and Ho ut had created the fearful misebief, ih 

, THE appearance of the masked horsemen, coup-jard had been omitted, and reminded Bar f Sal nine J ee te 
led with the remark uttered by Captain Darke, ‘fact. hey of the| The Greybound was in a mass of flames! wl 
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| CHAPTER EXXIY. 
Pi. _ BARNEY AND POMP ON A SPREE, 


a matter of thrilling terror to anvone, 
jound, it was ten times worse, 
} The tired voyagers had all turned in to rest 
they so summarily got rid of Captain D 
ei his twenty brigands, whom the Bloom 
W coldiers had taken away. : 
Paty : 
i} pilot-house, steering the wonderful air-shi 
HH jourse toward the Pacific sea coast, and it 


ynshed on deck, 
) They had crossed the Sutter river, 


1] ship in flames. 


‘The badly insu 


| snd set the ship on fire, . 


il Everyone came rushing out on deck in the 
} moonlight and a scene of the utmost consternation 


prevailed. 


|’ “How did this happen?” hoarsely demanded|startled by hearing a terrific clatter of heels up for- 
he came in|ward, sounding muchas ifa jig w 


} Frank of Matt Mainbrace, with whom 


contact. 

, 

} groaned Barney. 

yo « Doctor Vaneyke!” shouted Frank, 
| extinguishers.” 

\ 


fl 


U 
fl 


while May Blossom, overcome with terror, had 
fallen to the deck in a faint. 
Smoke and flames were pouring up through the 
' crevices in the deck planking, out of the port-holes 
| and up through the forward hatchway. . 
| Harry Howard held half a dozen blue bottles 
} filled with some kind of liquid, the fumes of which 
were capable of smothering the flames when the 
} contents were emptied, 
} They all armed themselves with the bottles; and 
| while three went forward to the hatchway, Frank 
and the doctor rushed down to the battery-room 
amidships, 
} A moment later the bottles.went crashing down 
} through the hatchway ard in at the battery-room 
|} bulkhead door, there came a fearful hissing and 
sputtering, Vast ‘clouds of smoke and steam as- 
) cended, and the bright glare of light suddenly was 
) extinguished by the fluid, 
| ' Bottle after bottle was hurled, and in a most in- 
) credible short space of time the fire svas out. 
' It did not even have a chance to burn through 
the deck or the bulkhead, but when Frank went 
} into the hold witha lantern he saw that it would 
|} not have taken much longer for the entire ship to 
} have been gutted. 
| The damage chiefly consisted in the fire burning 
the rubber from the wires, but no other serious 
| | loss was sustained and a few glass insulators soon 
} fixed the wires so that they could temporarily do 
, no more mischief. 
iy Several hours passed by, and in the meantime as 
} Frank sent word to Pomp to keep the Greyhound 
Up in the air, she sped along at an altitude ofa 
) thousand feet again, heading for the mountains 
} tearest to a point where she could reach the sea 
at Camberland Islands. ; 
i) The idea of stopping at Bloomsbury to sell some 
} of the gold had been abandoned, as the boxes they 
| buried in the glen where they encountered Captain 
} Darke’s brigands had been left there, and their 
Weight being off the Greyhound, she seemed able 
| _t0 proceed with facility. 
} . The mountainous district was reached the next 
day, and as the sea burst upon their view in the 
distance, they saw that along dangerous trip was 
looming up ahead of them. 
“Did the fire injure any of the apparatus and 
| Make the Greyhound liable to meet with any acci- 
dents?” the professor asked Frank as they walked 
_ Out of the cabin. 
eS “It simply ruined the electric gun,” said Frank, 
_~ but if the connection is severed with the dynamo, 
_ Tcan still work it,” 
| “How 80, if the electrical supply is shut off?” 


' 


eo os ' ye a 5 : > 
ae — .78 wi 7 : } y \ 4 x 
x SIP A Ae ae wey se she - , Cad - 7 . Fen TS ae 
Fa ; piyy . py i is a ¥ Burs Fees te : Bh a ¥ 
; a} 7 a 5S “ar Pie : Y . ity 4 oo 
1 
. 


“Tae dreadful ery of “ fire!” pealing out on land|ing place as a spark three inches long, 
ing but high |producing an explosive sound continuously. Hither 
yp in the air at midnight on board of the Grey- 


Pomp had been awake, standing in the 


and were in|charged almost the same way, and [ can only at- 
} sight of the Blue Mountains when Frank staggered 
‘ont on deck in the blinding smoke, and saw the) 


lated wire hé repaired, downin the|the Ruhmkoff coil can do almost anything I?ll tell 
jold, had come in contact with the wood work, 


| and being charged with the enormous battery that 
controlled the helices, it had ignited the bulkhead, 


Chor bless. yer, sir, I dunno,” gasped the old 
" Bedad it’s trizaled beef we'll be in tin minnits,” 
** The fire 
*T’ye got some of them here!’ shouted Howard 


} running up. Pomp stuck manfuliy to the wheel, 
and was lowering the air-ship as fast as he could, 


». 
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apart, the jars would be constantly charged and/reeling about the deck clasped in each other’s arms, 4 
discharged without cessation. Thedischarge tak-|Frank rushed into the pilot-house, and glaneed ers 


bright andjat the levers. ‘ 


of these connections would work the gun as well 
as thedynamo did. Now if I twist a platinum|kept the air-ship at her 


ends hear enough to the poles of a secondary coil] There was evidently something the matter with Bl 
come and take the wheel. 


lati- | Ay 
** What is the matter?’’ hastily asked the worthy ne 


would pass from each pole to the end of the 
f She 


num Wire nearest to it at both interruptions, 


p on hetjouter coating of the jar should be connected with|old scientist. 
was his/one of the secondary poles the spark at the inter- 
} pies that aroused May Blossom, and caused her|ruption 

oseream so loudly that Frank was awakened, andliant and 


**T do not know—something is out of gear.” i 

at that side would suddenly become bril-| ‘“Isee that Barney and Pomp are three sheets © ~ 
noisy, and the noisy spark would. kindle|in the wind.” reg EO 
any combustible object, The wire I mended was| ‘Ay, the rascals! We might have gone down 
into the sea for all the alarm they would have 
tribute the origin of the fire to this cause.” given us of the fact. Hold her up as best'you can, 
“Tt seems plausible,” assented the professor. doctor, while I run down into the battery room . 
“In conclusion,” said Frank, “ toshow you that/again, and try to diseover the cause of the trouble.” 
And if we fall into the sea, won’t the Greyhound 
you that when six jars are charged by a coil con-|float?” 
taining about two square feet of coated glass and| ‘‘Yes, under ordinary circumstances, but the 
are putin a series connection a continuous stream|gold we are currying might over-ballast her, and 
of dazzling light six inches long can be produced, |sink her.” | aA 
accompanied by a noise that becomes fairly intol-| “It is unfortunate that you did not have a 
erable.” Mad steamer waiting to ship this gold somewhere along 

Atthis moment both Frank and the doctor were ras nes and the present danger would not have 

appened. 


“True, Regrets and plans are now useless, 
ough, and I doubt if we could find one to char- 
ter anywhere Within hundreds of miles of our 
present locality. I’m off, sir.” 

He ran out on deck, leaving the wheel in the 
doctor’s hands, struck against the two drunkén 
dancers, just as Barney wasin the act of putting 
7 ‘ on a few fancy steps, and they both fell to the deck 
Well, bedad, yez may as well lurrun forst aslin a heap, yelling for some one to throw them. a 
lasht how ther divil himself invinted ther rale ould rope to save themselves. 
schtuff, an’ if it’s a chune in Q, seven sharps, ye'll| Frank paid no attention to them. 
be afther whangin’ on that ould tin pan in double} When he got down in the battery-rdbom his at- 
quick toime, shure, I'll tell yér all about it in altention was drawn toward the accumulator jars, 
song, Let her go now, ouldschmoked herrin’s!” {eonnected with the dynamos, and he observed that 

A rattling accompaniment began, and Barney/|they were all emitting sparks.at the binding-posts, 
BEBE: ia ue where they were joined to one another by con- 

and fora m ay 
oly, Every spark was a loss of so much electricity 
An’ he foun’ a farmer euttin’ down ther corn: : eos 
He got thirsty, shure, an’ ran, an’ perposed ter rush |@24 he saw that the motive power was leaking 
ther can, away, weakening the jars so that it wasas muck 
But ther frightened farme~ fled, an’ soon was gone,|8 the dynamo could do to keep them charged suf- 
In his rage he must asworn, an’his hot breath on/ficiently to keep the machinery in motion. 
ther corm What can be the cause of this?” muttered Frank 
Made a schteam that savored ina tashtefal way. |dismayed. 


Vowin’ that ther farmer’d mourn, off his foirey hat He made a close examination and saw ataglanee 


was torn, ; 
An’ ther divil wid ther corn began ter’ play.’? what occasioned the trouble that threatened to 


An interlude of the banjo followed, and Barney|dash them into the sea. | 
went on > “The enormous strain brought to bear upon the 
‘Forst he mashed it foine 1n’ flat, and upon it down|machinery has gradually been wearing it away and 
he sat, weakening it,” he muttered, ‘‘forthe gold is more 
An’ around it schprinkled dew from off ther/in weight by double than what I should burden 
ground, : the Greyhound’ with. The weight having ground 
Then He penaneced it dhry, so that all the dhrops fellidown the wheels, and, being unable to do any 
PIR: SNS ee ! more mischief there, has turned its attention upom 
7 7 2% 2 ‘ ; : 
Pretty soon ie got quite frisky, foF he had distinea|*H® electricity, the strain causing this bad leakage. 
pure whisky, can stop it for'awhile, but itis bound to return, 
An’ he reeled, an’ danced, an’ sang, an’ dhrank an|®nd we would descend again, Yet something must 
day, be done and at once, too!” 
In ther barn he found 4 donkey, an’ he thought it was| These words scarcely had been uttered when he 
a monkey, : heard a tremendous tumult up on deck, and rush- 
An’ he yanked its tail ter make it hop away !”” 


; ing up the stairs, the first glance he cast around 
Another short interlude followed this verse, and showsdi him that the afrcahip was darting down to- 
Barney continued: 


: i ward the sea, 
‘Now, ene a ielro koind an’ quoit, but that jerk) Byery one out’ on deck was wild, 
CICKER UP & T106, Barney and Pomp were tially sobered 
: ; ; ceany : partially sobered up by 
F a his heels, an’ schtruck wid moight the excitement, and stood clinging to the rail glar- 
Caught the divil in the belly, knocked him back into eet at the sea glistening but a short distance 
—oh, well, he : ‘ 
Won’t be seen around that farm-house soon again!) Several miles ahead Frank discerned a small 
But while ahidin’ in his mill, the farmer saw O)d Nick|strip of ground rising up from the sea, Which he - 
distill st correctly judged to be one of the Cumberiand Isl- 
From ther corn a juice that schtole his sinse aw2y,/ands whieh he had been steering for. 
An’ there wasn’t any quicker man ter make ther same) «¢ Hoetor Vaneyke |” he shouted, “can’tyou raise 
zood liquor, her?” 5 


? ickwin ac : 
Ae ae Reme whisky's derank ontil) thie! «Not an inoh) Frank, although L’ve got the leve) 


The song had hardly been completed when all the way out.” j 
Frank’s attention was distracted from Barney’s| (‘Ina few minutes we will plunge into the sea,’ 
heels, which wore dente Rein. oh the deck, by cans ae se, Oy, bey: pteeaseal 

ing the Greyhound swooping down toward the| “* There i r y though, Harry. 
cae . r S “And what is that?” asked Howard, blankly. 

He rushed up forward, and to his dismay saw} ‘To sacrifice more of the gold, 
that the pilot-house was empty, and the ship was] © Ah, that’s too bad, 
plunging on without any one at the wheel to guide “Can t be helped. 
her. How long will it do us any good?” 


Barney and Pomp were both prancing around.on| ‘* Until we reach yonder island.” 


ere being danced, 
and then a wild roar, followed by the tinkling of a th 
banjo in the hands of Pomp, and the voice of Bar- 
ney followed, grying: 

“Whisky? Shure, an’ it’s not anagur knows how 
it wor invinted |!” 

“ Niggah dunno nuffin’ ’cept dat de barnjo been 
made in Noah’s ark.” 


‘Ah! Isee, All right, Reade.” 


The one controlling the helices, wings and pro-- 
ellers, were properly notched, and should have 
proper altitude, puzzling =~ 
wii wire around the knob ofa leyden jar and bring the|Frank not a little. (cS ieee 
arke, ih 
shury|to almost touch, a noiseless spark of feeble light|the machinery, and he shouted to Dr. Vaneyke to i i 


|, “By using a leyden jar battery. I. would charge|the forward deck, and the whisky bottle in Bar- 
We jars by connecting the outer coating with one/ney’s hand, coupled with the wild actions and un- 

_ of the poles of a Ruhmkoff coil and the inner one|steady legs of his two friends, plainly told him that} 
‘With the arms of a discharger, the other arm ofjthey were both drunk. : 

Which is in communication with the opposite pole} There was a stern look upon Frank’s face as he 

Ds the hos At a distance of three inches abet Cage dashed toward the two culprits. 

_ &Xtremities of the discharger would emit a few ice meee 

Sparks, On the other hand if I connect the outer CHAPTER XXXV, ted 

“Seating of the jar with one pole of the coil and the CAST DOWN IN THE SEA, eee Seu 

“inner with the other; the poles of the coil being) WrrHouTsaying a word to the twodrunken men} “Blow me,” he muttered, “if things keeps on 


8 the same time connected by wires set an inch who were now roaring a waltz song, and wentithis way long allo’ ther eargo’ll be jettisoned, 


“ Once safe on shore I may repair the damage.” 
“Shall we heave some overboard?” 
“Yes, Hurry, hurry! Barney, Pomp! You in- 
decent, drunken brutes, to neglect your duty so 
shamefully! Come and help!” 

The two culprits had very guilty faces as they — 
jran down below, and Matt Mainbrace looked dis- 
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(Gas ere PRANK READE, JE, AND HIS GREYHOUND. OF THE) B® 
ie Ae as Ve ail Pye. ) x ; : er : ; 5 — = =a 
. an? we won't get much o’ that ’ere treasure, By| ‘Be calm!” shouted Frank. ‘We are not lost| tition e ee one an offense: will meet ‘With my 
fol, it’s a shathe!” re yet. There isameansof keeping her afloat. More eee Man thor saints av glory blése yer gineron. 
oh He ran after the others, and a minute later uplof the ballast must go overboard, Our lives are oe Me atc Frank, ai herve kee pineron g 
% fame more ofthe gold on deck through the hatch-|more valuable than the gold,’ ; Fs yer wid © 


; > oo. ae wa 

; : : ; cs Tni k?” asked the doctor, com-|me besht complimints, an’ a-hopin’ ther angels I} 
(eer de eee eee ane ce ate thouee, “t there is no. carthly/ke Yor bed in hven™ooela goog, goglt 8 
>. ‘The keel of the air-ship was just grazing theluse of my remaining at the wheel now.” Hey: Tne ae tarropting nial Gene by Barney 
érests of the waves as it went over, and as hea “All hands set to work with a will!’’ replied ete ai Sarna . giag & peohohese a hot. : 
after heap of the precious metal, incrusted with Frank, : ot mee iin -lens tied it ; pu tha | 
diamonds, rubies and sapphires, went splashing} He worked methodically, swiftly and-har im- a ie: Feat ahenanes were en 
into the sea the air-ship rose again, self, and the rest emulated his example with a will, @ sai ee Oo Sana rought up. 
She went up toa height of a hundred feet and| Boxes, barrels, packages and casks into which/from Bornes ee we aaa pace hen the helix” 
sped along at a very much reduced rate of-veloci-|the gold had been stored were thrown from the Cae ee Te anna se ne aa te to the | 
ty, yet she was clear for a while of the water, andjhold, rolled and earried to an open gangway and|dynamo m hold .off hip lighter — 
Frank eried: thrown overboard, A ie i, deen the hold of the water she had © 
** There! That will do, boys! Don’t send up any} ‘Thousands upon thousands of dollars were oa d : 4 
more yet, but stay where ees are awhile ireana east inte the Swale jaws of the renrorseless rank took the wy eae as the sails broke, 
of an emergency.” ; sea, and the ship, settling down, was soon beam-jout dase a ree oa tora wind, the half. 
He heard a loud crackling noise coming from/ends under the waves. wrecked: Greyhou ees aca es rye the islan 7 
the battery-room, and went down again in a hurry,; The water began to wash up over the decxs onjand — oer ee of t ris, With; 
only to see that the sparks were now snappingjall sides, and as the energetic voyagers workedon|May Biossom, ico: & sought shelter there.” 
fast and furious from the binding-post wires, the water lapped up all around their ankles, and|when they vee ae Bs. & ae th Sag 
It was evident that the leakage was becoming|when it got bit way up to their knees it began to} Withia a 5s " ss = ee / 2 Greyhound 
worse every moment, and he went up on deckjpour over the coaming of the hatehway down upon/forged up to Camberian has, and being of - 
again. the three men who were in the hold passing outjsuch light draught, She ine through the shoal. _ 
** Doctor, what is her rate of speed?” he shout-|the gold. ing water without ae aoe Soi 
ey ; ** Bevorral it’s schwampin’ we bes!” shouted Beyond they eou see the Great Barrier Ree 7 
_ ** The indicator says only ten miles an hour, Nasnee: ' ; an inemense oe oe re miles along the 
Frank, though the levers are out to the 200 notch,”! «Don’t stop |” cried Frank, tussling with a heavy|casterm coast of Australis, the OE teins aBainst | 
replied Vanoyke. box, “and we will yet save her. Work on! Quick |/thém bursting wi 4 under, and the | 
‘We are losing power at a fearful rate,” Quick !” water dashing high ee the air from burstiag, 
“Oan’t you r ale the damage?” The influx of water retarded them a good deal, Lorpere ven rete tr a anne re of the | 
: ‘Not while the wires are charged from the bat-|put they grimly toiled on, and pound eg pond eas nee eae es : trom: seegie ee noni j 
Ory.” ) ' jof gold went flying overboard, until the settling - 4 
“i ” : : ithe Greyhound through it with unerring precision, 
sf Tt will only aot atow malnuven (teak or. ok sone See cree tee ote _They passed between two rugged cliffs of beet.” 

** The island is only a league away now,” t was only a gradual, slow movement, though, |!ing black rock oe with the wager that 
“ But at the rate we are traveling it will takelang hundreds of pounds of the gold came out of/oroke against them, and rode into a small cove. | 
eighteen minutes for us to get there, at'six min-|the hold before the submerged air-ship’s deeks| ih a rocky shore that stretched away to where, q 
utes to the mile, Slow—dreadfully slow. Andloame up to a level with the surface of the sea once|* few Solitary pale trees grew, t { 
we are losing power in larger Pereeone @Very| more, ete are soem oP phe are in a 
j ; i iD ; < 7 ’ ere e 
Begs ae na the pregame of te cacao ae mepnen he bad gone down dJeopest,thy|rarynuuoh exhausted ahd EAGw iat ny Wa | 
He keenly watched the progress of the air-ship| Were toree : : é safe enough for the present, they turned in to get 
Hoe Wevarel minivtes duping ethics it went along at Aes well-nigh exhausted before the job wasisome much needen rest, E : Aq 
. e ~~ Ss * . rr é ’ 

its present height, then it began to gradually sink This was caused by the fact that the influx of The next ad y dawn ere they awakened, and 
down again. Pomp prepared a good breakfast, to which all did 1 
‘She is bound to strike the sea !” he muttered.’ |fO2S Upon tons of water that swept over the deck ample justice, y 
“‘ Mr, Reade,” said May Blossom. weighted her down by getting in the hold ard fill-| ay gxamination was made of the Greyhound, — 
“Well?” asked Frank, turning around, ing the place of the evacuated gold as fast as the and Frank saw that he would haye to beach her at | 
‘We have traveled one mile,” , [ballast was taken out, le by the assiq.|Ligh tide to make repairs, 4 
‘Then six minutes passed while we were/ele-|_ .4°wever, they overcame the trouble by the assid-| Pig was accordingly done, and by the aid of all ~ 


a Ee 
~— ~~ 


Ae ey Swe 


; 9 uity of their work, and when the Greyhound’s th : eal q 
Grek according to my wateh, as I timed our|/PUrden was lessened, and she appeared once more steer she was put into flying eondition im perp | 
flight,” ; y : freighted to the scuppers, they knew that thedan- Frank then made an estimate of the weight of | 


ger was pastfor the present, and that they might|:,, remaining gold in the hold, and caleulating | 
ive coe ior satin sails On board,” said Che ee te Of teas id . . ae eae the had 
will probably be down six minutes. Then but a\{t@2%» When they were all assembled on deck, biitied tn tie coland in “order Hak the romabiiea 
loss of as much gold as you just threw overboard,|_,224 85 the machinery has come to an entire stand- weight would equibalance the power of the ma. J 
once more will give us six minutes elevation again|Still we can fasten the canvas to tLe helix uprights, chinery | 
and that with the loss sustained during the de-|*24 the rudder will steer us to yonder nearest isl- Darkness had fallen by this time, the sk looked “J 
scent would land us well upon the dry land,” | |®%4_.vith this free wind in no time.” threatening, and rain titel to fall, : oe 
“That is a neat calculation, Miss Blossom, but ae ee feces remedy for every evil,| 4 ‘rumbling—a sudden shock—a terrific ex a 
and mantally oaleulate what the ceneiive reneai| «Experience has taught mo to be careful about Siattled thent, Gud fine teeeieee tae 
at the back of them reflect into our brains that wel°Very ‘Bing. 1 ’ 
are only a league from shore, We may have mis- 


‘* It will take twelve more to reach the island.” 
“Yes. I’ve been calculating. Say six minutes 
elevation, and six of depression or descent. We 


z p They were all dining in the cabin at the time, | 

© only & league é ave may mae Ce il can May Blossom be?” asked Harry and as Frank rushed out on deck he felt the ship J 
calculate edistance by a mile ortwo, Distances|/SUGsenly. igh ; Shaking and rocking on the ground in a frightful 4 
~ are most deceiving mn the water, you know. Ha! .. aie Piles ead cent oh ie airkion: ank, matiner, i . 4 
We are down again |” ¢ | RS : . | A peculiar, gaseous odor filled the air,and he 9 

. §* More ballast overboard ! eried the doctor, | Good boy. And you Barney, Pomp and Mattisaw tthe wat tlees, ground, in fact the whole | 
Up came a large cask and several boxes through|8°t Out those sails. | 


ase ap ‘ , {island shaking. 
the hatchway from Mainbrace, Barney and Pomp, Yis, sor,” said Barney, saluting and moving & : 


3 

Then the truth suddenly flashed across bis mind. 

Frank and Howard seized them, and with re-|®Way. Pei ants “ What is it?” . ae 

_ gretful sighs sent them down into the sea, “ Sold on, you villain !” interposed Frank, “ Are am nauseated pr SES ; the does Sonera a 
The Greyhound ducked into the rolling wayes,,|YOU Sober yet? 


ee 5 ? : 
“I am ‘that, sor,” said Barney, coming to a Doctor, can’t you understand this?” 


‘ sending a shower of briny spray up over the deck, biti “ It seems as if the Judgment Day has come!” Pe 


and glided along on top of them for some dis- “And it is almost as bad. We may be engulfed — 


- tance. “Then explain to me where you and Pomp got|—swall > tr 
Then she sprang up into the air again, fluttered|that whisky.” " pe ORE aes up by land and sew ed yung 


” 
ey uate a ioe pote au ee i as a bit ic Brine Ischmuggied aboord at! “ It is an sateen you Oe 
sudden rush she came down and settled in the|Sydney for medica porposes, sor,” said Ba B ! a 
waves: with a guilty look, poses, SOr, rney,, Boom! Boom! Boom! cameasullen, muffled | 


The helices had suddenly ceased whirling, and} ‘‘ And you was taken violently sick and needed Dy a torr Ie re one ee ee ae 


; ; rei by a terribl indi , ToCks 
the prgwelers were rapidly coming to a standstill,|it, I suppose, while in the discharge of your duty fall srphinie wink eS island was apik Sn two, 
while from the battery room emanated a series ofjas pilot.” and voleanic flames Jeaped up from the ping fle 4 
explosions and shocks that plainly told Frank that} ‘Shure, an’ it’s cramps I had———” sure all around the Greyhou nd . e i 
the electric storing jars were emptied. *“ And thereby endangered all our lives,” y . an 

He was rather pale in the face as he watched the| “Mr, Frank, sor, bedad it’s” Ti wat 
actions of the air-ship in the water, and his heart| ‘Have you got that bottle?” CHAPTER XXXVII. 


gave a great throb of dismay as he noticed that the 
ballast was yet too heavy for her, and that she was 
gradually sinking! 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


cee Aca ned Paces whin I__” THE GOLDEN IDOL OF BUDDAL = 
at is that sticking out of your pocket now?” AN earthquak 1 Cumberland — 
baie oe Hi nae bottle | How sorprised I am! islands meant utter Cicotrieton aan Frank real- 
: ; Sah ized it at once, “aaa we 
He pied ali ralpeow nin Syme isik nore it over to me at once, and stop your| When the last fearful explosion ceeurred, he felt | 
CUMBERLAND IsLanDs were fully a mile distant] “But, Masther Frank, there’s only ther wee would certainly eee the Gre Sr is jaw 
when the Greyhound struck the sea, and as Frank|tashte av a dhrop in ther bottom, an’ it’s a bornin’ All the oth 54 iat . aa “the gelyes, and - 
observed that the ship was being dragged down by|shame ter chook it inter ther Say loike yer did that|realizin what wi h pantee h ; lost all thought — 
the sheer weight of the ballast, he turned to the goold, more, be ther same foken, that me wind-lof finishin their appenrs? aT out on the 
others and exclaimed: | poipe is dhroy, an’ me heart abreakin’ intoirely|deck Some BOPP, ald tee 
“Ido not want any of you to become panic-|wid me hard work,” ; In ‘th é ‘ost-threatening 
stricken, but the fact is we are sinking.” ‘‘ Drink what is left then, as you certainly hayelni xt ie darkness of the temptest-threateniOg 
A general murmur of alarm succeeded this an-ldone your duty to save the Ship from sink s ot for the ire tee all over 


nouncément, (But mind you, Barney, and you, too, Pomp, a spe eerie for the electrie lights burning sb 





_ FRANK READE, J8., AND HIS GREYHOUND CF THE AIR. 


i frank rushed up'to:the pilot-house, followed by|to be of such service to Frank and his friends wa me : Eval bee 
he doctor, and springing in, he pulled out thejno mere than a miss of scattered debris eine i Hare EER ty a sO, epi 
Beli aie to raise'the air-ship from the shaking ne ae of ae oe its place taken by a smooth| ‘‘Serious,eh? Oan I aid you?” UES Ss ae 
Pound. : Sneet ol water that showed n it; * in ti ¢ i eA ede 
fit the same time he-started. the search-light, washed over, 7 ote tee Ay Well, drive ahead Tm eeKine ce ee 
Hits broad, Serie Srere. Bie out akead onthe! “ Masther Frank, ther jars is behavin’ thim-| ‘Get all hands under cover as soon as possible 
ound, and ee - im at ee Was.a Vast rent selves 7 came uw voice up the speaking tube. in the cabin, and I will turn on heat so that none — 
ithe earth beside the Greyhound, from which} Is the dynamo working properly?” called|of you will freeze to death, Wemaygetbeyondth 
Isanated furious, sullen roars, as the sea water|Frank., | height at which man ean live if 1 don’t stop thi, 
shed in upon the burning underground gases,| ‘“ Reg’lar as an old clock,” Greyhound intime. Thatis when ourdanger wil } 
using an mense sheet of steam to atise witha! “All right, Stay down there four hours, and|commence, Go—put them on their guard.” bo 
perce hissing noise. e wateh the machinery. 1am not going to huve any| Foreseeing that some great calamity had befall 
jforan instant -he Greyhound did net:respond|more accidents happen us now just for the wantlen them, but ignorant of what the catastrophy 
ithe lever, and Frank began to get anxious. of a little watehfulness,” was, Harry Howard ran up to the others and in 
i He had repaired the leakage of the accumulators,| “Och, it's a hermit’s job, sor, an’ as it’s moighty|formed them of what Frank said. 
ind substituted a battery of Leyden jars. lonesome I’ll be, if yer would be koind enough| The young inventor soon procured histools, and © 
i That the electric cursent was not strong enoughiter sind ther nagur down wid me, Masther Frank, |hurried back to the professor, whom he found en-. 
get the-ship noes evident. ; dear, Shure an’ I eould whoile away ther toime|gaged at watching the mercury in the thermome- 
y2 e Greyhound remained motionless an ‘instant,/more pleasantly be tazin’ him wid me fut on ther|ter, which was rapidly falling to.zero. 
nd Frank knew he would have no time ‘to additails av his coat———” There was a set of instruments on the switeh- 
hore battery; ‘then the thelices began to revolve) “ There—there! That will do! I’m going to/jboard designed for measuring and gauging, and 
Howly, and with a spasmodic effort the -air-ship|punish you for getting drunk yesterday by keep-|the old scientist kept them under the closest ex- 
lose to a height of a few feet from the ground, and|ing you employed in solitary confinement, and|amination all the time. 
pak down again. shall send Matt Mainbraée down to relieve you af-| ‘ Well,” said Frank, attacking the screws in the. 
4 ery of terror from the others out on deck |ter the time of your watch below expires.” board, ““how are we going, professor? Isee you 
lhused Frank to look overthe side, and a deathly; ‘ Faix, it’s hard upon me ye be’s.” are observing the indicators.” © ° 
pllor overspread his face as he observed that the; “ Not in the least.” ‘* There isa marked difference between our as- 
hip had fallen on the brink of the great split in i Then give me ther laist taste av consolation,’’|cent and the fall of a parachute, which would go 
Fe earth, How do you mean?” down only two feet per second. Weare going up 
fi 


She was half on the ground and half over-)| “Set Pomp on a red hot schtove for foive min-lat the rate of one thousand feet a minute from 
pnging the dark gulf, waile from beneath her |nits an’ let me hear him yell. Shure it would dolour former elevation of eight hundred feet.” 

fall the edge of the chasm was crumbling from/me heart a power av good, sor,” “And what elevation have we now attained?” 

\ weight, and it became evident that in a min-| Frank closed the tube without replying, a smile] ‘Just four thousand five hundred feet, and as 

femore she would either topple over into thejupon his face, and started the propellers faster|there are 5,280 feet to a mile, we lack 780 feet to at- 

pyss or else the ground would give away beneath just as the doctor came into the pilot-house to see|tain that distance, but atour present rate of ascent 
ibd send her crashing down anyhow. ow the machinery was working. it will only occupy half a minute, or about fifty- 

}Quick as a flash Frank apprehended the danger.) He held a golden image of Buddai, the aboriginal |faqur seconds, to attain the first mile.” 

And equally as fast he found the remedy, Australians’ god, in his hand, he having taken it} ‘I must work quickly or we may perish.” 

JA jerk at the helix-lever brought it to its last|from a temple in the buried mountain city. “True, Frank. A voltaic pile at the earth with- 

pich, and he pulled out a brass plugin the con-| “‘ What are you doing with that thing?” asked/out a condenser would work well, and give one de- 
wting-plate at the bettom of the switch-board|Frank,. {gree to the electrometer, if it consisted of sixty 
d thrust it in another hole, thereby disconnect-| ‘‘Iam going to keep itasacuriosity. Repre-|courles of silver and zine, the barometer would 

wthe Leyden jar battery from the machinery,|senting the existance of Buddhism among those|mark about twenty-eight inches, the thermometer 

id substituting that of the accumulators, ipeople, it confirms the fact that Buddhism is thejabout seventy degrees, and the air would be dense. 

ithe moment the Leyden jar current was cut off,|prevaling religion of the world. Buddha meansjand easily breathed. The pile now gives only five-. 

pi during the brief interval required for the|the ‘‘ Wise.” There are a variety of ways to spell|sixths ofa degree to the same electrometer, but- 
famo to operate and charge the wires, the ma-jit,and the Chinese, owing to the meagerness of|the galvanic flame is more active than at earth,’ 

Jinory suddenly stopped. their articulations, come no nearer the sound than| ‘ What is that—thesun?” asked Frank, glaneing- 

the Greyhound, haying nothing then to sustain|“ Foe,” and for the same reason convert Bramah|up as he worked on to get at the stump of the. 

if, began to slip down into the roaring chasm,into“Fan.”’ This one is an excellent type. See—|broken lever. : 

E bettom of which could not be seen in the densejit is incrusted with magnificent diamonds and) It was really the sun they saw through the up- _ 

Prkness below. other precious stones, and it weighs fully twenty-jper mists, looking like a white ball, and as if it 

here came erash upon crash as the earth and/five pounds—feel.” was shorn of his power, while under the horizon- 
ks gave away, and a horrible, grinding noise} He handed the image toward Frank, but unfort-|tal plain below their horizon and at an angular dis- 

Ht made the entire air-ship shake as she slidjunately he let go of it before it Was seized, and it|tance from the plane equal to that of the sun above. 
Svoward, feli with a violent crash. it, they saw a second sun, which resembled the ac- 

Jiverybody’s nerves were drawn. The helix lever was directly beneath it, and it/tual sun reflected in a sheet of water. 

Weath in a fearful form stared them rigidly injstruck the handle such a violent blow that it} This second sun was merely an optical delusion 

Kir faces. knocked the jointed end in and broke the handle/formed by the reflected sun’s rays on the horizon-. 

Wown went the Greyhound ! oir, tal faces of the crystals floating in a high eloud 

jigroan pealed from every mouth, Instantly the helices, put at full speed, whirled |ranging above the Greyhound. 

Whe shoek flung them over. . |faster, and the Greyhound shot up into the air at) The professor explained the phenomena. Frank 

Whey glanced wildly around. ja fearful velocity ! ; went on with his work, and having fastened: alt » 

Gian dense darkness everywhere save for) Both Frank and the professor uttered ejacula-jthe remaining levers, he got the switch-board off 

electric lights, tions of dismay, for they saw that they could notithe wall. 

When there sounded a shrill buzzing and whist-\decrease the velocity of revolution of the helices,| Seizing thestump of the helix lever with the 
1g, . as there was now nothing to catch hold of without|wrench, he made an effort to drag it out of the 
he dynamo had taken hold of the machinery. |taking the key board down and securing it with ajslot into which it was jammed, when to his dis- 
moment of intense, anxious suspense fol-|wrench. i may he found that it was bent in the hole, and ree 

A ‘ This operation would consume considerable) mained perfectly immovable, 
Then up shot the Greyhound into the air withajtime, and before it could be accomplished the) As long as it remained in, the air-ship was bound 
firr, the dark canyon left belowgthe convulsions/ship would go up, up, up into ihe frigid regions to ascend, and he saw that the only way in which 
hature left below, the danger left below, andjabove, when they all might perish of the coid andjit could be secured would be to heat the iron with 
¥y darted to cloudiand in safety. rarity of the stifling atmosphere! a blow-pipe, hammer it straight witha cold chisel, 
po cheer greeted their salvation. To eut the helix wires, which was the only and then withdraw it. 

Pragged thus suddenly and unexpectedly out ofjalternative, would be twice as bad, for once the| This work would occupy many valuable min- 
very mouth of the grave that gaped to receive|current was stopped, theair-ship would fall, and/utes, and all the while the runaway Greyhound 

}n, cach one sent a prayer to God of unutter-jthey would perish before reaching the sea below... |would keep on mounting. ; 

‘thankfulness. It was a trying position in which that simple} ‘“Itis getting cold,” he exclaimed, **Pearfully 

fhad been a most trying ordeal to pass through, |accident of the falling image had placed them, andjcold !” : 

‘fonce at the height of eight hundred feet over|as they glanced blankly at each other they read in| ‘ We have attained a height of 75,400 feet,” said 
Fisland they found themselves comparatively|that look the utter despair both of them felt. the old professor, keenly eying the displaced in- 
jagain above the storm. ‘i a ‘te a ae pee We are exactly five 

‘freral hours passed uneventfully by, the air- CHAPTER XXXVIIL" POR AUN, Soya tees an ate iene | 

4 ¥ « v ‘J see that the thermometer is te e- 

Psoing on swiitly. LOST—52,800 FEET IN THE AIR. low Zero? pane tees re 


{Barney !” shouted Frank, a few hours before 
mn of da 3 : As the helix lever had been drawn out to its) “And tho rarefaction of the air is becoming 


y. ; ° z 7) 
iis, sor {” i elrishman, who stood out/|furthest limit, and there was a powerful battery on,|troublesome, Frank, 
f or replied th ’ the eels DaGiy was fant tho air-ship darted . They both experienced oe illness praeaiceny 
TG ry room and see if thejapward with extraordinary velocity. 1eir systems, an Increasing buzzing in their ears, 
4 Shokan battery Frank shut off the action of the propellers, andjpains, dilated chests, quickened pulse, swelled 
‘Tay, sor, an’ it’s troo ther chube I'll be afterjleft the wheel in the hands of the professor, whilejlips, bleeding at the eyes, and the life fluid run- . 
ke yer.” - he dashed os to ar ‘ serew-driver and a wrench F ing to their heads made their hats seem to fit too 
| i ollowed. from the tool-chest below decks, ight. Sanna 
Sia eee deen at the devastation on| Like a cannon-ball shot from a high-pressure} “‘A strange lethargy begins to steal over me,” 
island, and he saw the peculiar phenomena ofjhydraulic gun the Greyhound sped skyward, audjsaid Frank. Sur 
ining flashing amid the ascending clouds of redjas the young inventor Was passing the others they) “ Fight it off—it is a death-trance—a fatal sleep- 
hing smoke and haze that came up from the observed that something was amiss. iness, my hoy.’ 
nd ae we ascending pretty fast, Frank?” asked Near the ao Siig aN eel had been perfect- 
he. showed him to what a mar-|Howard.” y pure; upat the elevation they were at it as- 
: . cuban hupmynrete Se ded by suddenly up-| “Too fast,” he paused to reply, sumed a gray, misty look, the dazzling brightness . 
fr ng the entire strip of land in a chaotic mass, © Why, whatis up?” of the sun was diminished, as was its heat, and 
lamid a vivid sheet of flame and smoke itthen| “ We are. But seriously, the Greyhound is run-|the beautiful blue sky began to deepen into a dark 
k beneath the ocean’s crest never to appearjning away.” fi >| purple. ; Neat 
Ss * You don’t say! Any danger?” There was extreme difficulty in breathing, and 
hat had once been the tiny island that proved] ‘We may burst through inte heaven quite sud-‘all the metal work became so cold it would have 
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a burnt the hands to have touched any ofit without/from the storm had been distinetly heard, and atigation there is only one force—the wind—and no 
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- first covering the part touched. seven miles it was seen that cirrus clouds were not|point of support by the use of which to-use it;) 


By sheer force of will Frank shook off the dead-|composed of water as other clouds are. therefore, once in the wind with sails, we must 


oh y coma that filled him with an intense longing to} This was merely the science of their experience.jobey the wind to guide us. ien, in 1755, imag. 
ie } 8 





right down, abandon all volition and go tast| Despite the heat filling the cabin, all the rest had/ined that the air was divided in two stratas, the 
. ceteon: for he knew, in a confused rok that|/been peatrael but when they came down to theirj/lower denser en Ane CPD EE a that an air-ship 
should he do so all would perish. original altitude the doctor was the first to recover once raised into t © hig e , would Rane on the 
It depended solely upon him to save their lives |his senses, heavier lower als as 8 pap being filled with air 
_—he must not give up—and he rushed out to get| He got up feeling as if pins and needles weréjwill float on the heavier Me ci ; bey 
‘he tools he needed to finish his task of salvation.|going through him, and saw Frank lying on the) The voyagers spent a watchful day gliding alo 
The air-ship was lostin thesky! » floor beside him, totally unconscious, but stillla few hundred feet above the ocean’s level, but ag 
All was deathly still—fearfully quiet in those re-|rigidly grasping the wrench that held the stump|the evening came on, a new cause for apprehen. 
mote regions, in which not even the highest flying|of the lever in an unrelaxing hold. sion suddenly appeared, 


birds could live. They were over the trackless sea, no land in} It was a small black cloud that rolled up on the 


Below, the earth had faded from sight, while|sight, all trace of the storm gone, and daylightjhorizon, and growing bigger each moment, it 
around the air-ship floated clouds of fine, needle-|breaking in the eastern sky low down on the hor-igradually began to overspread the sky with an 
like, icy particles, and through the dark immen-|izon. : _.,.._, ominous aspect. Te 
sity of space glowed the stars very vividly. The Greyhound was covered witha thick frost,) “There isa big storm off yonder, Frank,” said 
_ Up, up, up went the Greyhound, traversing anjand all the glasses had cracked, while here and|the professor uneasily, as he pointed at the dark. 
unknown track in our atmespheric envelope, dart-|there the steel plates had done the same thing. ening sky, ‘‘ which is gradually gathering its forces 
ing into awful regions never cleft:by man before,| But the machinery was working properly, andjtogether and sweeping toward us as if it might 


and still going upward. - Jafter the doctor had regulated the helices and pro-jburst by the time it gets bere,” Megert| 
The Greyhound seemed immobile, and the vast|pellers he procured a bottle of whisky and made} ‘‘No sooner do we get outof one trouble than 
masses of clouds seemed to precipitate themselves|an effort to revive Frank.. we are into another,” said Frank gloomily, “In, 


down upon the earth, but in reality the matter was} The rapid transition from the rarified atmos-|the condition the Greyhound is now in, many of 


caused by the immobility of the floating clouds,|phere into-the denser air had done much to resus-|her plates cracked and her machinery out of 


and the rapid ascent of the air-ship. citate him, though, and the professor had not beenjorder, if once we are swept down in the sea she 
. It is alleged that no one can become dizzy up|at him long when he recovered. | would leak like a sieve, and we'd sink. 

in an aerostat, as to get in that condition'one must} ‘*The helix lever!” gasped Frank in frantic) ‘You are despondent, my boy.” 

see something on his own level, and as there isitones as he struggled to his feet. ‘ Dragit out!) “Iam not losing courage, doctor—I never do.” 


nothing on a level with the air-ship:'to measure the|Drag it out!” _ “Then why are you so cast down in spirits?” 

motion of the vessel by, no dizziness can result.} ‘*‘ Hush! Calm yourself, my boy, It is all right.”| “Because ve got astrong foreboding of im- 

But in this connection it appears that the clouds} ‘‘ Ah! Doctor Vaneyke—is it possible——” pending trouble,” bea 

are left out of the question, for on their level they| ‘* You have saved us, Frank.” “Nonsense! Don’t let such a chimera worry 

appear as solid as they do from earth, and range| ‘* Then we have descended?” ; you.” x ; 

along different stratas of atmosphere at different} ‘* Exactly, and are traveling smoothly in safe; ‘‘Can’t help my premonition, sir, by any means.” 

heights, which would be quite sufficient to give rise |quarters.” ‘‘You have grave fears, then?” : 

to dizziness and thereby overcome the aforesaid} ‘* Thank Heaven for that. But the others?” ‘““The very worst a man could entertain.” 

theory. é **T will see to them if you are well enough to} “And they are——” 
When Frank came staggering back to the pilot-|mind the wheel.” “That this invention of mine, like all the rest, is 

house, he did not see any signs of the rest of his} ‘‘Oh, yes. I’m faint—dizzy—sick; but I canjdoomed. 

passengers, and therefrom deducted that they had|do it.” ‘Bosh! You have got the blues badly.” 

retired to the cabin with Barney, who’ had been} ‘*‘ Then I'll return in a few minutes.” |." Perhaps. Yet I am thoroughly convinced that 

called up from the battery room. And so saying the professor hurried out and|the storm which is coming down upon us is going 


Hezt had been turned into the room, so that they|made his way aft, where he found the rest in muchjto ruin the air-ship,” | 
couldn’t yet be sufferiug as frank and the doctor|better condition than he and Frank had been,| “Then for Heaven’s sake do not tell the others 
were, exposed to the raw air. . jowing to the heat keeping them warm when up atjand scare them, but let us make preparations for 

He groped his way back and found the doctor|that fearful height. . every emergency.” 
lying on the floor of the pilot-house immovabie,|} He told them what they had passed through,| The doctor’s suggestion was carried ont, and us 
rigid and soundly sleeping. | and they all came out on deck, while he returned|the night crept on, the wind arose to a northeast 

It was impossible to awaken him, as he was stu-|to Frank and found the youth almost himself again.|gale, and a pall-like blackness settled down upon 
pefied, and Frank’s courage and determination}; An exaniination of the Greyhound exposed thejeverything. 
were called into full play to fight off the intolera-|fearful racking she got by being contracted and| Muttering thunder rumbled and rolled in the dis- 
ble desire he had to emulate the doctor’s example.|expanded so fearfully in the two extremes of tem-|tance, each clap seeming to draw nearer the Grey- 

He did not give in, though, yet each second the|/perature into which she had been so violentlyjhound, while ever and anon a vivid flash of light- 
bitter cold was intensifying, his face became swol-|dashed; but it was seen that the damage need notining tore through the dark sky. 
len, his limbs stiff, his breath stentorious, and his|necessarily interfere with her operations. The electrical apparatus became exceedingly af- 
mind enfeebled. When the sun wasup, and all hands were en-jiected by the electrified air, but the ship went 

He was bleeding at the mouth, nose, eyes and|tirely recovered from their rough usage, Frank|steadily on her course, | 
ears, and could hardly move, his mind in a whirl,|took an observation of the sun, and found that] The clocks struck seven. 
and he fought hard to retain his flagging facul-|they were exactly three hundred miles out from) It seemed to be a magical signal to the storm 


ties. the Great Barrier Reefs. king, for the heaped-up clouds burst over the 
Everything around him was getting intensely} ‘‘Since our last troubles,” said he to Harry\doomed Greyhound as the last silvery tinkle 
dark, Howard, ‘‘I find that she does not work as welljsounded, and with the roar of a thousand battery 


He crawled into the pilot-house, summoned up|as she formerly did. The Leyden jar battery didjof artillery the thunder burst forth, 
all his nerve, and chokingly attacked the broken/|not avail me for the reason that I did not put on| Again and again the hoarse and echoing boom- 


- lever stump. enough, and the bearings of the wheels are wornjing pealed out, accompanied by glaring tongues 


It seemed ages to him as he worked, but onlyjout by the grit from the sandstorm we éncounter-lof zig-zagging lightning that split the murky sky 
minutes passed, and he suddenly fell down on his}ed coming over, coupled with the tension broughtilike a cleaver. 


- Knees, to bear upon them by the weight of the ballast we} Then the rain descended in torrents. 


- thousand feeta minute at an angle,andinaro-| ‘* But couldn’t you inerease her speed bythe use| She leakedt 


“Thank God!" be hoarsely gasped. carry.” Beaten down, the air-ship drove along over the 
_ His almost rigid fingers clutched the wrench} ‘* But you have no fear of her foundering again|piteching and tumbling waves of the sea, until with 
ina desperate grip, and the straightened stump/before we reach the Pacific slope of America, haveja deafening explosion an electric bolt few iown 
was jerked out partly. Ate you?” , _ {from the sky, struck the steel hull, and enveloped 

He fixed his glance upon the indicator, ‘*It is hard to say, in the condition she is nowjin an electrical glare of a strange color, the Grey- 

It marked 52,800 feet—ten miles—above the sea !|in.” hound was dashed down further and plunged In 

It was'terrible! Such a height had neVer before} ‘Such an event would end us.” _ |the sea, 
been attained. - “* All we can do in future is to keep within a safe ei arom 

The thermometer registered forty degrees below |distance of the sea, so that if any accidents occur, - CHAPTER XL + 
zero and froze—the other instruments failed to act,|we could get down ina hurry; and if the ship has : j 
and intense darkness surrounded the air-ship. to be abandoned, I’ve got a large, portable boat THE STORM-KING’S REVELS. 

Warmly wrapped up as he was, a chill struck his|stowed away on board by means of which wemight| Tam storm that burst upon the Greyhound prom- 
vey heart. p | |Save ourselves.” 3 ised to be one of the most severe Frank Reade, Jr., 

e groaned, and still clutching the stump lever,| It was rather a gloomy outlook, but there was\had ever experienced. | 
he fainted. no way to get out of it, and Howard made up his} Everybody but the young inventor and Dr. 
. mind that they would have to run their chances|Vaneyke had gone into the cabin to be out of the 
CHAPTER XXXIX,. on a kind Providence. way of danger, but Frank and the old scientist re- 
Pe a 0S ic i Bad “She goes slower, doesn’t she?” he asked|mained in the pilot-house, not daring to trust the 

THE APPR SHNGER. thoughtfully? | | “ air-ship to the management of any one else. 

THe ascent of the Greyhound. at the rate of one] ‘‘ Very much; at only half her former speed.}: Struek by the lightning-bolt.and beaten down 
thousand feet per minute had oceupied just fifty-/You see she has had some pretty hard usage,jinto the sea three hundred miles from land, the 
two minutes, but her fall was at the rate of two|)Howard.” % racked oe was ina most pitiful condition. 

a , and a rough the cracks in her steel plates, 
tary motion, thus occupying twenty-six minutes tojof the sails you utilized when on the water?” and the rough weather cameinthrouga the broken 
bring her down to eight hundred feet of the sea} ‘‘ Not in the least,” replied Frank, with a smile.|glasses. : Ne 
again. fh 1f* You must understand the difference between| The fiery illumination wrought by the lightning 

cone mile’s height the temperature was forty|aerostation and ship sailing. Exposing canvas up|eame from the electric fluid, saturating the thin 





_ degrees, and at the dew point thirty-eight; at five/here to the wind, the ship would be rent to pieces|steel plates of which the vessel had been built, and 


miles the temperature was minus five degrees, and|as its propellers would be driving it one way whilelas it communicated with the charged wires run- 


the dew point minus thirty-six, and at ten miles|the wind might be struggling to force it off at an ning all over the ship from the accumulator-jars, 


the. cold measured forty below zero, and the airjangle with the direction traveled. ‘In the case of|there had been a sudden loss of power. . 
‘was so dry that no humidity could be registered.|a ship's sailing, there are two forces operating,| This suspension of the motive and suspensory 

The navigators had experienced asudden failure|namely, the active force of the wind and the pas-|force had left the Greyhound disabled momentar- 
of the optic nerve, and a numbness and muscular|sive force of water’s resistance, It is by workinglily, thus causing her to plunge down into the rag- 


~ Joss of vitality. these powers one against the other that the ship 


. < 


gest 





x sea. os | | 
_ At twenty-two thousand feet aclap of thunderican be navigated in any direction. In aerial nayvi- - he electric lights were sdddenly extinguished. | 
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a That made the surrounding gloom seem to In- 














tensity. 2 fee are gail were in, yet there was another|lightning blazing around hi 
aera : t 5 
poauent aus roaring mountainous wayes, she} We mineedenacne Pine exclaimed, BRAS ane Wranerae | 
}was buffeted about like a cork for a few moments,| “Ah! More of Jove’s playthings above us 
shipping a vast quantity of water, and lying asjeh?” 
‘helpless as a log, 
, i nee Bore yo eaeree a BoSiOr in alarm, 
NOL. pled rank, desperately. ‘See! “Byno means. They haye a sinister look.” 
oe Heme claw 9 hog eee ees ont and} ‘Much worse than the ones Rel Ga I think.” 
| whel of the intérfere . isk ( 
co ae We will mount above abate Te OTY ea OER Sot Ganon ne 
the waves again, doctor,” Thi i : 
DALIT bea the indicutorn eho maniimatin coke » This advice was hardly necessary for a sheet of 
: onan signs returning assure me of our se- 
eurity. 
, “Security ! In this gale! It can Only be tem- 
| porary.’ 
. “Sy! but we need only one assuranee.”’ 
Bins What is that?” y ee 
_ “Why, that the worst of the storm is‘gone,” 
_ “Tt will take a long time to pass over.” | 
: ns Assuredly. But we must fight it until it does.”/a hundred yards of the billows. 
But even then we will be worse off than now,”| The din that came up from the angry sea struck 
Battered, no doubt, but better able to live onjterror to their souls, and the leaping and surging| ‘A fearful snapping noise !” ‘ 
the sea. ee waves mounted to an enormous height asif eagerly} “Look! The wires are all sureharged by the 
pLOueD re a yet the loss of the, Greyhound?” anxious to drag the airship into their embrace and|electricity in the air, and are becoming luminous. 
With all candor I do. carry her down to the mythical caverns of mer-|That is a bad omen.” | x 


Pectabta bent need a calmer sea to live in your|maids on the bed of the séa, “And the snapping noise we hear is produced 


“Decidedly. Thatis what I am aiming at,” 
Bas Here—help me with the wheel: it is too much|momentary glare the dismantled hull of a wrecked ting, or softening, or melting them!” 
for me. schooner driven along on the water below at the} ‘Shall I apprise the others?” * 
“By Jove! it does wrench hard !’? merey Of the wind and the waves. ‘*You may as well, to be prepared,” 
e Pull that lever, Frank, to put the pump in mo-| But scarcely had he observed this sad sight when! Frank shouted through the cabin speaking tube, 
there sounded an explosion of the fire ball, nearjand the rest were informed of the danger men- 
the cabin, and the door was flung open, a shriek|acing them. 
pealed out above the din of the warring elements,| ‘‘The Greyhound proceeds slower,” observed 
and May Blossom rushed out on deck. the doctor, *‘and I notice that the helices are los- 
Only an instant the frightened girl stood, andljing strength—diminishing the numbers of their 
then a violent lurch of the hull knocked her down/revolutions, Frank.” , 
€ : and sent her rolling over to the lee railing. ‘* You are right, doctor. Ha! listen togthat !”” 
** What a relief to my mind !”” She arose, and seizing a dangling rope, she made} It was a fearful peal of thunder directly over 
"Do you observe how the wind keeps pushing|an effort to steady herself, when another flerce roll/their heads, and the air-ship trembled like an asp- 
us down?” ofthe Greyhound whirled her off into space fromjen with the shock. 
| “Readily. But our heavy golden ballast has'the deck ! The accompanying blaze of lightning lit up the 
something to do with that, I am afraid, Frank,”| In the eabin doorway stood Harry Howard, the|sea for many miles around, and they once more 
said the old gentleman. ; picture of mute despair, while in back of him/saw the wretched wreck laboring in the seas be- 
Glare after glare of lightning lit up the sky, fol-jcrowded Barney, Pomp and.Matt Mainbrace, look-|neath them. 
‘lowed by continuous claps of thunder as the air-ling our. Great waves were making breaches over her’, anW 
ship arose again. Frank had seen the accident, and leaving the/jat one instant she was engulfed, while at the next 
She seemed to leap up and shake the brine from|wheel in the hands of Doctor Vaneyke, he dashedjshe rose up out of the brine and was tossed along 
her hull, but only to be drenched as badly by the/out to the spot where the girl had disappeared. again. : 
falling rain, He waited for a sueceeding flash of lightning to| The sight was one of awful grandeur. . 
Up she shot among the low hanging stormjcome, and then he saw that one end of the rope} After that enormous peal of thunderdiad away, 
clouds before Frank was well aware of it, and the|was fastened to a ring bolt.on the railing, while|the flashing lightning became almost incessant, 
electric search light blazing out ahead again’show-|the other end hung over the side, and the girl ajand the Greyhound was constantly outlined in the 






















house with extreme difficulty, ‘‘ but she is a cour- 






clouds,” to the rope until we secured her.” 







wheel, and told him what had just occurred. 















said the doctor, ° 
*Thatisbad. It is bad enough now.” 








Ship, and beat her,from her plane to a lower strata|come true,” 
of air below the first series of storm clouds over 
the sea. 

Hail stones as big as walnuts came showering 
upon the ill-fated ship, pelting her with the rattling|chances are all against her fighting through this 
jsound of musketry in an army engagement, and|storm.” | 
as the pressure on the helices was reduced, the| ‘I just sent Barney word to prepare the boat for 
Greyhound darted down in circles again to within|use.” Deal 
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** Av wise provision.” 
“Hark! What is that?” 
















Ah, yes; the hold must be inundated with sea 
water.” . 
_ “There goes the last of that grotesque glow.” 
And the Greyhound is getting in motion,” 
**T can hear the helices buzzing.” 
** And we are rising, doctor.’’ 





ed him that the air-ship was in the midst- of ajdozen yards below the ship, was clinging to it. blinding glow like some unfortunate bird swept 
monstrous cloud, toward which another cloud was} ‘May!’ shouted Harry Howard frantically, as/out of its latitude. 
rushing with appalling velocity. he rushed out on deck. ‘‘ And here is the last cause of alarm which I 


“Up, up! Higher!” shouted the professor,| ‘Stand back!’ cried Frank. ‘I will save her!”/have been looking for quite awhile,” said the doc- 
grasping the helix-lever and pulling it out further.| The next moment he was beside the rope tojter suddenly. ; | 
“The two clouds will meet in a moment and light-|which the girl was clinging, and seized hold of it) “1am prepared for anything, professor, What 
ning will fly out of them in all directions as soonjoutside the railing. > jis it?” Rab ase 
as they do!” ; E “Our power is diminishing fast.” 
Aloft darted the Greyhound. : CHAPTER XLI. , Then we are sinking?” 
Then there came a heavy booming that nearly THE. LOSS OF THE GREYHOUND. **Look! We are driving down at the sea like a 
deafened them as the air-ship shot through the b 
black vapor, and a huge spark flew from the edge|tempest swaying the ship so violently, to retain|wreck!” 
of the meeting clouds, with an appalling report it|his footing on deck, , i Quick, then, guide her that way !” 
burst, and myriads of brilliant, dazzling sparks} But he braced himself against the railing, and What are your hopes?” | | 
shot in all directions, some vanishing in space and|gaining a firm hold upon the rope to which the; * To buoy up the air-ship with the wreck?” 
others forming in streaks that whizzed off at algirl was clinging, he began to haul it up, when} ‘I fear it will be impossible,” 
tangent. Harry Howard joined him. *“Vetitis our only salvation, Steer for it core 
It seemed as if a thousand luminous ares cir-| “Go back!” gasped Frank. ‘You will be blown rectly.” ‘ 
| tled all around the attractive steel hull of the air-joverboard !’ ” I willdo my best, Frank, 
ship, and those that touched it knocked pieces out|. ‘No! I must stay and help you, Reade! 
ofan alarming size, sending them ground to such} “I can manage alone,” fi 
a fine dust thata mireroscope could hardly show] “Nevertheless, I won’t go! | 
the particles, and turned to a different color down} ‘Obstimate!” i ‘5 
in the circumambient air where it vanished. “No! Bilove her. Ifshe perishes so shall I! 
As quickly as the flashes came they too disap-| “Then take hold with me! 
iad. and only the solitary glare of the search| Howard eagerly complied, and shouted wildly: 
light went out over the black void that stretched} “May! May! Keep hold of the rope! 
off ahead of the navigators into the mostinfinite} “Hurry |’? came the faint reply. 
space that extends away between the Stars. 


“Courage! You shall not, must not die!” 1 
| ‘Frank and the doctor were as cool and calculat-| Hand over hand they drew up the rope, until at} They secured it so it could not. be blown away, 
ing in the face of their awe-inspiring danger as if 


last the half fainting girl’s arms came in reach,jand under Frank’s directions armed themselves 
they were safe ashore. when Frank stooped over, caught hold of her, and)with ropes. 
“It is wonderful!” gasped the doctor. 


lifted her upon the deck. | c , 
__ “ What can exist beyond usin that dark realm,”| She fell into Howard’s arms, half stupefied. young inventor at that trying crisis they might 
| Frank muttered, ‘that the lightning travels to 


is ame she to runout?” asked Frank. have lost courage and once panic-stricken, all 
“seek?” oh tee ball struck the cabin roof, and exploded, |hope of saving their lives would be gone, 

_ “a strange world, perhaps.” frightening her.” Down went the: Sea or her own accord, 
_ “But man will never see it physically.” “Did it doany danger?” & the professor Sat oo eA ue could, while 
“Grade the universe this way: burrowing rep-| “The roof is all torn off, and a part of the floor tee ue ot ae 0 ae * oe oe 
tiles inhabit the center of the globe, sustaining all/planking of the cabin has been ripped away with; Withina minute the air-s struc © water 
| its pressure, next higher the deep Sea fishes holdjthe wires 


a , ii es with a bang that almost sent them overboard, and 
up the ocean’s weight, then mankind bears the; “That is bad.+ Tell Barney to go soy below cater Me ee reat waves she was thrown « 
| burden of the atmosphere, after which we ae ene get the boat out in readiness for use, if needja nee eauutare EL ale yaa ah ee 
Phe R ks A eoreec orale’ af living Are we infsuch danger as that?” K Soe and there was no way to reach it from 
| beings dwell, susthining the rare air intervening} ‘“ Thero is no knowing what to expect. 8 : 
between us and the planets?” « By Jove, this storm is a terror! Bain 
|. Frank did not reply to this deep conjecture, for} “The worst I ever experienced. Go 


q a i the! Howard wasted no more time in i : 
i Stormnaloude Or aimwened left Frank with the thunder roaring and the sheet rapidly, and the power gone from the jars and 


















tube, 

He saw that once they plunged into the sea, 
there would not be power enough in the Grey- 
hound’s ‘batteries to raise her again, when, her 
eracked hull would sink her. 

He ran out on deck himself after he shouted to 
the others, and met his friends leaving the cabin, 
and carrying out a twenty-foot boat of Frank’s 
construction, capable of holding all hands, 
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m, while he carried the 


‘‘ All hands on deck!” shouted Frank in the — 


But for the coolness and nerve shown by the - 







“She had a narrow escape,” Frank muttered _ a 
grimly,as he made his way back to the pilot — 


“It would not do to get caught in thosejageous creature, and had sense enough to hold on 
He found the Prone struggling hard with the x 


‘I’m afraid the storm is increasing, Frank,” — 


wind and rain swept down upon the tossing air-| ‘And your prediction stands a-good chance to 
You begin to think we cannot save the ship, Het 
“She is in such a dilapidated condition the 


A flash came again, and a huge fire hall struck|/by the weakest wires breaking! The end has — 
{the after part of the ship, showing Frank in thejcome! The currents of electricity are fairly rote 


Ir was as much as Frank could do, with the/shooting star, and we may strike close to that 


It filled’ Frank with dismay, for he knew that 4 
the wildly-tossing air-ship was fast filling;andas — 
dle talk, butithe weight of the goid would bearherdown more _ 
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ywamo could not work the pump, it would onlyjage, for her lover’s presence, his kind encourage- 
) « matter of a short time for her to founder. ments, and the faith she reposed in the restof; ‘An’ but ther | Knockin’ around | 
What. was to be done? | those brave men was sublime, a “.. jagin will dhroive ther keel completely outav her, 
‘To secure the wreck was his only hope. Dispirited as Barney and Pomp were over their/whin begob it’s apart she may fall aseh pillin’ us in- 
He glanced keenly around in the blazing light-jsituation, it could not quell their constant grow!-|ter ther say ter sch wiia back to Ameriky!” oe 
ng, and his glance fell upon his life-boat. ing and fault finding with each other, and the ec-| Here was an unforeseen danger looming up 
“| We can get a line to the wreck with that boat!”|centric remarks of old Matt Mainbrace brought\again, but to satisfy himself Frank followed Bar- 
_he cried, loudly, to make himself heard, “ but itimany a smile to their pale faces and cheered them|ney down, and saw that he had told the truth, ~~ ‘4 
will leave you all exposed to the danger of going|up, He thereupon went up on deck again, and was _ 
. down with no reliance but life-preservers, Shall] When the fury of the storm had somewhat abated,|about to apprise the rest, when he heard Harry 
we risk it?” |. cele bata | |Frank ventured out on deck, and saw that the lash-|Howard shout: Aa 
There was Boba eet nS voice save Pomp’s, ings thateld both vessels together were gradually} ‘ Sail, ho—sail, ho!” ¢ 
- and he said he wanted to go in the boat. wearing away. How that ery electrified all of them! 
>. “ Very well, It isarisky job to attempt to get} Turning to Pomp he said: ° iv They rushed up forward, joining Harryia the 
_ to the wreck,” said Frank, ‘‘ but we hold all our| “ Within a few hours these ropes will break,|bow where he stood, and Frank withheld his in- 
- lives in our hands, and only prompt action can|/Pomp, and as there is no immediate chance for/formation in order not to dampen their joyous 
_ save us, I will risk my life to do it, and as Pomp|this craft to founder, we had better transfer the|spirits, 
is so anxious to go, he shall aid me with the/gold to the schooner.” Afar in the distance a steamer hove in sight, and 
rs rir, __.| “Golly, sah, yo’ fink the Greyhoun’ done gone?” | yratt Mainbrace danced an extemporaneous horn- 
The darky then tried to get out of it, but Frank| ‘‘ Positively. She is a wreck, and her machin- pipe, hitched up his trowsers and shouted: 
was firm, and declared that he must go or.getiery is useless.” | “« Hooray—hooray ! By gol! I knowed as thar 
/ shot. | | “Den we’se got ter drif’ all our libes on dis) wuz a sweet little cherub. wot sets up aloft ter 
. There was no gainsaying any order that was|yere wreck?” watch over poor Jack Tar.” 
_ then given, and the boat was launched, a line| ‘“‘A passing vessel may pick us up.” The steamer must have sighted them, for it 
_ taken, one end of which was fastened to the air-| ‘‘ Hope ter glory dat wessel ’peah mighty SOON.” came directly toward them, and in due course ar- 7" 
ship, and the other to the boat, and as the oars} Frank called the rest out and stated his fears, rived within hailing distance and to the wrecked: 
- fell into the water it left the sice of the fast set-|\whereupon they all set to work with a will, and navagators’ surprise they saw that she was the > 
mine erentp, and went rolling away toward the PONE NE Ce et the gold, etn one eer ae Reindeer. 5 
wreck. . schooner, along with all valuables they wished to " 
- The boat was a marvel of strength, buoyancy|save. P : a | The Pe We es ae Stern ee 
and lightness, and breasted the fierce waves like| Within an hour after this was done the lashings|‘2° mee ofthe mutiny, Rs ; a ; and she is 
| Bone pithough it was a fearful struggle to reach! parted ood the Greyhound sank beneath the ocean a Ba ee nce woee, We eee 
the wreck. like a shot. x . 
_ Not to dwell upon details, suffice it that they] That was the end of her! ;, and the gold, too i” added May Blossom. Sk 
finally reached the dismantled schooner, the line| Frank uttered an intense sigh of deep regret. Why, Tcould almost dance for joy myself! 
was fastened to the stump of the mainmast, and| “It is too bad after all the work I did on her,” said the doctor, ; 
those upon the air-ship hauling in on it, the Grey-|he muttered. ‘‘ But the time will come when 1|_,.4 Moment later there came a hail from the 
hound was;dragged up alongside of the wreck. " |will eclipse her with a greater invention to startle|Ste@@er-. - th 
Half a dozen stout lines were hove from thelthe scientific world.” ;, Ship ahoy—ahoy—ahoy! 
wreck to the air-ship, the electrical wires of] The schooner had been heeled over by the drag] .. Reindeer ahoy! shouted Prank, 
which by this time were all ruined, and the Grey-|of the air-ship at her port side, but righted herself} ;. Wbatisthe matter—a wreck?” 
foand. ths buayed up With just her. deck aboveland rode on an even keel when the Greyhound ie cee at aaa aes oe ne 
6 sea Was secured. sunk. : ‘ ; I : 
‘She could not sink unless the lashings parted,| The following day dawned bright and clear, and|_, When it reached the wreck matters were ex- 
for the wreck proved to be a derelict lumberja signal of distress was raised on a pole extempor-|Pained to the captain, who came on board, causing 
schooner which certainly coald not founder un-lized out of several oars lashed together. ~ him no end of amazement, and he readily con- 
less the waves knocked it to pieces, and washed| The. deck part of the rolling derelict dried out,|S°2ted to carry them and the gold back to Cali- 
her cargo away, Fs | | {but the water in the hold came up to the hold|fornia. 
The unfortunate aeronauts then took refuge in|beam. | ve | ; Accordingly the transfer was made, the wreck 
the submerged cabin, and not finding a soul on| A huge hole had been stove in the side by some|V8S abandoned, and with happy hearts they 
board they concluded that the schooner had been|unknown means, and they found that the name|S®4med away homeward-bound with all the gold 
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wbandoned by her crew. — of the wreck was the “Sarah N. Cringle, of Syd-|S#¥°4 

\ ney.” eaeae An uneventful voyage across the Pacific followed, 
CHAPTER XLII ES veral days passed uneventfully by, the un-;and when they reached San Francisco and disem- 
. lucky navigators making themselves as comforta-|barked, the gold and precious stones were sold, 
THE RESCUE. ble as they could under the circumstances, and ajand the proceeds divided, when each of them re- 
ALL through that dark stormy night the furious|sharp lookout was constantly kept up in search of|ceived a much larger amount than they expected 

tempest. raged with unabated vigor, through the Rea vessel. to get. 
succeeding day, and far into the following night, early a week passed by without a sign of a} The captain of the Reindeer was amply reward- 


Crouching wet, cold, shivering and utterly mis-|friendly sail coming in’sight, and the unfortunates|ed, and ere Harry Howard and May Blossom left 

erable in the cabin of the schooner, which man-jgradually recovered their strength and spirits after/San Francisco they were married in the presence: 
aged to withstand the assaults of the raging sea,|the trying ordeals through which they passed. of all their fellow voyagers. 
the unfortunates listened to every clap of thunder| The sea remained unruffled and calm—a cool,| The whole party then went eastward by train, 
with a shudder, saw every fiash of lightning with pee breeze blowing and a clear blue sky Over-jand at Chicago, Howard, his wife and Mait Main- 
‘dread, and heard every crushing blow the tio ves-jhead brightening up the sea wondrously. brace, parted with the rest and returned to New 
\sels struck each other as the force of the waves} There was no means of ascertaining their loca-|York, where Harry was bound to vindicate himself 
separated them away and dashed them togetherition, as the nautical instruments were lost in thejof the charge of killing Ralph Despard, 


again, _lwreek. _| Frank, Dr. Vaneyke, Barney and Pomp, then 
{ft was a time of dread and horror. /| At the end of. the sixth day Frank was pacing|went to Readestown, and finding that his father 


It was an experience they would never forget. jup and down the deck, when Barney came run-jand family had returned from’ their trip they had 
Thundering waves dashed up and made breaches|ning up from below excitedly, and approached|taken before Frank set out, he gave them an ac- 


over them, chasms in the treugh of the sea swal-jhim. count of his adventures in the Greyhound. 


lowed both ships up, andthe bellowing wind drove] “Masther Frank, sor!” he exclaimed. _None the worse for trouble, and with additional 

down tons of rain and spray over the doomed ves-| ‘“‘ Well, what is the matter?” asked Frank. riches to compensate them, our friends were safely 

sels in a fearful manner, _| “ We’re agoin’ ter sink afther all, bejabers !” _j|home again, and thus we must regretfully leave 
The hulls of both vessels creaked and groaned} ‘What! How can it be possible?” them for awhile. 


as if they were going to pieces at any moment,| “Shure an’ it’s pokin’ down in the wather hold,|} But in conclusion it may be said that of all the 
and the shifting cargo of the schooner threatened|I wuz, whin what shud I see but dayloightjremarkable adventures they had passed through 
to knock the planking out of the wooden vwssel’sjaschtramin’ in along the garboords, an’ it didn’t}during the course of their lives, they would never 
huil, swamp it, and cause both crafts to sink,|take me long fur to say that ther rackin’ this ship|forget the thrilling escapes they had with the Grey- 
never to rise again, © got has waikened her timbers an’ plankin’ from/hound of theAir. © - | 

May Blossom bore up with extraordinary cour-'ther keel.” at Nk : _. [THE END,] 
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